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ABBOUD
Farid

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Lebanon

H.E. Dr. Farid Abboud is Ambassador of Lebanon to China. Prior 
to that, he was Ambassador of Lebanon to Tunisia (2007-2012), 
Ambassador of Lebanon to the United States of America (1999-
2007). From 1995 to 1999, he worked in Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Beirut, Member of Negotiating Team of Israel-Lebanon 
Monitoring Group (ILMG), and Professor of Political Sciences at 
the University of St. Joseph, Beirut. From 1990-1995, he served 
as Consul-General of Lebanon in Los Angeles. Before that, he 
worked in the Embassy of Lebanon in Rome (1998-1990), and 
Embassy of Lebanon in London (1985-1988). From 1984-1985, he 
served at Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lebanon. One year earlier, 
he was Chargéd’ Affaires in Embassy of Lebanon in Moscow 
(1983-1984). From 1977 to 1983, he worked in the Embassy 
Lebanon in Washington D.C., before that, he worked in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Beirut.

Mr. Farid Abboud has a PhD in history from UCLA, while he 
earned his master and bachelor degrees in political sciences, from 
University of St. Joseph; and BA in philosophy from University of 
Lyon.
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H.E. Mr. Mahmoud M. Aboud is now Ambassador Extraodinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Comoros to the People’s Republic of 
China (2011- ). Previously, he was Ambassador at Large to 
China, Japan South Korea, Thailand (2010-2011), Commissioner 
General to Shanghai Expo (2010), Minister Counselor Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Permanent Mission of the Union 
of the Comoros to the UN, New York  ( Charge d’Affaires a.i  11 
years) (1997-2010), Attaché of Permanent Mission of the Union 
of the Comoros to the UN, New York (1995-1997), Head of 
Administration of Permanent Mission of the Comoros Mission to 
the UN, NY (1994-1995). 

Mr. Mahmoud M. Aboud attented many international conferences 
and meetings. He holds a Master degree of International 
Relations from Farleigh Dickinson University.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Comoros

ABOUD
Mahmoud M.

H.E. Ms. Marija Adanja is Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Slovenia to the People’s 
Republic of China since 2010. She was appointed Head of the 
Department for International Development, Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Aid in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Slovenia in 2006. In 1999, she was appointed Ambassador of 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary for the Embassy of the Republic 
of Slovenia to the Kingdom of Belgium and the Grand-Duchy of 
Luxembourg. From 1993 to 1996, she served as Under-Secretary 
of State & Head of the Department of European Affairs, Deputy 
Director of Office for European Affairs, and Head of Minister’s 
Cabinet in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia. 
In 1992, she served as Deputy Head of the mission of the 
Republic of Slovenia to the European Communities. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Slovenia

ADANJA
Marija
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Born in Ile-Oluji, Ondo State, Nigeria, Dr. Bola A. Akinterinwa 
read International Studies at the School of Advanced International 
Studies, Paris 6è; International Law, at the Institute of 
Advanced International Studies of the University of Paris 2; and 
Contemporary International Relations and Diplomatic History, 
at the University of Paris 1, Panthéon-Sorbonne, France, from 
1973 through 1983. He obtained his degrees with distinctions. 
He had a double promotion in the International Law Class in the 
University of Paris 2 and obtained his PhD degree with Special 
Commendations, at the University of Paris 1, Panthéon-Sorbonne. 

An Embassy Translator at the Embassy of Nigeria, Paris, in 1984, 
and a Ford Foundation Fellow at the University of Maryland 
Foreign Policy Process in 1989, he has, since 1985, been a 
Research Fellow at the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs 
(NIIA), Lagos, where he has, at various times, received three 
special Letters of Commendation from the Management of 
the Institute, for his scholarship and patriotic activities. He was 
appointed Acting Director-General of the Institute on November 
16, 2010 and Director General on November 16, 2012. 

Director General 

Institute of International Affairs

Nigeria

AKINTERINWA
Bola A.

Tun Abdullah Bin Haji Ahmad Badawi served as Prime Minister 
of Malaysia from 2003 to 2009. Previously, he worked in the 
Malaysian civil service, leaving his position as Deputy Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Culture, Youth & Sports in 1978 to 
become a politician. Before becoming Prime Minister, Mr. Badawi 
held various ministerial positions, including Minister in the 
Prime Minister’s Department, Minister of Education, Minister of 
Defense, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Home Affairs and 
Minister of Finance.

During his time as Prime Minister, Mr. Badawi actively pursued 
bilateral and multi-lateral cooperation through organizations 
such as the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC). In addition, Mr. Badawi has been an exponent 
of progressive development efforts in Malaysia and the wider 
Islamic world. 

Born in 1939, Mr. Badawi graduated in Islamic Studies from the 
University of Malaya.

Prime Minister of Malaysia (2003-2009)

Malaysia

AHMAD BADAWI
Abdullah
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AL SAADI
Abdullah Saleh

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Oman

H.E. Dr. Al Sheikh Abdullah Saleh Hilah Al Saddi is Ambassador of 
the Sultanate of Oman to the People’s Republic of China (since 
2007), concurrently, he is Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman 
to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (non-resident) and 
Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman to Mongolia (non-resident). 
He Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at the Department of 
Conference and International Organization as a second secretary 
in May 1987, and was posted to Oman’s Embassy in Paris and 
appointed as a Charge d’Affairs in Jan. 1989. Then he got back 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Director of Indian Ocean 
Region Co-operation Alliance Section (IORARC) in July. 1995. He 
was Director of World Trade Organization Section of Economy 
and Technology Cooperation Department in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in July 1999, and then he was Deputy Chief of 
Economic and Technical Cooperation Department for Multilateral 
Cooperation in July of 2000. He represented the Sultanate of 
Oman as a head and member of delegations at regional and 
international conferences.

Mr. Fahad Alruwaily is Counselor in Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Saudi Arabia, besides his work in MFA, he is also Secretary 
General of Saudi National Authority for the Conventions of 
Prohibition of Chemical and Biological Weapons since September 
2012. From July 2010 to August 2012, he was head of the 
department of human rights, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
research officer in the Cabinet of Deputy Minister for Multi-lateral 
Relations. In 1/3/2009, he was appointed chargéd’affaires of Saudi 
Arabian Embassy in the Hague.

In Feb 2003, he was appointed First Secretary of the Royal 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia in The Hague and Vice-Representative to 
the OPCW, ICJ, PCJ and other Organizations in The Hague. Prior 
to that, he was First Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Department of International Organizations) (2001-Feb. 2003), 
Consul of Saudi Arabia in Brussels (1997-2001), and Consul of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Niamey (Niger), covering also Benin 
and Burkina Faso (1993-1997).

Counselor 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Saudi Arabia

ALRUWAILY
Fahad
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H.E. Mr. Yahya Abdulkareem Al-Zaid was born in Ha’il in July 20th, 
1946. He obtained B.S. in Engineering in University of Colorado in 
1971. Then he acquired M.S. on Project Management in Arthur D. 
Little Institute in 1976 and on Executive Program in the University 
of California, Berkeley in 1994. From 1971 to 1973, he worked 
as a chemical engineer in Jeddah Oil Refinery. From 1973 to 
1975, he was appointed to project coordination and control in 
Petromin. From 1976 to 1978, he served as deputy managing 
director in East-West Pipeline of Petroline. From 1978 to 1980, he 
served as general manager of production in Jeddah Oil Refinery. 
In 2006, Mr. Al-Zaid worked as senior vice president in Saudi 
Arabian Marketing & Refining Co. From 2006 to 2008, he served 
as advisor to H.E. the minister in Ministry of Petroleum and 
Mineral Resources. From 2008 to now, he served as ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
to the People’s Republic of China.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Saudi Arabia

AL-ZAID
Yahya Abdulkareem

H.E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz was elected as Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and served from 2004 – 2007, following five years as Finance 
Minister from 1999.

After graduating from Gordon College, Rawalpindi in 1967, 
Mr. Aziz gained a MBA degree from the Institute of Business 
Administration, University of Karachi.  As Executive Vice President, 
he held several senior management positions in Citibank including 
head of institutional banking for Central Eastern Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa and later for Asia Pacific, followed by Chief 
Executive of the banks global wealth management business.

He became Finance Minister in 1999 and was named “Finance 
Minister of the year” for 2001 by Euromoney and The Banker 
magazine. As Prime Minister, Mr. Aziz co chaired the UN 
Secretary Generals Committee to promote reform and coherence 
at the United Nations. As recognition of his services to Pakistan, 
he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Laws by his Alma Mater, 
The Institute of Business Administration, University of Karachi.

Prime Minister of Pakistan (2004-2007)

Pakistan

AZIZ
Shaukat
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H.E. Mrs. Sylvie-Agnès BERMANN, is the Ambassador designated 
to People’s Republic of China(2011- ). She was appointed Director, 
United Nations, international organizations, human rights and 
Francophonie, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs in 
December, 2005, and Ambassador, permanent representative of 
France to the Western European Union, representative of France 
to the EU political and security committee (COPS), Brussels 
in July 2002. Prior to that, she served as Section head for the 
Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), general division 
of political and security affairs (1996-2002), Second counselor, 
Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations, New 
York (1992-1996), Deputy director for Southeast Asia, Asia and 
Pacific section (1989-1992), Second counsellor, French Embassy, 
Moscow (1986-1989). 

Graduated from the Institute of Political Studies, the National 
Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilizations (Chinese) and 
the Beijing Language Institute.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of France

BERMANN
Sylvie-Agnes

Dr. Bi Jiyao graduated from the Mathematics Department of 
Wuhan University and the Economics Department of Peking 
University, having studied macroeconomic theory and policy, 
economic modeling, China’s external economic relations, 
world economy, and its impacts on China. He worked for the 
Graduate School of the People’s Bank of China for almost two 
years, before joining the former Economic Research Center 
of the State Planning Commission in 1992. He then served in 
the Mission of the PRC to the European Community as a first 
secretary in Brussels from 1996 to 1999. He is now working 
with the Institute for International Economic Research under 
the National Development and Reform Commission as Director-
General and Senior Research Fellow. Major publications include 
A Macroeconometric Model for the Chinese Economy: Structural 
Analysis, Policy Simulation and Economic Forecast (1994) and 
Labor Markets of Nordic Countries (1995).

Director

Institute of Foreign Economics 
Research, Academy of Macroeconomic 
Research, NDRC

China

BI 
Jiyao
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H.E. Mr. José M. Borjal serves as Ambassador of Ecuador to 
the People’s Republic of China from December 2012 to present. 
He was Sub Secretary of Latin America and the Caribbean from 
October 2010 to November 2012, Diplomatic Coordinator before 
the National Assembly from November 2009 to October 2010, 
General Director of South, Central America and the Caribbean 
from January 2009 to November 2009, National Direction of 
Cultural Promotion, since August 2008, General Director of 
Human Resources Administration, since January 2008, Deputy 
Representative before de OAS since January 2006, Counselor 
of Ecuadorian Embassy in the Arab Republic of Egypt since 
November 2004. In 2003, he was Counselor, Director of the 
Commercial Office of CORPEI and Representative before the 
World Organization of Tourism. Previously, he was Sub director 
of the General Direction of International Economic Negotiations 
(1999-2000), Chief of two negotiation groups of the ALCA 
(Resolution of Conflicts and Purchases of the Public Sector) 
(2000-2002).

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Ecuador

BORJAL
Jose M.

H.E. Mr. Desire Delano Bouterse is the eighth President 
of Suriname, the head of state, head of government, and 
commander-in-chief of Suriname. From 1980 to 1987 he was the 
leader of Suriname when the country was under military rule. 
Bouterse is the chairman of the Surinamese political party 
Megacombinatie (Megacombination) and the leader of 
the National Democratic Party (NDP), which is part of the 
Megacombination. On 19 July 2010, Bouterse was elected as 
President of Suriname with 36 of 50 parliament votes and on 12 
August 2010 he was inaugurated. 

President

Suriname

BOUTERSE
Desire Delano
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Dr. Kerry Brown is now Executive Director of the China Studies 
Centre and Professor of Chinese Politics in University of Sydney. 
Concurrently, he is Research Associate in Centre for International 
Studies and Diplomacy of School of Oriental and African Studies, 
London (2009- ), Associate of IDEAS Centre in London School of 
Economics (2010- ). Prior to that, he was Senior Fellow, and then 
Head of Asia Program in Chatham House, London, running the 
Europe China Research and Advice Network (ECRAN) for the EU 
(2005-2012), Head of the Indonesia, Philippines and East Timor 
Section, at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, London, in 
charge of UK’s political relationship with these countries (2003-
2005), First Secretary of British Embassy to Beijing (2000-2003).

Academically, he was Visiting Research Fellow in East Asian 
Studies Centre in London School of Economics and Associate in 
China Policy Centre of Nottingham University (2003), and from 
2005 to now, he is Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts, UK.

Executive Director of the China Studies 
Centre 

University of Sydney

Australia

BROWN
Kerry

Dr. Zbigniew Kazimierz Brzezinski is a Counselor and Trustee 
of the Center for Strategic & International Studies. From 1977-
1981, he was the National Security Adviser to the President of 
the United States. He was awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his role in the normalization of U.S.-Chinese relations 
and for his contributions to the human rights and national security 
policies of the United States. He has also been the recipient of 
the highest decorations bestowed by the governments of Poland 
and Germany, among others. His most recent book is STRATEGIC 
VISION:  America and the Crisis of Global Power.

Counselor

Center for Strategic & International 
Studies

United States

BRZEZINSKI
Zbigniew Kazimierz
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Bolivia

CHALUP
Guillermo

H.E. Mr. Guillermo Chalup is Ambassador of Bolivia to the 
People’s Republic of China. Prior to that, he served as Military 
Chief and Staff in Ministry of Defense in 2006; from 2007 to 
2008, he was Defense Attaché of Embassy of Bolivia. In 2009, 
he was Commander of Fourth Army Division. In 2010, he was 
Commander of ECEM. In 2011, he was Commander of the 
seventh division of the Army. 

In 1989, Mr. Guillermo Chalup was promoted to Captain. In 1995, 
he was promoted to Staff Officer. In 2000, he was promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel. In 2005, he was promoted to Colonel and in 
2010, he was promoted to General. 

Mr. Guillermo Chalup received a Bachelor degree from Ejto 
Military College in 1980, and a Master degree from ECEM in 
1998. 

Mr. Chen Jian was Ambassador and Deputy Permanent 
Representative from 1992 to 1994 for Permanent Mission of 
the PRC to the United Nations. Then he was appointed Foreign 
Ministry Spokesperson and Director-General in the Information 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. After that, he 
served as Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1996 to 1998 
and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to 
Japan from 1998-2001. At that year, he was appointed Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations and served there for six 
years. From 2007 he has served as the President of the United 
Nations Association of China, Dean of the School of International 
Studies in Renmin University, and Director of the Center of UN 
Studies in Fudan University.

Mr. Chen received his M.A. from Beijing Foreign Studies 
University.

President (2007-2012)

The United Nations Association 
of China

China

CHEN 
Jian
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Dr. Chen Jining is President of Tsinghua University. He also 
works at the university as a professor. He is a member of the 
National Environmental Advisory Commission, deputy chairman 
of the Science and Technology Committee of the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection, Vice President of the Chinese 
Society for Environmental Sciences, and board member of the 
Chinese Environmental Foundation. He is or has been member 
of several environmental journal editorial boards. His research 
interests include environmental systems analysis and integrated 
assessment, with a focus on uncertainty analysis, applied to 
environmental engineering, planning, management and policies. 
He has published over 200 papers and has been an author or co-
editor of a number of books. He has won several scientific prizes 
for his work.

Dr. Chen Jining graduated from Tsinghua University in 1986. In 
1993, he earned his PhD in Environmental Systems Analysis from 
Imperial College, London.

President

Tsinghua University

China

CHEN 
Jining

Chen has significant foreign experience, spending six months as a 
fellow at the Atlantic Council in Washington, D.C. in the late 1980s 
and leading the first “PLA colonels” delegation to the Harvard 
Kennedy School in 1997. During the latter visit, Chen was the head 
of the Americas and Western Europe branch within the PLA’s 2nd 
Department (Intel). Sometime in the 1990s Chen also served 
as a chief observer to the United Nations Iraq- Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOM). From the   late 1990s to the summer of 2001, 
he was PRC defense attaché in Egypt.

Chen served as PRC defense attaché to Washington between 
September 2001 and September 2003. After his return from the 
United States, Chen was appointed as a deputy director of the 
Foreign Affairs Office (Waiban) under the Central Committee, 
joining the two deputy directors already in the organization. 
During his tenure on the Waiban, Chen was intimately involved in 
the planning and execution of an unprecedented event in Chinese 
foreign policy deliberations: the convening of a Central Committee 
Foreign Affairs Work Conference in Beijing in August 2006.

Member

Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
National People's Conference

China

CHEN
Xiaogong
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Executive Vice President

Tsinghua University

China

CHENG
Jianping

Professor Cheng Jianping, born in 1964, has been the Executive 
Vice President of Tsinghua University since May 2013. He was 
Vice President of Tsinghua University from September 2009 to 
2013. His research field covers nuclear technology application, 
radiation protection and environmental protection.

Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury was Foreign Advisor (Foreign 
Minister) of Bangladesh from 2007 to 2009. During his four 
decades of public service career, he has held the posts as 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative to both New York 
(2001-2007), and Geneva (1996-2001). At the United Nations (UN), 
he has also been Chairman of a number of Committees including 
Social Commission, Population and Development Commission, 
Second (Economic) Committee, Information Committee, and 
President of the Conference on Disarmament. At the World Trade 
Organization, he chaired the Trade Policy Review Body, and the 
Committee on Trade and Development.

He was knighted by the Pope in 1999. In 2004, the New York City 
Council issued a Proclamation naming him as ‘one of the world’s 
leading diplomats’, acknowledging his global contribution to 
advancing welfare, alleviating poverty, and combating terrorism.

Dr. Chowdhury has a doctor degree and a master dearee in 
International Relations from the Australian National University, 
Canberra. 

Senior Research Fellow of the Institute 
of South Asian Studies

National University of Singapore

Bangladesh

CHOWDHURY
Iftekhar Ahmed
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H.E. Mr. Alain Nicaise Papatchi is Ambassador, Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of Ivory Coast to China. Before that, he was Chairman 

of the Union of Ambassador of Ivory Coast from 2005 to 2006. 

He was Director of the Division of Ivory Coast Nationals in Foreign 

Countries, State Department of Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2001 

to 2005. Concurrently, he was Secretary-General of the Temporary 

Committee of Cote d’Ivoire Ambassador Association (2004-2005). 

From March 2000 to 2001, he was Ambassador, Director of Legal 

and Consular Affairs of Ministry of External Relations. From Jan 2000 

to March 2000, he was Counselor in Senior Office of Political and 

Legal Affairs, Attached to H.E. Mr. Christopher M’BOUA, Ministry of 

State External Relations. Before that, he was International Consultant 

of Business Company Director (1999-2000). From 1996 to 1998, he 

served as Chief Officer of Protocol and Elected Staff Support Division 

of the African Development Bank. Earlier in 1996, he was Professor 

of International and Economical Relations in Higher Section of 

Diplomacy of National School of Administration (E.N.A), Abidjan. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Ivory Coast

COFFIE 
Alain Nicaise Papatchi

H.E. Dr. Doru Costea has been with Romania’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs since 1990. Before taking charge as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania to the People’s 
Republic of China on 5 January 2012, he had been Secretary of 
State for Global Affairs with the MFA since 2009. Between 2003 
and 2009, he served as Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Romania to the United Nations Office in Geneva. During this 
mandate, he chaired the UN Human Rights Council (2007-2008). 
Prior to that, he was Ambassador to the Arab Republic of Egypt 
(1997-2001) and the State of Kuwait and the Sultanate of Oman 
(1991-1995). He is a graduate of the Faculty of Foreign Languages 
of the University of Bucharest, with Arabic and English as majors 
and is also fluent in French. He holds a Ph.D. in international 
relations-political sciences from the National School for Political 
and Administrative Studies in Bucharest with a topic on 
democracy building in the Middle East. Before joining the MFA, 
he worked as an interpreter and translator at an International 
Center. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Romania

COSTEA
Doru
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H.E. Mr. Cotan joined the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
in 1983. In 1992 he was re-deployed to Indonesia’s Permanent 
Mission in Geneva, Switzerland, as second secretary and 
afterward promoted to first secretary to become the section 
chief for international peace and security affairs. Returning to 
DFA in Jakarta (1997), Ambassador Cotan briefly served as 
Deputy Director for Mass Media, Directorate of Information, and 
Directorate General for Socio-cultural Relations. In 1998, he was 
promoted as Deputy Assistant to the Minister State Secretary 
for Political Affairs, State Secretariat (Office of the President). In 
2000 this office was transformed into the Bureau for International 
Studies that Ambassador Cotan also had the honor to become 
its first director. On May 2002, he was appointed as Minister/
Deputy Chief of Mission of the Indonesian Embassy in Canberra, 
Australia.

On January 2010, Ambassador Cotan was inaugurated by 
the President of the Republic of Indonesia as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the People’s Republic of 
China and to Mongolia concurrently. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Indonesia

COTAN
Imron

Luiz Augusto Castro Neves is Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
at the Brazilian Center for International Relations (CEBRI). He 
graduated in Economics from Universidade Federal do Rio de 
Janeiro (UFRJ) and holds a Master degree in Economics from 
the University College of University of London. Mr. Castro 
Neves is a career diplomat since 1968. He served in Embassies 
in Buenos Aires, London, Ottawa and at the Organization of 
American States (OAS) in Washington D.C. He was Ambassador 
of Brazil in Paraguay (2000-2004), China (2004-2008) and Japan 
(2008-2010). He was Professor of Economics at the Rio Branco 
Institute, at the Institute of Political Science and International 
Relations of Universidade de Brasilia and at the School of Post-
Graduate Studies in Economics of FundaçãoGetúlio Vargas. In 
Brazil, he was Deputy Chief of Economic Affairs from the National 
Security Council, Executive Secretary for Strategic Affairs of the 
Presidency and General Secretary of the Brazilian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. He was the Brazilian National Coordinator of the 
Rio Group and joined the Itaipu Board of Directors. In 2012, after 
recommendation from the Group Casino, took over as member of 
the Board of Directors of GrupoPão de Açúcar.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Brazilian Center for International 
Relations

Brazil

DE CASTRO NEVES
Luiz Augusto
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Russia

DENISOV
Andrey

Mr. Dervisoglu was born in Izmit in 1936. In 1957, he graduated 
from the Turkish Naval Military College as the third lieutenant, and 
later served in various ranks of the Turkish Naval Forces. 

On August 30th 1981, he was promoted to the rank of rear 
admiral. Dervisoglu served as the president of Logistics and 
Personnel in the Turkish Naval Forces and as a commander of the 
Landing Flotilla, Assault Boat Flotilla and War Fleet. Additionally, 
he worked as the commander of the Turkish Naval Military 
Academy and as the intelligence head of the Turkish General Staff.

He also performed the duties of deputy secretary general of the 
National Security Council and chief of staff of the Turkish Naval 
Forces. Later, he was promoted to the rank of full admiral and 
worked as the fleet commander between 1995-1997 and as a 
commander of the Turkish Naval Forces from 1997-1999. 

Commander-in-Chief (1997-1999)

Turkish Navy

Turkey

DERVISOGLU
Salim

H.E. Dr. Denisov held various executive positions in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia both in the Central Office in 
Moscow and abroad: from 1997 to 2000, he was Director of the 
Department of Economic Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; from 2000 to 2001, he was Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to the Arab Republic 
of Egypt; from 2001 to 2004, he was Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Russian Federation; from 2004 to 2006, he was 
Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the 
United Nations in New York, USA, Representative of the Russian 
Federation to the Security Council of the United Nations; from 
2006 to 2013, he was First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation; since 2003, he was appointed as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian 
Federation to the People’s Republic of China.
H.E. Dr. Denisov graduated from the Moscow State Institute of 
International Relations.
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H.E. Dr. Barry Desker is the Dean of the S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 
and concurrently Director, Institute of Defence and Strategic 
Studies, NTU. He is the inaugural Bakrie Professor of Southeast 
Asia Policy.  Ambassador Desker is a Member of the Presidential 
Council for Minority Rights. He is also a Member of the Board of 
Directors of the Lee Kuan Yew Exchange Fellowship.

He was the Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore Trade 
Development Board from 1994 to 2000, after serving in the 
Foreign Service since 1970. He was Singapore’s Ambassador 
to Indonesia from 1986 to 1993, Deputy Secretary and Director 
of the Policy, Planning and Analysis Division of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, from 1984 to 1986 and Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, New York, from 1982 to 
1984.

He is also Non-Resident Ambassador of Singapore to the Holy 
See and Spain and Chairman of Singapore Technologies Marine.

Dean 

S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological 
University

Singapore

DESKER
Barry

Mrs. Khamphao Ernthavanh is Director General of the Institute 
of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2011- ), and has 
traveled overseas a lot to participate in many international 
conferences. Since 1987, she has been serving as a government 
official for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She was Deputy 
Director General of the Institute of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (2010), Director of the International Cooperation 
and Administration Division (ICAD), Institute of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2004-2007). Before she was appointed 
as Director of ICAD she was Director of the Training Division of 
IFA and was responsible to develop and to organize many training 
courses in both international relations and foreign languages for 
Lao government officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
from the lines ministries and provinces.

From 1999 to 2002, she served as the Second Secretary in 
the Embassy of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. She graduated with a Bachelor Degree in 
Linguistics at the state Pedagogical Institute in Kiev, Ukraine.

Director General of the Institute of 
Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Laos

ERNTHAVANH
Khamphao
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Professor the Hon Gareth Evans AC QC has been Chancellor 
of the Australian National University since January 2010. He is 
President Emeritus of the Brussels-based International Crisis 
Group, the independent global conflict prevention and resolution 
organisation which he led from 2000 to 2009, Chair of the 
International Advisory Board of the Canberra-based Centre 
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, and Co-Chair 
of the International Advisory Board of the Global Centre for 
the Responsibility to Protect. He previously spent 21 years in 
Australian politics, thirteen of them as a Cabinet Minister. As 
Foreign Minister (1988-96) he was best known internationally 
for his roles in developing the UN peace plan for Cambodia, 
concluding the Chemical Weapons Convention, and initiating new 
Asia Pacific regional economic and security architecture. 

He has co-chaired two major International Commissions on 
Intervention and State Sovereignty (2000-01), and Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament (2008-10), the Blix Commission on 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (2006).

Chancellor 

Australian National University

Australia

EVANS
Gareth

Mr. Fang Wenquan is Chairman of the Board of Tianda Group 
Limited and the Tianda Institute. As the founder of the Tianda 
Institute, Mr. Fang devotes himself to non-profit research. Tianda 
Group defines itself as an organization dedicated to conducting 
strategic and policy studies on China’s economic and social 
development, foreign relations and regional security. The Institute 
aims to be an influential, non-governmental brains-trust for 
decision-makers in China, helping settle challenging domestic 
and international issues facing the country. In this way, it aims to 
contribute positively to China’s growth and its relationships with 
regional partners.

Chairman of the Board

Tianda Group Limited and  Tianda 
Institute

China

FANG
Wenquan
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Fu Ying has been the Chairperson of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the National People’s Congress of China since 
March 2013.

Fu Ying joined China’s Foreign Service in late 1970s and was 
first posted to Bucharest, Romania. 1992 in Cambodia, she 
became China’s first civilian UN peacekeeper. From 1993 to 
2000, she served successively as the Director, Counselor of 
the Foreign Ministry’s Asian Department, Minister Counselor of 
the Chinese Embassy in Indonesia (1997), China’s Ambassador 
to the Philippines (1998). She then served as the head of the 
Foreign Ministry’s Asian Department (2000), working on China’s 
comprehensive strategic partnership with ASEAN and the launch 
of the Six Party Talks.

She was appointed the Chinese Ambassador to Australia in 2003 
and later Ambassador to the United Kingdom in 2006. From 2009 
to 2013, she served as the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs. Her 
portfolio first included Europe and foreign affairs pertaining to 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. 

Chairperson

Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
National People's Congress

China

FU
Ying

H.E. Mr. De Villepin was Prime Minister of France from 2005 
to 2007. His political career began in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 1980, where he became Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
in the Department for African Affairs. Since then, he has held 
international positions at the embassies in both Washington and 
New Delhi.

From 1995 to 2002 he was Chief of Staff to the President of the 
Republic, before becoming Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2002 
to 2004 and Minister of the Interior, Internal Security and Local 
Rights from 2004 to 2005.

Born in Morocco in 1953, Mr. De Villepin holds a B.A. in Law, and 
graduated from the Paris Institute of Political Sciences and the 
prestigious Ecole Nationale d’Administration.

Prime Minister of France (2005-2007)

France

GALUZEAU DE VILLEPIN
Dominique
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Dr. Gao Hucheng, was born in 1951, entered the work force in 
1968, joined the CPC in 1987, and graduated with a doctorate of 
sociology from the Seventh University, in Paris, France.

Dr. Gao served as head of the planning and Finance department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation from 
1994 to 1997. He transferred to the Ministry of Commerce, where 
he was elected Vice-Minister in 2003.

He is a member of the 18th CPC Central Committee and in 2013 
he became Minister of Commerce.

Minister

Ministry of Commerce

China

GAO
Hucheng

GAO 
Zhiguo

Dr. Gao Zhiguo is the Executive Director of China Institute 
for Marine Affairs, and has been a Judge of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea since 2008. Dr. Gao is also 
Honorary Director and Professor at the Center of the Law of the 
Sea, Tsinghua University. He is an Adjunct Professor of China 
University of Oceanography, Centre on Eco-Environmental 
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences and University in Hainan. 
He served as Deputy to the 10th National People’s Congress of 
China from 2003 to 2007.

Mr. Gao’s publications include Essays on Ocean Policy of China 
(co-author), 2007; Studies of the New Trends of International 
Law of the Sea (ed.), 2007; Collection of International Maritime 
Boundary Delimitation Agreements and Treaties (ed.), 2008. 
He is also the winner of National Outstanding Achievements & 
Contributions Award of the Chinese Government (2001). 

Executive Director

China Institute for Marine Affairs

China
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Burundi

GASUNZU
Pascal

H.E. Mr. Seyoum Mesfin was born in January, 1949. He was 
post graduate in the University of Amsterdam with a major of 
international law and then obtained a Ph.D of Letters (D. Lett.) in 
Great Lakes University of Kisumu (GLUK) in Kenya. From 1977 
to 1991, he became head of the Foreign Relations Bureau of the 
TPLF and later, the EPRDF. In 1975, he became member of the 
Executive Leadership of the TPLF and later, the EPRDF. From 
1991 to 1995, he was appointed as minister of Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Transitional Government of Ethiopia. From 1995 to 2010, 
he became member of the Council of People’s Representatives 
of FDRE and concurrently, he served as minister of Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. From 
2011 to now, he is ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to China. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Ethiopia

GEBREDINGLE
Seyoum Mesfin
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H.E. Mr. Sasara Chasala George is the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Botswana to the People’s Republic of China since 
2011. He joined the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1976, after 
that, he was posted to Botswana High Commission in London as 
Counselor, deputy to the High Commissioner (1988-1990), chief 
Protocol (1990-1994), and High Commissioner to the Republic of 
Zambia. He also accredited to Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria, Kenya, 
Ethiopia and OAU (1994-1996), Ambassador to the EU, Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg and France, OPCW, 
UNESCO (1996-2005), Director of Europe and Americas, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (2005-2007), and 
Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation (2008-2010). 

Besides, he was briefly transferred to Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry as Coordinator of International Trade Fair in 1977, 
and he was recalled from Sweden to head Protocol Division for 
coordinating Unit of 20th Anniversary of Independent Celebrations 
of Botswana in 1986. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Botswana

GEORGE
Sasara Chasala

H.E. Mrs. Irene Giner-Reichl has been a member of the Austrian 
Diplomatic Service since1982. Her main area of expertise is 
economic and social development, women’srights’ issues, 
environment, energy, and development cooperation. She has 
heldnumerous international bureau functions. From 1995 to 
1998 she was the director ofthe international department of the 
Austrian Ministry for the Environment. From 1998 to 2001 she 
was Austria’s Permanent Representative to the UN, IAEA, UNIDO 
and CTBTO in Vienna. From 2001 to 2004 she headed the UNIDO 
Office in New York in the rank of an Assistant Director General. 
Since January 2012 she is the Austrian Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China and Mongolia.

Irene Giner-Reichl is the President of the Global Forum on 
Sustainable Energy(GFSE), founded in 1999 as a multi-stake-
holder platform for dialogues on energy in the service of 
sustainable development and has acted as Convenor for the 
GFSE’s global and regional meetings. She was elected a Vice-
President of the Renewable Energy Policy Network REN21 in 
January 2013.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of  Austria

GINER-REICHL
Irene
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Guo Yi, whose pen name is Dongfang Yi, was born in 1962 in 
Ho County, Anhui Province. He grew up in Raohe County (the 
location of Zhenbao Island) with his father, who fought in the War 
to Resist U.S. Aggression and Aid Korea. After graduation from 
Changchun College of Geology (now Jilin University), he worked 
in the Northeast for many years. He received continuous help 
from leaders such as Ma Wenrui.

Guo Yi is the president of Extending Association, actual controller 
of Dongfang Yi Group, and author of Rise and Extension. 

President

Extending Association

China

GUO
Yi

H.E. Mr. Gonzalo Gutiérrez is a career diplomat in the Peruvian 
Foreign Service.  He graduated in International Relations from 
the Diplomatic Academy of Peru.  He received a Master’s degree 
in International Public Policy from the School of Advanced 
International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, Washington D.C.  

He has the rank of Ambassador in the Peruvian Diplomatic Service 
and currently is the Ambassador of Peru to the People’s Republic 
of China. He has been Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 
Peru, to the United Nations, and Vice-President of the Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations.  

As a Foreign Service Officer, he has served at the Peruvian 
Mission to the United Nations in New York, and the Peruvian 
Embassies to the United States and Chile. He has also been 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Peru to the European 
Office of the United Nations and the International Organizations 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.  

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Peru

GUTIERREZ
Gonzalo
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Dr. Han Baojiang was born in March, 1963 in Tangshan, Hebei 
Province. He graduated from Department of Economics, Hebei 
University as bachelor of economics in 1986. In 1996, He obtained 
his PH.D. degree from the Department of Economics, Nankai 
University. He is also a tutor of PhDs. He served as Deputy 
Director of the Department of Economics of the Party School of 
the Central Committee of the CPC from 2004 to 2012. Currently, 
he is Director of International Institute for Strategic Studies of the 
Party School of the Central Committee of the CPC.

He has been in charge of research of many crucial national 
programs and participated in consulting of many important 
national policy-making processes. He is specialized in the 
research of the reform of the economic system, the reform of 
SOEs, problems of income distribution, multinational corporations 
and economic globalization.

Director

International Institute for Strategic 
Studies of  the Party School of the 
Central Committee of the CPC

China

HAN 
Baojiang

Professor Han Wenke is Director General of Energy Research 
Institute (ERI), the National Development and Reform Commission 
(NDRC).

He has been working at the ERI since February 1982. Meanwhile, 
he is chairman of the Energy of China magazine and director 
of the editorial board, expert of the National Energy Advisory 
Committee, board member of the China Economic and Social 
Council, board member of the China International Economic 
Exchange Center, standing board member of China's Energy 
Research Society, standing board member of the China Energy 
Conservation Association, and concurrent professor of the 
Northwestern Polytechnical University (NPU). 

Professor Han majors in areas of strategic planning and 
policy research for national and regional energy development, 
specialized development planning for the petroleum, natural gas, 
power and other sectors in the energy industry.

Director

Energy Research Institute of the 
National Development & Reform 
Commission

China

HAN
Wenke
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Dr. Hao Ping is the Vice Minister of Education and Member of 
the CPC Leading Group of the Ministry of Education. He also 
serves as a full professor at Peking University (PKU) with a Ph.D. 
in International Relations. In his earlier career, he worked as Vice 
President of PKU and Executive Member of the CPC Standing 
Committee of PKU. From 2005 to 2009, he served as President of 
Beijing Foreign Studies University. Dr. Hao Ping is also a Deputy 
to the National Committee of the 11th Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference.

Dr. Hao Ping’s publications include Historical Facts of the 
Founding of Peking University, Sun Yat-sen’s Revolution and the 
United States, and An Unfortunate Ending: John Leighton Stuart 
and China.

Vice Minister

Ministry of Education of the 
People’s Republic of China

China

HAO 
Ping

Gen. Ehsan Ul Haq was commissioned in Pakistan Army in 
October 1969. He is a graduate of Pakistan Army Command and 
Staff College Quetta, and got his masters in War Studies from 
the National Defence University, Islamabad. The general is also 
a graduate of the People’s Liberation Army Air Defence College 
Zhengzhou, People’s Republic of China (1975). 

On promotion to the rank of Lieutenant General, he was 
appointed as Commander of an elite Corps. At a critical juncture 
in Pakistan’s national history, the general held the assignment of 
Director General Military Intelligence (1998-2001). In the wake of 
the events of 9/11 and intervention in Afghanistan, General Ehsan 
was appointed as the Director General Inter Services Intelligence (ISI). 

He was elevated to the rank of 4 stars General in October 2004 
and appointed as Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
Pakistan. As the Chairman, the General was a Deputy Chairman/
member of the National Command Authority responsible, for 
development and employment of Pakistan’s Strategic (nuclear and 
missile) programmes.

Chairman (2004-2007) 

Joint Chief of Staff Committee

Pakistan

HAQ
EhsanUl
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H.E. Dr. Abdul-karim Hashim Mostafa studied at the University 
of MOSUL-IRAQ majoring in veterinary medicine from 1976 to 
1980. He then studied DEA (Diplôme d'Etudes Approfondies) 
in pharmaceutical science at the University of GRENOBLE-       
FRANCE from 1981 to 1984. He acquired a PhD in pharmaceutical 
science at the same university. In July 2004, he worked as 
ambassador at the Ministry headquarters of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Baghdad. In December of the same year, he 
became ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Iraq in Moscow. Since July 2010, Mr. Hashim Mostafa 
serves as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Iraq in China.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Iraq

HASHIM MOSTAFA
Abdul-karim

H.E. Dr. Yukio Hatoyama is a Member of the House of 
Representatives. He served as Prime Minister of Japan from 
2009 to 2010. During his time as a Member of the House of 
Representatives, he served as Parliamentary Vice Minister 
(1990), co-leader of the Democratic Party of Japan (1996), and 
Secretary General of the Democratic Party of Japan (2004) before 
becoming its leader in 2009. In 2010, Dr. Hatoyama was awarded 
the Sustainable Development Leadership Award of the Delhi 
Sustainable Development Summit 2010. 

Prior to his political career, he was Assistant Professor at Senshyu 
University. He received his BSc in Engineering from Tokyo 
University in 1969 and his Ph.D in Engineering from Stanford 
University in 1976.

Prime Minister of Japan (2009-2010)

Japan

HATOYAMA
Yukio
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Mr. He Yafei is the Vice Minister of the Overseas Chinese 
Affairs Office of the State Council. He served as Counselor of 
the Chinese Permanent Mission to the United Nations, Deputy 
Director General of the Arms Control Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Minister Counselor and Minister of the 
Embassy of China in the United States, Director General of the 
America and Pacific Department, Assistant Minister and Vice 
Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Representative and 
Ambassador of the Permanent Mission of China to the United 
Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in 
Switzerland.

Mr. He Yafei was born in Ningbo, Zhejiang Province in March 
1955, graduated from Beijing Foreign Studies University, and later 
studied at Geneva Institute of International Relations.

Vice Minister 

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office 
of the State Council

China

HE
Yafei

Dr. Hu Heping is a Professor of Hydraulic Engineering and Water 
Resources at Tsinghua University. He served as Vice President 
and Director of the Academic Committee of Beijing Hydraulic 
Engineering Society. He also served as committee member of 
the Global Water Partnership from 2006. Dr. Hu is on the editorial 
board of several leading academic journals, including the Journal 
of Hydraulic Engineering and the Journal of Geographical Science. 
In 2006, he won the National Science and Technology Progress 
Award for his research on Yellow River watershed management.

Dr. Hu Heping graduated from Tsinghua University with a  B.A. 
of Hydraulic Engineering. In 1995, he obtained his PhD from the 
University of Tokyo.

Director of University Affairs 

Tsinghua University

China

HU
Heping
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Mr. Hu Side is Chairman of the Chinese Scientists Group on 
Arms Control, the Senior Adviser of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering Physics (CAEP), and a Member of the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering. After his graduation from Fudan 
University, Hu has worked with the CAEP to design nuclear 
weapons. He has successively served as Deputy Director of the 
Research Section, Deputy Director of the Institute, Vice President 
(1990-1994) and President (1994-1999) of the CAEP. Since 1999 
he has served as Chairman of the Academic Degree Committee 
and Senior Science Advisor of the CAEP. 

Chairman

Center for Strategic Studies, China 
Academy of Engineering Physics

China

HU
Side

Dr. Huang Renwei is the Vice President of the Shanghai Academy 
of Social Sciences. He was formally a Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
University of Wisconsin and Fudan University. He is also Deputy 
Director of the Shanghai Municipal Center for International 
Studies (1995- ), Vice-Chairman of the Shanghai Association of 
International Relations (2004- ), Vice-Chairman of the Shanghai 
Association for American Studies (2003- ), and Director of the 
Pudong Institute for US Economy (1996- ). He is also a Member of 
the Council of the China Foundation of International and Strategic 
Studies and Senior Fellow of the Cross-Strait Research Center 
(2003- ) He has published many books and articles on Sino-US 
relations, Asia regional cooperation, international trade and cross-
Strait relations. His books, which include The Time and Space of 
China’s Rise, have been widely quoted in the Chinese academic 
community.

Vice President

Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences

China

HUANG
Renwei
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Mozambique

INACIO
Antonio

Dr. Igor S. Ivanov is the President of the Russian International 
Affairs Council (RIAC) and a Professor at Moscow State Institute 
of International Relations. 

Previously, he served as Minister of Foreign Affair, from 1998 
to 2004, and Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian 
Federation, from 2004 to 2007.

Minister Ivanov holds the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. He took part in the work of several U.N. General 
Assembly sessions, many international conferences, and in 
particular, co-chaired the Bosnia settlement talk in Dayton, Ohio. 
From 1991 to 1993, he represented the USSR and then Russia 
as Ambassador to Spain. He has also worked as a researcher at 
the Institute of World Economy and International Relations, USSR 
Academy of Sciences. 

Secretary (2004-2007)

Security Council of the Russian 
Federation

Russia

IVANOV
Igor S.
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H.E. Ms. Carmenza Jaramillo is Ambassador of Colombia in 
P.R.China since 2012, concurrently, she is Executive Director 
Proexport-USA (2010 to present). Prior to that, she served as 
President of the Colombian American Chamber of Commerce 
in Miami (2008-2010), Consul General of Colombia in Miami 
(1998-2007), Dean of the Consular Corps in Miami (2005-2007), 
Colombian Ambassador in India (1993 to 1997), Consul General of 
Colombia in Hong Kong (1991-1993), Colombian Embassy Advisor, 
Paris (1988-1990), Commercial Attaché Colombian Embassy in 
Paris (1987-1988), Charge d'Affaires, Colombian Embassy in Paris 
(1987), Second Secretary of Colombian Delegation in UNESCO, 
World Humanity Heritage (1986-1987), Member of Colombian 
Delegation in Antartic Conference, Paris (1988), Secretary of 
the Group of Ambassadors of Latin America and the Caribbean 
(GRULAC), Paris (1989-1990), Municipal Council in Supia, Caldas, 
Colombia (1982).

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Colombia

JARAMILLO
Carmenza

Ji Peiding, male, Han nationality, is a native and graduate of 
Jiangsu province. He was born in 1942. He served as Division 
Chief of Chinese People's Association for Friendship with 
Foreign Countries until 1985, and then First Secretary of Chinese 
Embassy in Zimbabwe. In 1989, he served as Counselor of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From 1990 to 1993, he was appointed 
Ambassadorto Namibia. Afterwards, he was Director-General in 
African Affairs Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Then 
he was appointed Assistant Minister of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He served as vice-minister of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs until 2003, and he was in charge of West Asia, Africa and 
protocol affairs. He was appointed as vice-chairman of the foreign 
affairs committee of the NPC in 2003.

President

Association of Former Diplomats 
of China

China

JI
Peiding
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Dr. Ji Zhiye was appointed in February 2013 as President of the 
China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR), 
the primary institution for comprehensive international studies in 
China. He started working for CICIR in 1994, focusing on Central 
Asian studies and Russian diplomacy as Research Professor and 
Director for Eurasian Studies. Prior to holding the post of CICIR 
Presidency, he supervises the research work on Russia, Central 
Asia and Northeast Asian security as the Executive Vice President. 

Dr. Ji Zhiye has been the leader for several state-level research 
projects and is author or co-author of numerous books and book 
chapters like Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Twists and 
Turns of Russian Fortune, Russian Think Tanks, The Ethical Issues 
of Central Asia, Global Strategic View, Strategic Chessboard in 
Asia Pacific, and Assessment on Global Strategic and Security 
Situation. He is also a regular contributor to such newspapers 
and journals as People’s Daily, Global Times, Contemporary 
International Relations and Eurasian Studies.

President

Chinese Academy of Contemporary 
International Relations

China

JI
Zhiye

Dr. Jia Qingguo is Professor and Associate Dean of the School of 
International Studies of Peking University. He received his Ph.D. 
from Cornell University in 1988. He has taught in the University of 
Vermont, Cornell University, University of California at San Diego, 
University of Sydney in Australia as well as Peking University. 
He was a research fellow at the Brookings Institution between 
1985 and 1986, a visiting professor at the University of Vienna in 
1997 and a CNAPS fellow at the Brookings Institution between 
2001 and 2002. He is a member of Standing Committee and 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference and a member 
of the Standing Committee of the Central Committee of the China 
Democratic League. He is also the Vice President of the Chinese 
American Studies Association and board member of the China 
National Taiwan Studies Association. He currently serves on the 
editorial board of several established domestic and international 
academic journals. He has published extensively on U.S.-China 
relations, relations between the Chinese mainland and Taiwan, 
Chinese foreign policy and Chinese politics.

Associate Dean

School of International Studies, 
Peking University

China

JIA
Qingguo
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Trinidad Jiménez García-Herrera is a Spanish politician who served 
as Minister of Foreign Affairs since 2010, and as Minister of 
Health and Social Policy under Prime Minister Rodríguez Zapatero 
in 2009.

In February 2012 shewas elected PSOE’s Secretary of Social 
Policy.She serves as Member of Parliament since April 2008, 
working on Commissions of Equality, Disability, Health and 
Foreign Affairs.

She has been responsible for Political Relations with America in 
the Office of International Affairs of the PSOE and advisoron the 
Global Progress Commission of the Socialist International. She 
was Secretary of State for Latin America since 2006 to 2009.

In 2000 Mrs. Jiménez was elected Secretary of the International 
Policy Committee of the PSOE Federal Executive, being reelected to 
office in 2004. In 2003 she was the candidate of the Socialist Party 
to the City of Madrid.

Minister of Foreign Affairs (2010-2011)

Spain

JIMENEZ GARCIA-HERRERA
Trinidad

Dr. Jin Canrong is a professor and Associate Dean with the School 
of International Studies at Renmin University of China. He is also 
a visiting professor at the Gerald Ford School of Public Policy, 
University of Michigan, in 2003 and 2007, and the “Weilun” Chair 
Professor at Tsinghua University, in 2006.

His education background includes a BA from Shanghai Fudan 
University in political science, a MA from the Graduate School 
of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), and a PhD from 
the School of International Studies at Peking University. Before 
joining Renmin University, he worked for the Institute of American 
Studies at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) from 
1987 to 2002. He has traveled to over 30 countries or regions 
so far. His studies focus on American politics (US Congress 
in particular), American foreign policy, Sino-US relations and 
China’s foreign policy and his main publications include over 100 
academic papers, over 500 articles for mass media, 7 books and 
5 translated books.

Associate Dean

School of International Studies of 
Renmin University

China

JIN
Canrong
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H.E. Mr. Declan Kellerher is Ambassador of Ireland to the 
People’s Republic of China since 2004. Prior to that, he was 
Ambassador, Representative of Ireland to the EU Political and 
Security Committee, Brussels (2000-2004), Assistant Secretary 
General, Department of Foreign Affairs (2000), Deputy Political 
Director, and Director for International Security Policy, Department 
of Foreign Affair (1998), Counsellor, Head of Security Policy and 
Disarmament Section, Department of Foreign Affairs (1995), First 
Secretary, Anglo-Irish Division, Department of Foreign Affairs 
(1991), First Secretary (Press and Political/Congressional Affairs), 
Embassy of Ireland, Washington DC (1987), First Secretary, 
Political Division, Department of Foreign Affairs (1983) (European 
Correspondent: 1985-1987), Second Secretary, Permanent 
Mission of Ireland to the UN, New York (1980). (Delegation of 
Ireland to the UN Security Council, 1981-1982). He entered the 
Department of Foreign Affairs as Third Secretary in 1977.

Mr. Declan Kelleher graduated from Oxford University. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Ireland

KELLEHER
Declan

H.E. Mr. Masood Khalid has been Ambassador of Pakistan to the 
People’s Republic of China since Jan. 2013. He joined the Foreign 
Service of Pakistan in 1979, and previously attended a Japanese 
language course in Naganuma Language School, Tokyo from 1980 
to 1981, served at Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Section Officer 
for Canada & Latin Americas from 1981-82 and Protocol Officer 
from 1982 to 1984. He worked as Director (China, Japan and 
Koreas) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1989 to 1992, First 
Secretary/Counselor of High Commission for Pakistan, London, 
UK, from 1992 to 1995, Counselor of Embassy of Pakistan, 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 1995 to 1998, Director (Americas) 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1998 to 2000, Director 
General (Policy Planning) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
2000 to 2001, Deputy Permanent Representative for Pakistan 
Permanent Mission to UN, New York, USA from 2001 to 2005, 
Served as Ambassador of Pakistan to Republic of Korea from 
2005 to 2007, Additional Foreign Secretary (Asia-Pacific Region) 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2007 to 2010, and High 
Commissioner for Pakistan to Malaysia from 2010 to 2013.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Pakistan

KHALID
Masood
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Dr. A. Kamal Kharrazi is the Secretary of (National) Cognitive 
Science and Technology Council (2012- ), and concurrently, 
President of Strategic Council on Foreign Relations (2006- ), 
President of the Board of Trustees, Mehr Alborz Virtual University 
(2003- ), President of the Board of Trustees, Institute for Cognitive 
Science Studies (1997- ). From 1997 to 2005, he was Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Islamic Republic of Iran. Prior to that, he 
was Permanent Representative of Islamic Republic of Iran to 
the United Nations (1989-1997), President Islamic Republic 
News Agency (1981-1989),  President of Center for Intellectual 
Development of Children and Young Adults (1980-1981), Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Political Affairs (1980-1981), Deputy President 
of Islamic Republic Broadcasting Company, Iran (1979-1980). 

Mr. A. Kamal Kharrazi holds a Doctorate Degree in Education from 
University of Houston, Texas. 

President

Strategic Council on Foreign Relations

Iran

KHARRAZI
Seyed Ali Naghi

H.E. Mrs. Khek M. Caimealy is now Ambassador of Cambodia 
to People’s Republic of China. She was appointed in 1982 as 
Chief of the Protocol services by H.R.H Samdech (Monseigneur) 
NORODOM SIHANOUK, at that time Chairman of the Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK), acknowledged 
“De Jure” by the United Nations. After the Paris Conference in 
October 1991 and the formation of the new Government was 
established from the 1993 elections, she has been integrated into 
the Royal Administration of the Royal Government of Cambodia 
as Odom Montrey (First Class) and was appointed as Director of 
the Royal Protocol and the External Relations of His Majesty the 
King of Cambodia with the rank of Ambassador. In 1999, she was 
promoted to the rank of Minister and in 2004 as Senior Minister 
in charge of the Royal Protocol and the External Relations of 
His Majesty the King of Cambodia. In November 2006, she was 
appointed by the Royal Government of Cambodia as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Cambodia to People’s 
Republic of China. In February 2009, she was appointed as High 
Privy Councilor of H.M. the King of Cambodia, with the rank of 
Deputy Prime Minister.  

KHEK
M. Caimealyi

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Cambodia



64   World Peace Forum World Peace Forum   65

H.E. Mr. Wiboon Khusakul is now Ambassador of Thailand to 
the People’s Republic of China (since 2011). In 1999, he was 
appointed Consul-General of Royal Thai Consulate-General to 
Kunming, PRC, and in 2002, he was appointed Consul-General 
of Royal Thai Consulate-General to Shanghai, PRC. From 2003 to 
2006, he served as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Thailand to the Republic of Iraq and concurrently Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Thailand to the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. From 2007 to 2010, he served as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Thailand to the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. From 2010 to Dec. 2011, he was Executive 
Director of Thailand Trade and Economic Office in Taipei, Taiwan. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of  Thailand

KHUSAKUL
Wiboon

H.E. Dr. Ernest Bai Koroma was elected as leader of the All 
People's Congress (APC), then Sierra Leone's main opposition 
party, in 2002. Koroma served as member of Parliament of 
Sierra Leone, representing his home District of Bombali, from 
2002 to 2007. In 2005, he was elected the minority leader of 
Parliament and remained in that position until his election to 
the Presidency in 2007. Koroma was sworn in as President on 
September 17, 2007 at the State House in the capital Freetown. 
In his inauguration speech, Koroma promised zero tolerance on 
corruption and said he will fight against the mismanagement 
of the country's resources. On April 16, 2009, Koroma was 
re-elected unopposed by the APC as the party's presidential 
candidate for the 2012 presidential election at the APC National 
Delegates convention held in the northern city of Makeni.
In the November 2012 presidential election, Koroma was re-
elected as President receiving 58.7% of the vote. 

KOROMA
Ernest Bai

President

Sierra Leone
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Uzbekistan

KURBANOV
Daniyar

Mr. Le Yucheng is the Assistant Minister of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MFA) of the People’s Republic of China. His area 
of responsibility is policy planning. He was the Minister of the 
Chinese Embassy in the Russian Federation from 2004 to 2008 
and Director-General of the Policy Research Department of the 
MFA from 2008 to 2009. He served as the Director-General of the 
Policy Planning Department of the MFA from 2009 to 2011.

Assistant Minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

China

LE
Yucheng
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Dr. Christian Lechervy is Strategic and Asia – Pacific Adviser to 
the President of the Republic. He was previously Deputy Director 
of the Policy Planning Staff for the French Foreign Office (2009-
2012). He was also France’s Ambassador to Turkmenistan (2006-
2009). He was also Deputy Director of the South-East Asia 
section of the Foreign Office (2002-2006), Deputy Delegate for 
Humanitarian Action and Deputy Director of the Humanitarian 
Policy Desk for the Foreign Office (2002), Diplomatic Advisor on 
International Affairs for the Minister of Defense, Sir Alain Richard 
(1997-2002) and Assistant Deputy Director for Regional Affairs at 
the Delegation for Strategic Affairs, Minister of Defense (1996-
1997). Dr. Christian Lechervv holds a PhD in Soviet Studies, a 
Master’s Degree in Econometrics, and a Master’s Degree in 
International Relations. 

Strategic and Asia–Pacific Adviser

France

LECHERVY
Christian

Director

Institute of Modern Korean Studies, 
Yonsei University

Korea

LEE
Jung Hoon
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Mark Leonard is Co-Founder and Director of the European Council 
on Foreign Relations, the first pan-European think-tank, with 
offices in Berlin, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Sofia and Warsaw 
and a Council chaired by Martti Ahtisaari, Joschka Fischer and 
Mabel van Oranje. He writes a fortnightly column on European 
and Global issues for Reuters.com.

Previously, he worked as Director of Foreign Policy at the Centre 
for European Reform, and Director of the Foreign Policy Centre, a 
think-tank he founded under the patronage of the former British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair at the age of 24. In the 1990s Mark 
worked for the think-tank Demos where his Britain™ report was 
credited with launching Cool Britannia. Mark has spent time in 
Washington as a Transatlantic fellow at the German Marshall Fund 
of the United States, and in Beijing as a visiting scholar at the 
Chinese Academy for Social Sciences.

Director

European Council on Foreign Relations

United Kingdom

LEONARD
Mark

Dr. Li Bin worked with China’s Delegation on the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) from 1993 to 1996, while he received a 
Post-doctoral Fellowship on Peace and Security in a Changing 
World awarded by the Social Science Research Council (SSRC)/
MacArthur Foundation during this period. In 1996, he was 
appointed as the Director of Arms Control Division Program for 
Science and National Security Studies (PSNSS) at the Institute 
of Applied Physics and Computational Mathematics (IPACM) 
as well as the technical advisor to the Chinese Delegation on 
CTBT in 1996. In 1999, Dr. Li left IAPCM to establish the Institute 
of Science and Public Affairs based at China Youth College for 
Political Science. Dr. Li became a faculty member of the Institute 
of International Studies in Tsinghua University since 2000 where 
he directs the Arms Control Program. In 2001-2002, he was 
invited as a civil society representative to prepare the United 
Nation’s Study on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education. 
Prof. Li supervises master degree and Ph.D. students at the Arms 
Control Program on various arms control and nonproliferation 
issues.

Professor

Department of International Relations, 
Tsinghua University

China

LI
Bin
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Dr. David Daokui Li is currently the Mansfield Freeman Chair 
Professor of the School of Economics and Management of 
Tsinghua University. He is the Director of The Schwarzman 
Scholars Program at Tsinghua University. He is also the Director of 
the Center for China in the World Economy (CCWE) at the School 
of Economics and Management of Tsinghua University.  

Before joining Tsinghua, he had been on the faculty of Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology (1999-2004) and the 
University of Michigan (1992-1999). From 1997 to 1998, he was a 
National Fellow of the Hoover Institution at Stanford University.   

In 2006, David Li was chosen by Wall Street Wire as a top ten 
most influential economist in China.

Professor Li holds a Ph.D. in economics from Harvard University. 
In 1985, he obtained his BS from Tsinghua University as one of 
the first undergraduate classes of the School of Economics and 
Management, where he is serving as a faculty member.

Director

Center for China in the World Economy 
(CCWE),  Tsinghua University

China

LI 
Daokui

Li Junru is the President of the Overseas Chinese Federation. Li is 
also a member of the 10th Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC), and a member of the Standing Committee 
of the 11th CPPCC. As a research fellow and doctoral advisor, 
Li focuses on the research of intellectual history of Marxist 
Sinicization. He is a member and chief expert of the Central 
Advisory Committee for Marxism Research and Building. Li was 
formerly Director of Research Center of Mao Zedong Thought, 
Director of Research Center of Deng Xiaoping Theory, Deputy 
Director General of Theory Bureau of the Propaganda Department 
of the Central Committee of the CPC, and Deputy Director of 
Research Room of the History of CPC. Li has published numerous 
works and is the recipient of several national and international 
awards.

President

Overseas Chinese Federation

China

LI
Junru
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Dr. Li Shenming is Vice President and Deputy Secretary of the 
Leading Party Group of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
(CASS), where he is also a research fellow and doctoral advisor. 
Other posts include representative of the 16th and 17th National 
People’s Congresses (NPC); member of the 10th and 11th 
NPC Standing Committees; Head of the Group of International 
Studies of the National Philosophy and Social Science Evaluation 
Commission; and President of the Chinese Association of 
Political Science. His main research areas are party construction; 
democracy and politics; and global strategy. Some of his 
publications include: Be Vigilant on Possible Danger in Peace 
Time: 20 Years’ Reflections on Soviet Communist Party’s Decline; 
Construction of the Chinese Communist Party in a Global Context; 
War, Peace and Socialism; China’s Peaceful Development and 
Global Strategy; World Socialism Tracking Research Report: 2010-
2011 (series); and over 100 articles. He is the recipient of several 
national awards.

Vice President

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

China

LI
Shenming

Dr. Li  Wei is the Director of the Institute of Japanese Studies of 
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), former deputy 
director of Bureau of International Cooperation, Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences (1998-2008), concurrently with the secretary 
general of Japanese law research center of the Institute of Law, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (since1992). In 1996 she 
received an LL.D from the Graduate School of CASS and became 
a professor in 1999. She has been the Director of the Institute of 
Japanese Studies of CASS since September 2008.

From June 1984 to December 1984 she was a Visiting Fellow of 
the Investigation Division of the Long Term Credit Bank of Japan. 
From February 1991 to June 1992, she was a Visiting Fellow 
of the Faculty of Law of Tokyo University. From January 2007 
to June 2007, she was a visiting professor at the Cooperation 
Center of Comprehensive Law and Policy Practice of Hitotsubashi 
University. 

Director

Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences

China

LI
Wei
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Li Xiangyang is a research fellow and director of National Institute 
of International Strategy (NIIS), Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS), and he is also a professor of the Post-Graduate 
School of CASS, Vice-president of the China Society of World 
Economics, Vice-President of the China Society of American 
Economy. 

He graduated from the Central University of Finance and 
Economics in 1983, and received his PhD in economics from 
Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1998. 

He specializes in international economics and firm theory. He has 
written research papers on WTO, regional trade arrangements, 
international economic rules, globalization as well as the 
foreign economic policy of China. Li’s works on regionalism 
and globalization has influenced both academic research and 
economic education. 

Director

National Institute of International 
Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences

China

LI
Xiangyang

Dr. Li Yonghui is the Dean of the School of International Relations 
and Diplomacy and the Executive Director at the Research Center 
for Public Diplomacy at Beijing Foreign Studies University. He is 
also a professor at the university.

Professor Li is a member of the Chinese International Relations 
Studies Society, the United Nations Association of the 
People's Republic of China, the America Association of the 
People's Republic of China and the National Society for College 
International Politics Studies. He is Vice-Chairman of the Beijing 
Society for College International Politics Studies.

His research fields include US Politics and Foreign Policy, 
Diplomacy Strategy, and Public Diplomacy.

Dean

School of International Relations and 
Diplomacy, Beijing Foreign Studies 
University

China

LI 
Yonghui
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Dr. Lin Guijun is a professor of Economics at the University 
of International Business and Economics (UIBE). He is the 
Vice President of UIBE, editor of International Trade Journal 
(guojimaoyiwenti) , a chairperson for the Degree-Conferring 
Committee in applied economics under the State Council of the 
People’s Republic of China, member of China’s social science 
committee, deputy director of All China International Trade 
Association and Secretary General for the consortium of all China 
international trade programs, a chief committee member of the 
Committee of the Professional Program in International Business 
under the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Education 
and a member on advisory board of the Ministry of Commerce.

His research interests are in international trade policies and 
international monetary economics. In recent years, he has 
published in the Review of International Economics,China 
Economic Review, etc. His current research interests include 
WTO reform, regional economic integration, TPP, industrial 
upgrading in China and global supply chain and Factory Asia. 

Vice President

University of International Business 
and Economics

China

LIN
Guijun

H.E. Mr. Ka Leung Loh was appointed as Singapore’s Ambassador 
to the People’s Republic of China in March 2012. Previously, 
he had served as Deputy Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Head 
of Mission in Taipei, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister and 
later Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, Deputy Chief of Mission / 
Minister-Counselor in the Singapore Embassy to the USA and 
Director (Middle East) in Foreign Ministry. Mr Loh has extensive 
experience in Free Trade Agreement negotiations having 
served as Head of Delegation for Singapore’s negotiations with 
Chinese Taipei on an Economic Partnership Agreement and as 
Spokesperson and Deputy Head of the Special Congressional 
Taskforce for the US-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
negotiations. Mr. Loh graduated from the National University 
of Singapore with First Class Honours in Economics. He also 
attended Stanford University’s Sloan Masters Programme and 
graduated with a Masters of Science in Management. Mr. Loh is 
a member of the Lien Ying Chow Fellowship Council and Patron 
of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce and Industry in China.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Singapore

LOH
Ka Leung
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Ambassador Lu Shumin was born in Shanxi Province in 1950. He 
served as a staff member of the Department of North American 
and Oceanian Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 
Chinese Embassy in Canada and the Beijing Service Bureau for 
Diplomatic Missions. In 1993, he was appointed Deputy Director-
General of the Department of North American and Oceanian 
Affairs of the MFA. From 2002 to 2008, he served as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to Indonesia (2002-
2005) and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
China to Canada (2005-2008). From 2008 to 2011, he served as 
the Commissioner of the Foreign Ministry in the Macao Special 
Administrative Region.

Vice President

Chinese People's Institute of Foreign 
Affairs

China

LU
Shumin

LUO 
Yuan

Major General Luo Yuan is Executive Director and Deputy 
Secretary General of China's Military Science Society, Vice 
President and Secretary General of CSCPA, Member of the 
CPPCC, and a doctorial tutor. He has pursued advanced studies in 
the PLA International Relations Institute and the National Defense 
University, and was also invited to George Washington University 
as a Senior Visiting Scholar. Luo has presided over or participated 
in research on the “General idea of the Army building of the Ninth 
Five-year and Tenth Five-Year Planning,“ “The Army cross-century 
development strategy,” and “International situation and peripheral 
security surrounding China forecast in the early 21st century.“ Luo 
is also Chief editor or coauthor of Annals of War of the People's 
Liberation Army, Annals of the Chinese People's Volunteers, 
Theory of Forecasting with Military, Science of Strategy, Strategic 
Assessment, and Comments on the War in Iraq, among others.

Vice President

China Council for the Promotion of 
Cultural Strategy

China
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Maj. Gen. Ma Jian, professor of the PLA Air Force Command 
College, was born in July 1955 in Changchun, Jilin Province. 
He joined the PLA Air Force in 1970 and graduated from No. 
16 Air Force Aviation Academy in August 1973. He was once 
navigator, staff officer and then deputy chief of the Operations 
Office, staff officer of the Operations Department of the Air 
Force Staff Command in 1979, chief of the Operations Office of 
the Operations Department, deputy director and then director 
of the Operations Department of the Air Force Staff Command. 
He became deputy director of the Operations Department of the 
General Staff Headquarters in April 2004. He was appointed his 
current post in December 2008. He was conferred with the rank 
of Air Force Major General in July 2005.

Commandant

PLA Air Force Command College

China

MA
Jian

Ma Mingqiang is the Secretary General of the ASEAN-China 
Center. Prior to this appointment, he served as Deputy Director-
General of the Asian Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MFA). From 2008 to 2010 he was Counselor in the Asian 
Department of the MFA. From 2007 to 2008 he was Counselor 
and Director of the Office for the Korean Peninsula Issue at the 
MFA.

Mr. Ma has also served as Counselor in the Chinese Embassy 
in Afghanistan, and as Second Secretary, First Secretary and 
Counselor in the Chinese Embassy in Malaysia.

He majored in diplomacy at the College of Cardiff at the University 
of Wales, graduating in 1986. 

Secretary General

ASEAN-China Center

China

MA
Mingqiang
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Mr. Ma Zhengang is Vice Chairman of the China Public Diplomacy 
Association. Concurrently, he is Member of Public Diplomacy 
Advisory Committee, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2010- ), Member 
of Foreign Policy Advisory Group, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (2008- ), and Chairman of the National Committee at 
the Council for Security and Cooperation in the Asia Pacific 
(2005- ). From 2006-2012, he was Chairman of China Arms 
Control and Disarmament Association. From 2004-2009, he was 
Party Secretary and President of China Institute of International 
Studies. From 2002-2003, he was Acting Deputy Director of 
Office of the Foreign Affairs Leading Group of the CPC Central 
Committee. From 1997-2002, he served as Ambassador of China 
to the UK. 

Mr. Ma graduated from Beijing Foreign Languages University in 
1965, and from 1965-1967, he was student for further education 
in Ealing Technical College and London School of Economics and 
Political Science, the United Kingdom.

Vice Chairman

China Public Diplomacy Association

China

MA
Zhengang

Mr. Ukeru Magosaki was born in Anshan of China in July 19th, 
1943. He serves as director of the Institute of Asian Community 
at present. In 1966, he entered Law Faculty of Tokyo University. 
From 1967 to 1968, he studied in School of Slavonic and East 
European Studies in University College London. From 1983 
to 1985, he worked as director of Analysis of Department of 
Research in Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A year later, he became 
minister at the embassy in Iraq. In 1989, he served as minister 
at the embassy in Canada. Two years later, he worked as director 
of International Relations in National Institute of Research 
Advancement. Mr. Magosaki published many books and articles 
and his current research interests are Japanese diplomacy, 
Japanese security policy, International regional policies (particularly 
the United States, Russia, China and the Middle East). Mr. 
Magosaki has accepted PHP Prize in memory of Mr. Hichihei 
Yamamoto for the book, Japanese Diplomacy- Testimony from the 
Inside.

Director

Institute of Asian Community 

Japan

MAGOSAKI
Ukeru
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H.E. Mrs. Ioanna Malliotis is Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Cyprus to the People’s Republic of China since 
Feb. 2012, concurrently, she is Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (since 
July, 2012), Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
Mongolia (since September, 2012), and Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Korea (since April, 2013). 
From 2007 to 2012, she served as Chief of Protocol of the 
Republic of Cyprus. Before that, from 2003 to 2007, she served as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Netherlands, 
concurrently, she was Ambassador, Permanent Representative to 
the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (2004-
2007), Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Suriname 
(2004-2007). From 2002 to 2003, she served as First Counselor, 
Division of the European Union Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Cyprus. From 1999 to 2002, she was Counselor 
and Deputy Head of Mission, in Cyprus Embassy, Paris, France.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Cyprus

MALLIOTIS
Ioanna

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Guinea

MAMADY
Diare
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H.E. Mr. Borislav Maric has been Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the P.R. of 
China since Feb. 2013. From 2010-2012, he served as Head of 
Beijing Representative Office of Bauxite Corporation-Milici (RS, 
Bosinia and Herzegovina). Prior to that, he was Senior Mining 
Expert in The Government of the Republic of Srpska, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (2009-2010), Permanent Representative 
and Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Permanent 
Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the Council of Europe 
in Strasbourg (France) (2005-2009), Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Bosnia and Herzegovina to China (2002-
2005), Assistant Minister of Mining, Industry and Energetics in 
the Government of Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(2000-2002). 

From 1997 to 2001, he was President of Prijedor Municipal 
Assembly, RS, Bosnia and Herzegovina; from 1991 to 1997, he 
was Owner and General Manager of Marik-Prijedor Company, RS, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina

MARIC
Borislav

H.E. Mr. Philip Sang’ Ka Marmo is the Ambassador of the United 
Republic of Tanzania to the People’s Republic of China. From 
1985 to 2010, he served as a Member of Parliament in Mbulu. 
From 2006 to 2010, he also served as Minister of State in the 
President’s Office and Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office. Throughout his career, he wrote various articles on law and 
legal drafting in local and international journals. 

Mr. Marmo graduated from the University of Dar es Salaam 
in 1977. In 1984, he received a Master’s degree in Legislative 
Drafting at Bangladesh Institute of Law and International Affairs. 

MARMO
Philip Sang’ka

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of  Tanzania
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H.E. Mr. Gustavo A. Martino is a career diplomat. He is a graduate 
of the University of La Plata in Argentina where he obtained a 
degree in Economics and after he joined the Foreign Economic 
Service of the Ministry of economy in 1981. From 1986 to 
1993 he was Deputy Trade Commissioner at the Consulate of 
Argentina in New York. Following that assignment, he started 
working for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade. From 1996 to 2003 he was the Head of the Economic and 
Commercial Department at the Embassy of Argentina in London, 
United Kingdom. From 2004 to March 2009 he was the General 
Director for Trade Promotion of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade. His responsibilities included carrying out 
successful strategic plans for the development and the promotion 
of Argentine exports and investments in global markets. 
Regarding his academic experience he was assistant professor 
of Economics and Statistics at Catholic University and El Salvador 
University in Buenos Aires, between 1982 and 1985. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Argentine 

MARTINO
Gustavo A.

H.E. Dr. Mahesh Maskey was appointed Ambassador of Nepal to 
the People’s Republic of China in 2012. He is also the Executive 
Chair of the Nepal Public Health Foundation. From 2006-2007, he 
was the Chief Advisor to the Honorable Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Health and Population, Mr. Amik Serchan. He 
then served as Chair of the High-level Health Policy Advisory 
Committee of the Ministry of Health and Population until 2009. 
Amongst other positions, he has served as President of South-
South Solidarity- an international development organization- 
and Member of the Advisory Council for Health Research, 
World Health Organization, and South East Asia Region. He is 
a published author and has written many political and literary 
articles in addition to health related scientific articles. 

Dr. Maskey received his MA in Public Health from the 
University of Leeds, UK. He completed his Doctor of Science in 
Epidemiology at Boston University in 2001. 

MASKEY
Mahesh Kumar

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Nepal
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Mrs. Jessica Tuchman Mathews is the President of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, a foreign policy think tank in 
Washington D.C. Her career includes posts in the executive and 
legislative branches of government, in management and research 
in the nonprofit arena, and in journalism. 

Mathews attended Radcliffe College (1963–1967), earning her 
A.B. magna cum laude in 1967. She continued her education in 
biochemistry and biophysics at California Institute of Technology 
(1968–1973), receiving her doctorate in 1973.

From 1977 to 1979, she was director of the Office of Global 
Issues of the National Security Council. In 1993, she returned to 
government as deputy to the Undersecretary of State for Global 
Affairs. From 1982 to 1993, she was the founding vice president 
and director of research of the World Resources Institute. She 
was a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations from 
1993 to 1997 and served as director of the Council’s Washington 
program.

MATHEWS
Jessica Tuchman

President

Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace

United States

H.E. Mr. Dmitry Fedorovich Mezentsev is Ambassador-at-large 
of the Russian Federation Ministry of Foreign Affairs. At SCO 
Heads of State Council meeting in Beijing on 7 June 2012, he 
was appointed the office of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
Secretary-General for the duration of 1 January 2013 through 31 
December 2015. He is professor, head of political psychology 
department of Saint Petersburg State University, PhD in political 
psychology, and doctoral candidate of Moscow State Institute 
(University) of International Relations of the Russian Federation 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 2008.

Mr. Dmitry Fedorovich Mezentsev served Special Representative 
on SCO Business Council Affairs (2006), the same year he was 
elected, and in 2009 reelected as SCO BC Chairman. From 
January 2002 to June 2009 he was representative of the Irkutsk 
Region Administration at the Council of Federation of the Federal 
Assembly of the Russian Federation, Chairman of the Information 
Policy Committee, from 2004 to 2009 he served as Deputy 
Chairman of the Council of Federation of the Federal Assembly of 
the Russian Federation. 

Secretary-General

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

Russia

MEZENTSEV
Dmitry Fedorovich
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Djibouti

MIGUIL
Abdallah Abdillahi

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Rasheed was appointed as Ambassador of 
Maldives to China on December 23, 2012.

May 2012, he was appointed as Ambassador-at-Large, and was 
served as Charge d’Affaires atthe Embassy of Maldives in Beijing 
from 27 May to 18 December 2012.

From June 2011 to April 2012, he worked as Program Officer in 
World Health Organization Country Office for South Pacific and 
Division of Pacific Technical Support, Suva, Fiji. From August to 
December 2010, he was a Consultant at WHO Western Pacific 
Regional Office, Manila, Philippines. On 12th of November 
2012, Mr. Mohamed Rasheed was sworn in as the Minister for 
Economic Development of Maldives Democratic Party (MDP) 
alliance cabinet, and served as Minister until 10th of May 2010.

Mr. Rasheed was educated at National Taiwan University, Taipei, 
Taiwan and Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, USA. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Maldives

MOHAMED
Rasheed
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H.E. Dr. Imad Moustapha presented his credentials to President 
Hu Jintao in March 2012 as the Ambassador of Syria to 
China. Prior to that, he served as his country’s Ambassador in 
Washington D.C. from 2003 to 2011.

Before joining the diplomatic corps, he was an academic at 
the University of Damascus. From 2000 to 2003 he served as 
Dean of Information Technology at that university, as well as 
Secretary General of the Arab School on Science and Technology. 
Throughout his academic career, Imad Moustapha acted as a 
consultant to several international, Arab and regional organizations 
such as the ESCWA, UNDP, UNESCO, and ALECSO. He is a co-
author of the renowned UN report “Human Development in the 
Arab World”.

Imad Moustapha holds a Ph.D. degree from the University of 
Surrey, U.K.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Syria

MOUSTAPHA
Imad

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Van Tho has been Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Vietnam to People’s Republic of China 
since 2008. From 2007 to 2008, he served as Deputy Minister of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, and concurrently Chairman 
of Vietnam’s UNESCO National Committee. Prior to that, he 
served as Director General of Department of Policy Planning 
(2005-2007), First Deputy Director General in the Institute for 
International Relations (Ha Noi, Vietnam) (2004-2005), Consul 
General of Vietnam’s Consulate General in Sydney (2000-2004), 
Expert, then Deputy Director General (since Mar 1996) of 
Department of Policy Planning (1995-2000), Second Secretary 
in Vietnam’s Embassy in China (1989-1992), and Expert in China 
Department (1985-1989). He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Vietnam in 1977. 

Mr. Nguyen Van Tho holds a Master degree in International 
Relations from Hull University, UK. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Vietnam

NGUYEN
Van Tho
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Cherie Nursalim is the Chair of Three on the Bund and the 
Executive Director of GITI Group. She earlier worked as a 
research associate at the Harvard Business School. She is serving 
on the board of the International Chambers of Commerce, on the 
International and Asia Advisory Boards for Columbia University 
and MIT Sloan School of the Management respectively, and on 
the Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy. She is also 
on the Leadership Council of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network. The family has over 15 years 
collaborated with Tsinghua and Fudan University in China. She 
is among the founding members of the China Disabled Persons 
Foundation Board, and of the Global Philanthropic Circle in New 
York. She initiated initiatives for HIV AIDS awareness in Indonesia 
for GT organization which won awards from UNAIDS, International 
Labor Organization and the Indonesian government. She is a 
recipient of Baiyulan Award from the Shanghai government. She 
received her Bachelor in Engineering Science and Economics from 
Oxford University, and her Master in Business Administration 
from Columbia Business School.

Executive Director

GITI Group

Singapore

NURSALIM
Cherie

H.E. Mr. Omar Ahmad Adi Nasib Al Bitar is UAE Ambassador 
to China since 2010. Prior to that, he served as Vice President, 
Paris Sorbonne University-Abu Dhabi & Member of the PSUAD 
Management Council (2006-2009), Commander ofKhalifa Bin 
Zayed Air College in Khalifa Bin Zayed Air College-Al Ain (2002-
2006), Director of Logistics & Deputy Director of Logistics in 
General Head Quarters of UAE Armed Forces (2000-2002), 
Director of Information in Emirates Center for Strategic Studies 
& Research (1999-2000), Director of Logistics (1993-1999), Head 
of Operation Department (1991-1993) in UAE Air Force & Air 
Defense-HQ, Squadron Commander of Transport Squadron/pilot 
& Instructor C-130 (1985-1991), Flight Commander of Fighter 
Squadron/Operational Fighter pilot (1977-1985).

He was top graduate from the Air Academy in Egypt, and top 
graduate from the Advanced Pilot Training in Italy. He gained 
Superior and Excellent results from all three courses (SOS, ACSC 
and AWC) attended at Air University in the USA. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of United Arab Emirates

OMAR AHMAD
Adi Nasib
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Stephen A. Orlins has been president of the National Committee 
on U.S. - China Relations since May 2005. Prior to that, Mr. Orlins 
was the managing director of Carlyle Asia and the chairman of 
the board of Taiwan Broadband Communications, one of Taiwan’s 
largest cable television and high speed internet providers. Prior 
to joining Carlyle, he was a senior advisor to AEA Investors Inc., 
a New York based leveraged buyout firm, with responsibility for 
AEA’s business activities throughout Asia.

Mr. Orlins is a magna cum laude graduate of Harvard College 
and earned his law degree at Harvard Law School. He speaks 
Mandarin Chinese and is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations.

In 1992, Mr. Orlins was the Democratic nominee for the United 
States Congress in New York’s Third Congressional District.

President

National Committee on U.S.-China 
Relations

United States

ORLINS
Stephen A.

Mr. In-Kook Park is the President of Korea Foundation for 
Advanced Studies (KFAS). Before, he served as Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the UN 
(2008-2011).

Mr. Park served as Director of the UN Disarmament and Nuclear 
Energy Division (1994), the Deputy Minister for Policy Planning 
and International Organizations in Korea Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (2006) and Deputy Foreign Minister for multilateral and 
global issues (2007). In the United Nation, Mr. Park served as 
the President of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament (2004) 
and Chairman of 2nd Committee of the UN General Assembly 
(Finance, Economy, Development and Environment, 2009-2010). 
He has recently served as Co-Chair of Preparatory Committee for 
the UN conference on Sustainable Development (the Rio+20 UN 
Environment Summit, 2012). 

Mr. Park In-kook holds a Master’s Degree from the Graduate 
School of Law (1980) at Seoul National University. 

President

Korea Foundation for Advanced 
Studies

Korea

PARK
In-Kook
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Peng Guangqian, Major General (Ret.), Senior Strategic Analyst, 
Deputy Secretary-general of China Council for National Security 
Policy Studies, Commissioner of Global Zero Commission, 
Graduated from the Department of History, Peking University at 
1967, has been Senior fellow of The Atlantic Council of The United 
States of America from 1994 to 1995.

His main academic achievements include The Science of Military 
Strategy, Military Science Press,2001, Brief Introduction to 
Military Strategy, PLA Press,1989, China's Constructive Role 
in the Promotion of Peace and Development in Southeast Asia, 
Paper for the 1995 Pacific Symposium, Feb 22-23, 1995, Hawaii, 
Military Transparency and Security in Asia Pacific Region, Paper 
for Nov.16-17, 1995, The Singapore Transparency Talks, Sino-US 
Ties Gains Strength: New Strategic Relations Shape Security 
Policies, US Defence News, April 3-9, 1995.

Deputy Secretary-General

China Council for National Security 
Policy Studies

China

PENG 
Guangqian

Ambassador Peng Keyu, was born in September 1950. He has 
a Master degree. He is vice President of the Chinese People’s 
Institute of Foreign Affairs. From 1974 to 1978, he was member 
of Chinese Expert Team in Pakistan. From 1978 to 1988, he was 
Staff Member, Third Secretary and Deputy Director of Department 
of Consular Affairs in Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From 1993 to 
1999, he was Deputy Director-General, and Director-General 
of Department of Consular Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. From 1999 to 2003, he was Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to Zambia. 
From 2004 to 2007, he served as Consul-General (Ambassador) 
of the People’s Republic of China in San Francisco. From 2007 to 
2011, he served as Consul-General (Ambassador) of the People’s 
Republic of China in New York.

Vice President

Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign 
Affairs

China

PENG 
Keyu
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H.E. Mr. Friis Arne Petersen is Ambassador of Denmark to the 
People’s Republic of China and Mongolia since Sep. 2010. Prior 
to that, he was Ambassador of Denmark to the U.S.(2005-
2010), Head of the Foreign Ministry, Permanent Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Alternate for the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in the European Union Council of Ministers (1997-2005), 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign and Security Policy (1995-
1997), Director, Russia and Eastern Europe Department (1994-
1995), Chief of Staff of Foreign Minister NielsHelveg Petersen’s 
office (1993-1994), Chief of Staff of Foreign Minister UffeElleman 
Jensen’s office (1986-1993).

He worked for Denmark-America Foundation from 1997-2006, 
concurrently worked as Co-chairman of the Danish-Russian 
Intergovernmental Council on Economic Co-operation from (1997-
2005).

Mr. Friis Arne Petersen holds a master degree of economics from 
the University of Copenhagen. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Denmark

PETERSEN
Friis Arne 

Dr. Qu Xing is now the President of China Institute of International 
Studies, President of China Arms Control and Disarmament 
Association and Professor of China Foreign Affairs University.

Dr. Qu graduated from China Foreign Affairs University in 1985, 
getting an M.A. in history. He received his doctorate in political 
science from the Paris Institute of Political Studies in 1992. He 
was the Director of the Teaching and Research Section of China’s 
foreign relations of the China Foreign Affairs University in 1993, 
then Deputy Dean of the Department of Diplomacy in 1994, 
and Vice President of the University in 1999. In 2006, he served 
as Minister in Chinese Embassy in France. In January 2010, he 
served as the President of China Institute of International Studies.

He is also Vice Chairman of China National Association for 
International Studies, Vice Chairman of China Foundation for 
International Studies and Academic Exchanges, Vice Chairman of 
Chinese Association for American Studies, Director of the China 
Center for SCO Studies, Chairman of Chinese Association for 
French Studies.

President

China Institute of International Studies

China

QU
Xing
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H.E. Mr. Hassane Rabehi joined in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1983. In 1988 he was posted at the Algerian Embassy in New 
Delhi. In 1992 he returned to Algiers to take up the position of 
desk officer for Ocean Affairs, then desk officer for Japan and 
Korean Peninsula, before taking on the role of deputy director of 
Eastern Asia. On 20th January 1996 he was appointed head of the 
Cabinet of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On October 1997, he was appointed Ambassador to the Republic 
of Ghana where he accomplished a tour of duty of seven years. In 
2004 he returned to Algiers to take the role of acting Director for 
Meridional and Northern Asia.

Later that year he was promoted Director General of Consular 
Affairs. On July 2008 he was appointed Director General of the 
Algerian Community abroad.

RABEHI
Hassane

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Algeria 

Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy was a senior United States diplomat 
specializing in Asian affairs. He also specialized in Soviet affairs 
and served in Moscow at the height of the Cold War. Ambassador 
Roy served as Assistant Secretary of State for intelligence and 
research from 1999 to 2000.

Roy rose to become a three-time ambassador, serving as the top 
U.S. envoy in Singapore (1984–86), the People's Republic of China 
(1991–95), and Indonesia (1996–99). In 1996, he was promoted 
to the rank of Career Ambassador, the highest rank in the United 
States Foreign Service.

Roy is currently Vice Chairman of Kissinger Associates, Inc.
Chairman of the Hopkins-Nanjing Advisory Council and a director 
of Conoco Phillips and Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. 
He is also a trustee of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace and Co-Chair of The United States-Indonesia Society 
(USINDO). In August 2008, Ambassador Roy was named director 
of the Kissinger Institute for Chinese-US Studies .

Director

Kissinger Institute on China and the 
United States

United States

ROY
J. Stapleton
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Prime Minister (2007-2010)

Australia

RUDD
Kevin

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd served as Australia’s 26th Prime Minister 
between 2007-2010 and subsequently as Australia’s Foreign 
Minister from 2010 until 2012. Mr. Rudd was elected as Leader 
of the Labor Party in 2006 and was only the third Labor leader to 
win government from the opposition since World War II. As Prime 
Minister, Mr. Rudd led Australia’s response during the Global 
Financial Crisis. Australia was the only major advanced economy 
not to go into recession, in large part because of the Australian 
Government’s policy response which the OECD/IMF assessed as 
one of the most effective in the world. Mr. Rudd is internationally 
recognized as one of the founders of the G20 as the premier 
global economic decision-making institution. He is recognized as 
a major driving force behind the 2010 decision to expand the East 
Asia Summit to include the United State in this important regional 
institution, a major step forward to realizing his longer term vision 
for an Asia Pacific Community which he first proposed in 2008. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Costa Rica

RUIZ
Marco Vinicio

H.E. Mr. Ruiz has developed businesses in the food industry, 
agriculture and computer technology. He has served as President 
of the Costa Rican and Central American Business Federations 
and headed private sector through FTA of the Americas (FTAA) 
and Dominican Republic/Central America FTA with the United 
States (CAFTA).

He was Minister of Foreign Trade under President Oscar Arias 
(2006-2010). In 2010, President Laura Chinchilla appointed him 
Ambassador of Costa Rica to the People’s Republic of China. 
He presented his letters of credence to President Hu Jintao on 
December 1st, 2010.

Ambassador Ruiz holds an Industrial Engineer Degree from the 
University of Costa Rica and a Master’s Degree in Business 
Administration from New York University.
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H.E. Mr. Svein O. Sæther has been Ambassador of Norway 
to China and Mongolia since 2007. From 2001 to 2007, he 
was appointed Director General of Peace and Humanitarian 
Affairs Department for UN. From 1997 to 2001, he served as 
Ambassador of Norway to Tel Aviv and Nicosia. From 1992 to 
1997, he was Ambassador of Norway to Ankara and Baku. From 
1987 to 1992, he served as Special Adviser for Disarmament. 
Before that, he worked as Principal Officer in the Department 
for Political Affairs for one year. From 1983 to 1986, he was High 
Executive Officer in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway. From 
1980 to 1983, he served as First Secretary in Geneva, and before 
that, he was First Secretary in Bangkok (1977-1980). Mr. Svein O. 
Sæther attended Foreign Service training for career officers from 
1975 to 1977.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Norway

SAETHER
Svein O.

H.E. Mr. Mahdi Safari is ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of Iran to China. He served 
as vice minister of Ministry of Communication and Information 
Technology for two years. In 1990, he took the position of deputy 
ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Federal Republic 
of Germany for three years. In 1992, he served as ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
the Republic of Austria for three years. Then from 1995 to 2001, 
he served as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran to Russian Federation. From 2001 to 
2005, he became director general of the Commonwealth of the 
Independent States (CIS) and the Caucasia Area of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. From 2005 to 2007, he served as vice minister 
in charge of Asian and Pacific Affairs & Special Representative 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Caspian Sea Affairs. From 
2007 to 2009, he worked as vice minister in charge of European 
Countries Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the I.R. of 
Iran. From 2009 to 2010, he worked as special representative to 
the President in Caspian Sea Affairs and Special Assistant to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the I.R. of Iran. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Iran

SAFARI
Mahdi
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Mr. Kadry Said is Military and Technology Advisor and head of the 
Security Studies Unit of Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic 
Studies in Cairo, Egypt. In 1970, he studied in military science and 
mechanical engineering in the Military Technical College (MTC). 
Then in 1981, he acquired an Ph.D. in mechanical engineering 
from the "Ecole Nationale Superieure de l'Aeronautique et de 
l'Espace (ENSAE)" of Toulouse, France. 

Since 2002, he has been a board member of the Pugwash 
Organization for Sciences and World Affairs. From 2007 to 2009, 
he served as Vice Chairman of the Egyptian Pugwash. Since 
August 2000, he worked as member of the Egyptian Council 
for Foreign Affairs (ECFA). In January 2013, he became member 
of Academic Advisory Board (AAB) for the NATO Regional 
Cooperation Course (NRCC) of NATO Defense College (NDC). 
From 2002 to 2009, he worked as member of the Committee for 
Strategic Planning in the Egyptian Council for Space Research 
Science and Technology. 

Military and Technology Advisor

Security Studies Unit of Al-Ahram 
Center for Political and Strategic 
Studies

Egypt

SAID
Kadry

H.E. Mr. Guy Saint-Jacques (BA, Université de Montréal, 1974; 
MA [Land Planning and Regional Development], Laval University, 
1976) joined the Department of External Affairs in 1977. His 
postings have included New York City, Mexico City, Kinshasa, 
Washington and London. (He has served as deputy head of 
mission in both London and Washington, two of Canada’s most 
important diplomatic missions.) At Headquarters, he has served 
with the Consular Affairs, Francophone Africa and Science and 
Technology divisions and the Office of the Associate Deputy 
Minister. He also served as deputy director of the Environment 
and Energy Division, as director of both the Personnel (Political 
and Commercial) and the Assignments divisions, and as director 
general of the Personnel Management Bureau. He most recently 
served as chief negotiator and ambassador for climate change for 
the Government of Canada. 

He has previously served in Hong Kong and twice in Beijing. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Canada

SAINT-JACQUES
Guy
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Mr. Akylbek Saliev is Director of Institute for Strategic Analysis 
and Planning. Previously, he was Minister-Counselor of the 
Embassy of Kyrgyz Republicin the Russian Federation(1997-2005), 
Director of International Institute for Strategic Research under the 
President of Kyrgyz Republic(1992-1997), Correspondent of TASS 
(Telegraph Agency of Soviet Union)(1987-1992), Editor of State 
Commission of Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic on television 
and radio broadcasting under the State Commission of USSR in 
television and radiobroadcasting (1976-1978). 

Mr. Akylbek Saliev speaks Kyrgyz, Russian, Hungarian, and 
English. He holds a PhD degree in political science.

Director

Institute for Strategic Analysis and 
Planning

Kyrgyzstan

SALIEV
Akylbek

H.E. Mr. Malam Sambú graduated in Chinese language at the 
Beijing Languages Institute of China in 1989. In 1994, he obtained 
a bachelor degree in Electrical Electronic Engineering of Nanjing 
Normal University of China. In 1999, he obtained master degree 
in the University of Macau. From 1994 to 2001, he worked as 
coordinator of Electrical and Electronic Sector in the University 
of Macau.From 2001 to 2007, he served as first secretary of 
the Embassy of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau in the People’s 
Republic of China. From 2007 to 2010, he became entrepreneur 
and owner of the Health Clinic (Poilão da vida) in Lisbon-Portugal. 
Concurrently, from 2008 to 2010, he was Guinea-Bissau Member 
of the House of Representatives. In 2008, he was elected as the 
candidate for the post of Prime Minister for the Party PRS. From 
2010 to 2012, he came back to China as the first secretary of the 
Embassy of the Republicof Guinea-Bissau in Beijing. From 2012 to 
now, he has been ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Guiné-Bissau to the People's Republic of 
China. From 2012 to 2013, he was ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of the Republic of Guiné-Bissau to Japan, 
Singapore and India.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Guiné-Bissau

SAMBU
Malam
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H.E. Mr. Sarudin was appointed the Malaysian ambassador 
to China in May 2010. Prior to becoming ambassador, he held 
various high-level administrative positions in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and diplomatic missions.
In 1979 Mr. Sarudin was the Ministry's ASEAN Assistant 
Secretary; in 1989 Principal Assistant Secetary (CHOGM); in 1989 
Assistant Secretary (East Asia); in 1998 Deputy Director-General 
(ASEAN); and in 2006 Deputy Secretary-General III.

Internationally, Mr. Sarudin has held positions as Second 
Secretary in the Malaysian Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia (1983), 
First Secretary in the Malaysian High Commission in Lagos, 
Nigeria (1986) and later as Counsellor in the Malaysian Embassy in 
Santiago, Chile (1991) and Counsellor in the Malaysian Embassy 
in Sarajevo, Bosnia(1996).
Mr. Sarudin also served as High Commissioner to Sri Lanka (2000) 
and Ambassador to the Philippines (2004). 

Mr. Sarudin obtained his BA from the Universiti Malaya in 1979.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Malaysia

SARUDIN
Datuk Iskandar

Pro. Abdunabi Sattorov graduated from the Tajik State National 
University and he has a Doctor degree of Philosophical Science.

He is a scientist and a politician who actively participates in 
political, public, scientific and cultural life of the Republic of 
Tajikistan. He is the author of more than 450 scientific, literary 
and politicalworks.

Since 1999 till 2006 he worked as a Deputy Minister of Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan. He has a Diplomatic 
Rank of the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
First Class and he is was awarded by “Sharaf” (Glory) order of the 
Republic of Tajikistan. Since 2006 till 2012 he worked as the Head 
of Department of Foreign Policy of the Strategic Research Center 
under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

Currently, Mr. Abdunabi Sattorov the Head of Literature 
Department of the Institute of Language, Literature, Oriental 
Studies and Writing Heritage of the Academy of Sciences of 
Tajikistan.

Head of Literature Department

Tajik State National University

Tajikistan

SATTOROV
Abdunabi
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Dr. Otto Scharmer is a Senior Lecturer at MIT, and founding 
chair of the Presencing Institute. He co-founded the Global 
Wellbeing and GNH Lab. He also is a Vice Chair of the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on New Leadership 
Models. His books Theory U and Presence have been translated 
in 15 languages.  His new co-authored book Leading From the 
Emerging Future: From Ego-system to Eco-system Economies 
will be published in June 2013. 

Founding Chair

Presencing Institute

Germany

SCHARMER
C. Otto

R. Adm. Shen Jinlong was born in Shanghai in 1956 and joined 
the navy in 1974. He graduated from Naval Surface Vessel 
Academy in Guangzhou in 1987, Naval Command College in 1996, 
Russian Kuznetsov Naval Academy in 2002, and National Defense 
University of Chinese PLA in 2009.

He successively served as Commanding officer of submarine 
chaser (1990-1991), Captain of Frigate (1991-1993), Chief of Staff 
of Frigate Group (1993-1995), Commander of frigate group (1995-
1998), Chief of staff of destroyer flotilla (1998-2000), Director 
of Ship Training Center (2000-2004), Commander of Destroyer 
Flotilla (2004-2008), Commander of Naval Lvshun Base (2008-
2010), Superintendent of Dalian Naval Academy (2012-2011) and 
Commandant of Naval Command College (2011- ).

Commandant 

Naval Command College

China

SHEN
Jinlong
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H.E. Dr. Ante Simoni   is Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiaryof the Republic of Croatia to the People’s Republic 
of China since 2008.From 2005 to 2008, he was Member 
and President of the Committee for Education, Science and 
Technology, in Primorsko-Goranska County Assembly, Rijeka. 
Before that, he was Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Science, 
Education, Culture, Healthand Sports in Croatian Government, 
Zagreb (2002-2003), and Member and President of the Committee 
for Education, Science,Culture and Sports in Croatian Parliament, 
Zagreb (2000-2002). From 1996-1997, he was Member of City of 
Rijeka Assembly, Rijeka.

Dr. Simoni  got his BA, MA and PhD from School of Medicine, 
University of Rijeka, Croatia. As a medical PhD, he was Assistant 
Professor (1981-1986), and then Associate Professor and 
Chairman (1987-1990) of Department of Pharmacology in School 
of Medicine University of Rijeka, Croatia. He then became Dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine in Rijeka (1990-1994),and Professor 
and Chairman of the Department of Pharmacology (1990-2008) of 
School of Medicine University of Rijeka, Croatia.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Croatia

SIMONIC
Ante

Dr. Javier Solana is president of ESADE Center for Global 
Economy and Geopolitics (Barcelona-Madrid). He is also 
distinguished fellow in Foreign Policy at Brookings Institution, 
Fisher Family Fellow at Harvard, chairman of the Aspen 
InstituteEspaña, honorary president of the Centre for Human 
Dialogue (Geneva), member of the board of the International 
Crisis Group, the European Council on Foreign Relations, and 
Human Rights Watch, as well as senior visiting professor at 
the London School of Economics, where he was awarded an 
Honorary Degree in December 2010.

From 1999 to 2009, Dr. Solana was Secretary General of the 
Council of the European Union (EU); and from 1995 to 1999, 
Secretary General of NATO. Dr. Solana is the former High 
Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) of 
the European Union. Prior to this, he has held several ministerial 
positions in the Spanish government, including Minister for 
Foreign Affairs.

President

ESADE Center for Global Economy and 
Geopolitics

Spain

SOLANA MADARIAGA
Javier
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Subramanian Swamy is an Indian academician, politician, and 
economist. He is the President of the Janata Party of India.

Swamy has previously served as member of the Planning 
Commission of India and Cabinet Minister of India. He has written 
extensively on foreign affairs of India dealing largely with China, 
Pakistan and Israel. He is also a published author.

In November 1978, Swamy was member of the Group of Eminent 
persons called to Geneva to prepare a report of the United Nations 
(UNCTAD) on Economic Co-operation between Developing 
countries (ECDC). In 1994, Swamy was appointed as Chairman 
of the Commission on Labour Standards and International Trade 
by then Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao. This was perhaps 
for the first time that an Opposition Party member was given a 
Cabinet rank post by the ruling party. He also presently serves as 
chairman of the SCMS Board of Governors of the SCMS Group of 
Educational Institutions in Kerala.

Chairman of the Board of Governors

School for Communication and 
Management Studies

India

SWAMY
Subramanian

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of  Togo

TA-AMA
Nolana
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Mr. Jorge Taiana is an Argentine Justicialist Party politician, 
formerly Foreign Minister in the government of President Cristina 
Fernández de Kirchner, after occupying the same post during the 
previous government of Néstor Kirchner. His father was Jorge 
Alberto Taiana, colleague of and doctor to Juan Perón.

Jorge Taiana studied sociology and was awarded a Master's 
Degree in Social Sciences at the Latin American Social Science 
Institute (FLACSO). He was a researcher at the National University 
of Quilmes and worked in the field of human rights. In the 1970s, 
Taiana worked alongside his father in the Ministry of Education as 
Head of Cabinet and was a militant Peronist Descamisado. 

Despite being threatened by the Triple A, he decided to remain in 
the country. He was imprisoned in 1975 and spent seven years in 
jail without a trial, mostly in the prison of Rawson.

In December 2005, President Kirchner appointed Taiana as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship.

General Director

International Center for Political 
Studies-UNSAM

Argentina

TAIANA
Jorge 

Mr. Tang Jiaxuan is the Honorary President of the Institute of 
Modern International Relations,Tsinghua University. He was a 
Member of the 16th CPC Central Committee.He served as State 
Councilor from 2003 to 2008. From 1998 to 2003, Mr. Tang was 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. From 1993 to 1998 he served as Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Tang Jiaxuan was a member of the 
15th CPC Central Committees and is a member 16th CPC Central 
Committees.

He has been active in Sino-Japanese relations and in 1988 served 
as minister of the Chinese Embassy in Japan. He is currently 
head of the China-Japan Friendship Association. 

Mr. Tang studied in Fudan University’s English Department. He 
graduated from the Oriental Languages Department of Beijing 
University in 1962.

Chairman

World Peace Forum

China

TANG
Jiaxuan
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H.E. Mr. Esala Teleni was appointed Fiji’s Ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China in Nov. 2010. Prior to that, he was 
promoted to the rank of Temporary Commodore with effect 
01 June 2006, appointed as Commissioner of Fiji Police (2007-
2010), appointed Acting Deputy Commissioner of the Fiji 
Independent Commission Against Corruption [FICAC] in addition 
to his appointment as Deputy Commander RFMF (April-July, 
2007), appointed Deputy Commander Republic of Fiji Military 
Forces(Dec. 2006-June. 2007), granted Powers of Appropriate 
Superior Authority [ASA] (May, 2006). In Apr 2005, he was 
appointed Chief of Staff RFMF and from Nov. to Dec. 2005, 
he was appointed Acting Commander RFMF and promoted to 
Temporary Commodore in addition to his appointment of Chief of 
Staff HQ RFMF. In Feb 2004, he was awarded the Order of Saint 
John.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Fiji

TELENI
Esala

H.E. Mr. Tseggai Tesfazion has been Ambassador of the State of 
Eritrea to China since 2003. Prior to that, he was Director General 
of the Department of Protocol in Ministry of Foreign Affair of 
Eritrean (1996-2002), Ambassador of the State of Eritrea to the 
Republic of South Africa (1995-1996), Ambassador of the State 
of Eritrea to Nordic Countries with residence in Sweden (1993-
1995), Representative of the Provisional Government of Eritrea in 
Sweden (1991-1993), Representative of Eritrea People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) in Norway (1998-1991), Head of Documentation 
Centre [Eritrea People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) Department of 
Political Section] (1979-1988), Head of Eritrea People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) Office in Khartoum, Sudan (1975-1979).

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Eritrean 

TESFAZION
Tseggai
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H.E. Dr. Jorge Torres-Pereira is Ambassador-Designate of Portugal 
to the People’s Republic of China since April, 2013. Before 
that, he was Ambassador of Portugal to Thailand (2010-2013), 
Representative of Portugal to the Palestinian Authority,(Head of 
Mission, Portuguese Representative Office, Ramallah) (2007-
2010), Consul-General in Madrid (2004-2007), Minister-Counsellor 
and Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Portugal in Moscow 
(2001-2004), Head, Common Foreign and Security Policy 
Department,and European Correspondent, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Lisbon (2000-2001).

H.E. Dr. Jorge Torres-Pereira attended Diplomatic Training Course 
in Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lisbon (1987) and he got Scholarship 
from National Institute for Scientific Research at a CNRS centre, 
Paris (1986).

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Portugal

TORRES-PEREIRA
Jorge

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Central Africa

TOUABOY
Emmanuel
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Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Mali

TRAORE
N'Tji Laico

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Mongolia

TSEDENJAV
Sukhbaatar

H.E. Mr. Sukhbaatar Tsedenjav is the Ambassador of Mongolia 
to the People’s Republic of China. In 2009, he served as Foreign 
Policy Advisor to the President of Mongolia and as International 
Secretary of the Democratic Party of Mongolia from 2006 to 2009. 

Prior to 2006, Mr. Tsedenjav worked as Vice Minister for Justice 
and Internal Affairs. He was awarded the Order of the Polar Star 
medal by the President of Mongolia for his career contribution. 
In 1986, he graduated from the Institute of International Relations, 
Moscow, USSR; He also attended a postgraduate course at 
University of London, UK.
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Deputy Secretary

National Security Council under the 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan

VAKHABOV
Javlon

H.E. Mr. Matan Vilnai has been Ambassador of Israel to China 
since August 2012. Prior to that, he was appointed as Minister of 
Home Front Defense in 2011. From 2009 to 2011, he served as 
Deputy Minister of Defense. In 17th Knesset, he was appointed 
as Deputy Minister of Defense and Member and Joint Committee 
for the Defense Budget. In 16th Knesset he was Member of the 
Defense Committee, Science committee, Ethics and Welfare 
Committees (2003-2004). In 15th Knesset, he was appointed as 
Minister of Science, Culture and Sport ,concurrently as Member 
of the Defense Cabinet (1999-2003).

Apart from political career, Mr. Matan Vilnai was Honorary 
Chairman of Society of Egyptian Immigrants (2002), Chairman 
of Public Committee for Reduction of Violence in Public Schools 
(1998-1999), Chairman of the Youth Movement-Hugei Syur (1998-
1999), Board Director of First International Bank of Israel (FIBI) 
Holdings (1998-1999), Board Director of Baran Engineering Ltd. 
(1998-1999).

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Israel

VILNAI
Matan
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H.E. Mr. Aminu Bashir Wali is Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Nigeria to the People’s Republic of China since 
2009. From 2003-2007, he was Ambassador and permanent 
Representative of Nigeria to The United Nations, New York.From 
1999-2003, he served as Special Adviser to the President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria on National Assembly Matters. From 
1998-2000, he was Deputy National Chairman of the Peoples 
Democratic Party of Nigeria (PDP). He became a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the party in 1998.

From 1975-2003, at various times he served as Chairman of 
top rank companies in Nigeria, including Phillip Morris Nigeria 
Limited; Nigerian Engineering and Construction Company 
Limited; International Bank for West Africa; Soft Solution Nigeria 
Limited; Bredero Nigeria Limited and International Tobacco 
Company Limited. From 1972-1984, he was Managing Director 
INTERSALES (W.A.) Ltd. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Nigeria

WALI
Aminu Bashir

Professor Wang Jisi is Dean of the School of International Studies 
and Director of the Center for International and Strategic Studies 
at Peking University. He has been a member of the Foreign 
Policy Advisory Committee of the Foreign Ministry of China 
since October 2008, and honorary President of the Chinese 
Association for American Studies since 2001. He is currently 
a Global Scholar at Princeton University. Before assuming his 
current roles at Peking University, he served as Director of the 
Institute of American Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS). He was concurrently Director of the Institute 
of International Strategic Studies at the Central Party School. 
He advises a few U.S. foreign policy think tanks, and is on the 
editorial boards of The American Interest, Global Asia, and many 
Chinese scholarly journals. Professor Wang's research covers U.S. 
foreign policy, Chinese foreign policy, and Asian security. He has 
published numerous works in these fields. 

Dean

School of International Studies, Peking 
University

China

WANG
Jisi
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Mr. Wang Xiaoxuan is director and researcher of China’s Naval 
Research Institute, Vice Secretary of Naval Academic Committee, 
as well as Member of the Advisory Committee as the Navy’s 
Informationization Expert. He is also Member of China Society 
of Military Science and China’s Society for the Law of the Sea 
(CSLOS). Long been engaged in the research of naval strategy 
and major realistic projects, he has gained profound academic 
accomplishments with a remarkable research capability.

Mr. Wang has undertaken tens of major national and military 
research projects’s “the Naval Development strategy before 
2020” and “Outline of Naval strategy” and etc. Mr. Wang has 
received dozens of Military and Navy outstanding achievement 
awards and enjoys the post subsidy for excellent talents in the 
military. 

Director

China’s Navy Academic Research 
Institute

China

WANG 
Xiaoxuan

Ms. Wang Xuelian is a member of China Democratic League. 
In 2001, she set up the Jialian Investment Group and held the 
post of chairman. She also established the Wangxuelian Fund for 
Education in 2008 to finance the development of education. 

When the Institute of Modern International Relations, Tsinghua 
University was founded in 2010, Ms. Wang was invited to hold the 
position of the director-general. In 2011, Ms. Wang was conferred 
as an Honorary Trustee of Tsinghua University.

Chairman

Jialian Investment Group

China

WANG
Xuelian
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Wang Yi, male, Han nationality, is a native of Beijing. He was 
born in 1953, entered the work force in 1969, graduated from 
Beijing International Studies University (Beijing 2nd Foreign 
Studies University) with a Bachelor Degree in 1982, and holds a 
Master Degree in Economics. Wang Yi has been with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for most of his career. He is a distinguished 
diplomat who has served in Japan, and worked for many years in 
the Asian Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Wang Yi 
was promoted to vice minister in 2001 and became ambassador 
to Japan in 2004. He was a member of the 17th CPC Central 
Committee and director of the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State 
Council from 2008 to 2013. 

He is a member of the 18th CPC Central Committee and in 2013 
he became Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Minister

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

China

WANG
Yi

H.M. Mr. Wood is Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the 
People’s Republic of China (since 2010). From 2008-2009, he 
was on the secondment to Rolls-Royce Group. From 2005-2008, 
he was the Asia Pacific Director of FCO, before that, he served 
as Political Counsellor in Washington (2001-2005), and worked 
in Weatherhead Centre for International Affairs of Harvard 
University (2000-2001).

Mr. Wood worked as Principal Private Secretary to the Cabinet 
Secretary (1998-2000), before that he worked in Security Policy 
Department then United Nations Department in FCO (1996-1998). 
From 1992-1996, he was First Secretary UKREP Joint Liaison 
Group in Hong Kong. In 1991, he received Mandarin Language 
Training.  He worked in Security Policy Department in FCO from 
1989-1991, before that served as Second later First Secretary in 
Bangkok and received Thai Language Training in 1984. In 1983, he 
worked inEuropean Community Department (External) in FCO. 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of United Kingdom

WOOD
James Sebastian Lamin
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Dr. Wu Enyuan holds a PhD in history from Graduate School of 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. He works as Director of 
the Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian 
Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. He is a Ph.D. 
Supervisor, and his research field covers Modern World History, 
Modern History of Russia, Soviet Union History, and Soviet 
Union Political Economic History. His recent publications include 
“Several Problems in the Comparative Study of Reform in China 
and Russia”, (Russia) Choose, No.3, 2002; “On the Acceleration 
Strategy of Mikhail Gorbachev”, China Social Sciences, No.5, 
2000; “The October Revolution: Historical Experience, Teaching 
and Revelation”, World History, No.5, 1997; “The Study on the 
Patriotic War History in Russia after 1989”, Historical Research, 
No.6, 1995;“The First Attempt to Strike ‘Stalin Pattern’”, World 
History, No.1, 1994, etc.

Director

Institute of Russian, Eastern European, 
Central Asian Studies, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences

China

WU
Enyuan

Dr. Wu graduated from Nanjing University in 1984. He joined 
study programs in the School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS), John Hopkins University and John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University successively. He was a visiting 
scholar for a research program on the Dynamics of US Foreign 
Policy-Regional Security sponsored by the U.S. Government 
and a visiting senior research fellow at the Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies. Dr. Wu’s research interests cover history 
and geography of the South China Sea, maritime delimitation, 
maritime economy, international relations and regional security 
strategy. His main single-authored books include Solving Disputes 
for Regional Cooperation and Development in the South China 
Sea: A Chinese perspective (Woodhead Publishing, coming), 
A Study on the South China Sea Disputes (China Economics 
Publishing House, 2010) and Origin and Development of Spratly 
Disputes (China Ocean Press, 1999). 

President

National Institute for South China Sea 
Studies

China

WU
Shicun
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Wu Sike, born in 1946, is a senior diplomat. He has served as a 
diplomat for over 40 years since he started working in China's 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1971. He spent over 13 years in 
Africa, served as Attaché of the Chinese Embassy in Egypt, and 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to Egypt.

Wu Sike also served as Director-General of The Department of 
West Asian and North African Affairs of Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of China (1996-2000), Ambassador of China to Saudi Arabia (2000-
2003), and Plenipotentiary of China to the League of Arab States 
(2005-2007), when he served as Ambassador of China to Egypt 
(2003-2007). Wu is a member of the CPPCC, and member of the 
foreign affairs committee of the CPPCC. He dedicates himself to 
enhancing friendship between China and countries of west Asia 
and North Africa. He promotes political mutual trust, as well as 
economic and cultural exchanges between China and Africa. Wu 
was awarded the Exemplary Diplomat Prize for his contribution 
by Writers' Association of West Asia and North Africa for his 
outstanding work.

Chinese Special Envoy on the Middle 
East Issue

The Central People’s Government

China

WU
Sike

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Rwanda

XAVIER
Ngarambe Francois
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Xia He, male, Han nationality, is a native of Xiantao County, Hubei 
Province. He was born in June 1953, joined the army in January 
1969, and joined the CPC in August 1970. He received an in-
service postgraduate diploma. He once served as staff officer, 
section chief in the Headquarters of Provincial Military Command 
of Henan Province, chief of staff of Army Reserve infantry 
division in Kaifeng, deputy commander of the division and deputy 
commander of Kaifeng Military Sub-command at the same 
time, division commander of the 20th Combined Corps, division 
commander of a PAPF division, and commander of the PAPF 
Contingent in Anhui Province.

He is now the commandant of the PAPF Command College, and 
the deputy secretary of the Party committee, commissioner of 
the CPC PAPF Party committee. He is also deputy to the 10th, 
and 11th National People’s Congress, and standing commissioner 
of the 9th and 10th CPPCC Anhui Provincial Committee.

Commandant

PAPF Command College

China

XIA
He

Major General, Dr. Xiao Tianliang is the director of the Teaching and 
Research Department on Strategy, National Defense University, 
PLA. He has served as platoon leader (infantry), company leader 
(artillery), deputy commander of squadron, deputy Chief of Staff 
of fleet, and taught at the Anti-Air Artillery College, PLA. In 2003 
he was a visiting guest scholar at Georgetown University, USA. 
He has published numerous books on military building or military 
science, including: The Usage of Military Power Other than War; 
Science, Technology and the Future Military Strategy; On Military 
Strategy; The Analysis of Strategy; The Studies on the Control of War.

M.G. Xiao is also a professor of the National Defense University 
as well as a counselor of the China’s Committee of Military 
Science. He holds a master’s degree and PhD degree of military 
science.

Director

Teaching and Research Department on 
Strategy, National Defense University, 
PLA

China

XIAO 
Tianliang
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Dr. Xie Weihe is Vice President of Tsinghua University and Dean 
of the Institute of Education at the university. In his earlier career, 
he served as Party Secretary of Capital Normal University and 
Vice President of Beijing Normal University. His research interests 
include pedagogy, higher education and adolescents’ learning.

Dr. Xie’s publications include Build New Institutional Platform for 
Educational Expenditure (2006), Situation Analysis and Strategic 
Choice of Contemporary Higher Education Transformation in 
China (2006) and From Employment Assignment to Job Hunting 
(2001).

Professor Xie Weihe graduated from Xiamen University having 
majored in Philosophy. In 1982, he earned his MA from Nanjing 
University. In 1998, he obtained a PhD from the Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences.

Vice President

Tsinghua University

China

XIE
Weihe

Gen. Dr. Xiong Guangkai was former Deputy Chief of the General 
Staff of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA). He is the 
Honorary Chairman of the China Foundation for International & 
Strategic Studies and guest professor of a number of academic 
institutes of higher education, including the School of International 
Studies of Peking University, Tsinghua University, Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University, Sun Yat-Sen University, the PLA National 
Defence University, the PLA Information Engineering University, 
the PLA International Studies University, and the PLA Foreign 
Languages University. He is also Ph. D. supervisor of the PLA 
International Studies University and Honorary Dean of the School 
of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University. Gen. Xiong’s publications include International Strategy 
and Revolution in Military Affairs, International Situation and 
Security Strategy, and a prose collection entitled Book-Collection, 
Memorable Events, and Remembrance. 

President

China Institute for International 
Strategic Studies

China

XIONG
Guangkai
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Dr. Yan Xuetong is serving as the Dean of The Institute of Modern 
International Relations, Tsinghua University and as the Chief 
Editor of The Chinese Journal of International Politics. He is Vice 
Chairman of the China Association of International Relations 
Studies and the China Association of American Studies, and 
a member of the Consultation Committee of the Ministry of 
Commerce.

He is the author of Ancient Chinese Thought, Modern Chinese 
Power (2011), Practical Methods of International Studies-
Second Edition (2007), International Politics and China (2005), 
and American Hegemony and China’s Security (2000). He 
has published more than a hundred papers and articles on 
international relations. 

Dr. Yan received his Ph.D. in political science from the University 
of California, Berkeley in 1992, his MA in international relations 
from the Institute of International Relations in 1986, and a BA in 
English from Heilongjiang University in 1982.

Secretary General

World Peace Forum

China

YAN
Xuetong

Dr. Yang Jiemian received his B.A. at the Shanghai Teachers’ 
University, M.A. at the Shanghai Institutes for International Studies 
(SIIS) and M.A. at the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy, Ph.D. 
at the Shanghai International Studies University. Currently he is 
Senior Fellow and President at the SIIS. Concurrently, Dr. Yang 
is Vice President of China Association of International Relations, 
Vice President of China Association of American Studies and Vice 
President of China Association of Public Relations; President of 
Shanghai Society of International Relations, President of Shanghai 
Institute of International Strategic Studies. Dr. Yang is also a 
guest professor/fellow at the PLA National Defense University, 
East China Normal University, and Shanghai International Studies 
University. His honors include National Honor of China World Expo 
in 2010, National Special Expert Awards, Shanghai Outstanding 
Talent Award and several Shanghai Awards in Social Sciences. 

President

Shanghai Institute for International 
Studies

China

YANG
Jiemian
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Mr. Yang Wenchang graduated from Beijing Foreign Languages 
Institute. He has previously served as staff member in the 
Chinese Embassy in the UK and staff member and Attaché of the 
Chinese Embassy in France. He was Attaché, Second Secretary 
and Deputy Division Chief of the Department of International 
Organizations and Conferences of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA), before working in the Department of Personnel of the MFA 
as Deputy Division Chief, Division Chief, Deputy Director General 
and Director General. He served as Ambassador to Singapore 
from 1993 to 1995, Ambassador of the MFA from 1995 to 1997, 
Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs from 1997 to 2003. He was Commissioner of the MFA in 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region from 2003 to 2006. He 
assumed his current post as President of the Chinese People’s 
Institute of Foreign Affairs in 2006.

President

Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign 
Affairs

China

YANG
Wenchang

Yang Xiaoping has been Vice President of CP Group (May 
2006- ); Executive Director of CP Lotus (April. 2004- ); Senior Vice 
Chairman and Chia Tai Group Argo-Industry and Food Business 
China Area (Jan. 2010- ); Executive Director of Chia Tai Land 
(Holding) Ltd. (May 2003- ); Chairman of Ji Lin De Da Co., Ltd. 
(June 2011- ); Chairman of North-east Asia Modern Agriculture 
Investment Co., Ltd. (Feb. 2010- ).

Concurrently, he is the Member of The Twelfth National 
Committee of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 
(Feb. 2013- ), the director of Ping An Insurance (Group) Company 
of China Ltd. (March 2013- ), the Vice President of the Institute 
of China Rural Studies of Tsinghua University (Dec. 2011- ), the 
Director of China NGO Network for International Exchanges (Jan. 
2013- ), the Vice President of Beijing Association of Enterprises 
with Foreign Investment (Jan. 2004- ), and the Adviser of Foreign 
Investment to Beijing Municipal Government (Jan. 2005- ).

Vice President

CP Group

China

YANG
Xiaoping
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Yang Yanyi studied at the English Department of the Beijing 
Institute of Foreign Languages (now Beijing Foreign Studies 
University) from September 1971 to February 1975. She started 
her working career with the head office of China International 
Travel Service in February 1975 and then joined the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in October 1980, where she took positions 
successively as Deputy Division Director, First Secretary, 
Counselor, Deputy Director-General of the Department of Asian 
Affairs, Deputy Director-General of the Policy Research Office 
and its successor the Policy Research Department, and Director-
General of the Department of Asian Affairs. She worked in the 
Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of China to the 
United Nations as First Secretary and then Counselor from 
September 1992 to September 1996. She served as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic 
of China to Negara Brunei Darussalam from October 2004 to 
February 2007. She assumed the office of Assistant Minister of 
the International Department of the CPC Central Committee in 
December 2010.

Executive President

China Center for Contemporary World 
Studies

China

YANG
Yanyi 

Mr. Yeo joined Kerry Group on 1 January 2012 as Vice Chairman. 
From September 1988 to May 2011, George Yeo served 23 years 
in Government, and was Minister for Information and the Arts, 
Health, Trade & Industry, Foreign Affairs till his defeat in the May 
2011 General Election. 

George Yeo studied Engineering at Cambridge University on a 
President’s Scholarship, graduating with a Double First in 1976, 
and became a Signals Officer in the Singapore Armed Forces. 
After graduating from the Singapore Command and Staff College 
in 1979, he was posted to the Republic of Singapore Air Force. 
He graduated with an MBA (Baker Scholar) from the Harvard 
Business School in1985. He was appointed Chief-of-Staff of 
the Air Staff (1985-1986) and Director of Joint Operations and 
Planning in the Defence Ministry (1986-1988), attaining the rank 
of Brigadier-General. 

He is Patron of Lasalle College of the Arts since 1988 and the 
Eurasian Association, and Advisor to the Sun Yat-Sen Nanyang 
Memorial Hall since its establishment in November 2001. 

Vice Chairman

Kerry Group

Singapore

YEO
George Yong-Boon
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H.E. Mr. Nurlan Yermekbayev has been Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the People’s 
Republic of China since 2012, concurrently, he is Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Kazakhstan to 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Ambassador-Designate of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea. Prior to that, he was Senior Adviser to the President of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan (2010-2012), Deputy Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan (2007-2010), Head of the Foreign 
Policy Department of the Administration of the President of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan (2004-2007), Head of Diplomatic Mission 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Republic of Singapore (2003-
2004), Counselor of the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
to the People’s Republic of China (2001-2003).

Mr. Nurlan Yermekbayev holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering 
and Economic from Kazakh State Academy of Architecture and 
Construction.

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 

Embassy of Kazakhstan

YERMEKBAYEV
Nurlan

Dr. Yoon Young-kwan is a professor of international political 
economy at the Department of International Relations, Seoul 
National University. Before he joined the faculty of Seoul National 
University in 1990, he taught at University of California at Davis 
for three years. He established and served as the president of the 
Korean Institute for Future Strategies (KIFS) and the Korea Peace 
Institute, both private non-profit research institutes.  After serving 
as Chairman of Committee of Foreign Relations, Security, and 
Unification of Presidential Transition Team (Jan.-Feb., 2003), he 
served as Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade until January 2004. 
He served as Korea’s Eminent Representative to and the Co-chair 
of the East Asia Vision Group II from September 2011 to October 
2012. He wrote several books and published about 50 articles in 
the field of international political economy, Korea’s foreign policy, 
and inter-Korean relations.

Professor

Seoul National University

Korea

YOON
Young-Kwan
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Dr. Yu Hongjun graduated from Northeast Normal University in 
1985, and graduated from Renmin University of China in 1989.
He is a Doctor of Laws, Professor and Doctorial Supervisor. 
After joining the International Department of the CPC Central 
Committee in July 1989, he successively took positions as 
Deputy Division Director, Division Director, Deputy Director of 
the Research Office and then Director. He then served as First 
Secretary in the Chinese Embassy in the Republic of Uzbekistan 
before he was seconded to the Foreign Affairs Office of the CPC 
Central Committee. He served as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of China to the Republic 
of Uzbekistan from September 2005 to December 2010. He was 
appointed Vice-Minister of the IDCPC in December, 2010. And he 
has been concurrently holding the post of the President of China 
Center for Contemporary World Studies (CCCWS) and Chairman 
of CCCWS’ Council.

President

China Center for Contemporary World 
Studies

China

YU
Hongjun

Mr. Yuan Guiren was born in 1950. He joined the CPC in 1975, and 
graduated from Beijing Normal University. Yuan acquired a master 
degree from Beijing Normal University. He is currently a member 
of the 17th CPC Central Committee of Central Commission for 
Discipline and Inspection and in 2009 he became Minister of 
Education. He is a member of the 18th CPC Central Committee 
and in 2013 he was re-elected Minister of Education.

From 1998 to 1999, Mr. Yuan Guiren worked as director of the 
Beijing Municipality of Municipal Education Committee. From 
1999 to 2001, he became president of Beijing Normal University. 
From 2001 to 2009, he served as Vice Minster of the Ministry of 
Education. 

Minister

Ministry of Education

China

YUAN
Guiren
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Mr. Zhang Baijia is a historian of the History of the Communist 
Party of China and China’s foreign affairs. He is now an Executive 
Vice President of Chinese Society on the Research of the Figures 
in the History of CPC, a member of the Academic Committee 
at CFISS and Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (CASS). Mr. Zhang is also Adjunct Professor at 
Peking University, Renmin University, and East China Normal 
University. He was elected as Representative of the 11th National 
Congress and Member of the Legal Committee of the National 
People's Congress from 2008 to 2013. He received his BA 
from Peking University in 1982, and MA from Graduate School 
of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1986. Mr. Zhang 
has published many books and articles, such as Research on 
the Fundamental Thread of China’s Diplomacy in 20th Century, 
Historical Events of China’s Communist Party in New period, 30 
Years of Reform and Opening Up in China, the Cold War and China.

Executive Vice President 

Chinese Society on the Research of the 
Figures in the History of the CPC

China

ZHANG
Baijia

Dr. Zhang Shunhong is the Director of the Institute of World 
History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and Chairman of 
the Department of World History, Graduate College, Chinese 
Academy of Social History.

From 1990 to present, he has been working as a research 
member in the Institute of World History, Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences. From 2003 to present, he works as an executive 
member of the board of directors, Chinese Association for British 
Historical Studies. From 2005 to present, he is a member of the 
board of directors, China Society for Human Rights Studies. From 
June 2009 to present, he works as the Director of the Institute, 
CASS.

Dr. Zhang graduated from Wuhan University in 1983. From 
September 1985 to September 1986, he studied as a MA student, 
and from October 1986 to December 1989, he wrote a PhD 
thesis in the Department of History, Birkbeck College, University 
of London.

Director

Institute of World History, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences

China

ZHANG
Shunhong
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Mr. Zhang Xinsheng is the President of the China Education 
Association for International Exchange (CEAIE). Previously, he 
served as Vice Minister of the Ministry of Education and Chairman 
of the National Commission of the People’s Republic of China for 
UNESCO. Mr. Zhang also served two terms as Mayor of Suzhou. 
Prior to this, he was Vice Chairman of the China National Tourism 
Administration. Mr. Zhang started his professional career working 
in the Chief Engineer’s Office of Nanjing Panda Electronic Corp, a 
leading telecommunications enterprise. 

Mr. Zhang graduated from the Military Institute of Technology 
of the People’s Liberation Army, majoring in wireless 
telecommunication and from Zhejiang University, where 
he majored in English. He also completed the Advanced 
Management Program at the Graduate School of Business 
Administration of Harvard University. Mr. Zhang received his 
Master degree with distinction from the Graduate School of 
Design at Harvard University.

President

China Education Association for 
International Exchange

China

ZHANG
Xinsheng

Ms. Zhang Xiuqin is the Director General of the International 
Department of the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic 
of China. She earned her MA at Leeds University, UK. She was 
the Third Secretary (educational) at the Chinese Embassy in 
Washington DC from 1987 to 1988. She served as the Division 
Director of the Chinese Ministry of Education from 1989 to 1994 
and Head of the Education Section of the Chinese Consulate 
General in Toronto, Canada from 1995 to 1998. She previously 
served as the Deputy Director General of the International 
Department of the Chinese Ministry of Education and Secretary 
General of the China Scholarship Council. 

Director General

International Department, Ministry of 
Education

China

ZHANG
Xiuqin
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Dr. Zhang Yunling is the Director of the Institute of Asia Pacific 
Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and is a 
member of the Foreign Relations Committee of the CPPCC. He 
also served as a member of the East Asian Vision Group in 2000 
and 2001, the China-ASEAN Cooperation Official Expert Group in 
2001, and the Task Force of ASEM in 2003 and 2004.

Dr. Zhang was a visiting scholar at Harvard and Johns Hopkins 
University from 1985 to 1986, a visiting professor at the European 
University Institute from 1991 to 1992, and senior visiting 
professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1997. 
His major publications include "China-U.S.-Japan Relations in 
Transition" (1997), "International Environment for China in the 
Coming 10-15 Years" (2003), "East Asian Cooperation: Searching 
for an Integrated Approach" (2004), and "Emerging East Asian 
Regionalism" (2004).

Director

Institute of Asia Pacific Studies, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

China

ZHANG
Yunling

Dr. Zhang Yuyan is Senior Fellow and Director of Institute of 
World Economics and Politics (IWEP), Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS), Member of the Foreign Policy Advisory Group 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China and President of China 
Society of World Economy. He obtained his Bachelor Degree 
in Economics from the Department of Economics at Peking 
University in 1983, and Master and Ph.D. Degrees in Economics 
at the Graduate School of CASS in 1986 and 1991 respectively. 
His main academic interests include institutional economics 
and international political economy. He authored Economic 
Development and the Choice of Institutions and International 
Economic Politics, etc.

Director

Institute of World Economics and 
Politics, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences

China

ZHANG
Yuyan
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International Coordination and Security 

 

Address by: 

Mr Shaukat Aziz (former Prime Minister of Pakistan), delivered to Tsinghua 

University’s “World Peace Forum” (27-28th June) 

 

 

Ladies and Gentleman and esteemed guests I am honoured to be back here at 

Tsinghua University in these beautiful surroundings. For over 100 years 

Tsinghua University has been educating the future leaders of China and now, 

today, it is providing an instrumental platform to connect cultures, ideas, people 

and the topics of the day. Your efforts to ensure we have an opportunity to 

discuss the most pertinent challenges today in a safe environment, where 

open dialogue can occur, are crucial to the ongoing peace and stability of the 

Asia region and wider world. And no challenge is more complex and dynamic 

than that of security in today’s world. 

 

 

Time and time again it has been said that future threats will be different from 

the threats of the past. In many ways this is obviously true. This century’s 

previous battles are far away from the challenges posed to us and the next 

generation by the rise of globalisation and the emergence of new centers of 

power. With the nations of the world becoming more and more interdependent, 

economies and markets rise and fall together. Hence, the downfall or rising 

prosperity of one nation may impact many nations. In my mind, these growing 

interdependencies call for a better perception of our collective responsibility 

and need for common action when it comes to safeguarding global and 

regional security. In my view, the last decade has strengthened the argument 



 

 

that common action and collective solutions are keys to safeguarding 

international stability. 

 

 

To me, the term “Security” tends to oversimplify and under-represent the size, 

complexity and diversity of the challenges that we face today and in the future. 

Security is incredibly culturally, socially, economically, and geo-politically 

diverse – and thus our definition of international security today has a very wide 

definition.  These days security is a broad and malleable concept. It 

encompasses military, economic, food, water, social and cyber security: to a 

name but a few. Today, there is no doubt that international terrorism, weapons 

proliferation, transnational crime, environmental degradation, energy security, 

health pandemics, or even just plain old fashioned poverty and inequality as a 

cause of instability, are all key factors affecting  international security. For 

global peace and stability, Climate Change, if uncontrolled, could have ultimate 

consequences as dire as Nuclear War. 

 

Both the threats to security, and the measures required to counter such threats, 

cover a wider matrix today. The traditional approach focuses narrowly on 

individual nation states and their conventional military assets and threats. In a 

modern, globalised world, this approach only represents one dimension of the 

challenge and does not encompass a range of factors relevant to a nation's 

security in the twenty first century. 

 

Threats to international security can arise from inter-state and 

inter-governmental disputes and conflicts; disputes and conflicts between State 

and non-State actors; conflicts between non-state actors, within or across state 



 

 

boundaries. International threats could even arise from the actions of one or a 

few individuals armed with lethal means of violence and destruction. 

 

The measures to address and neutralize such threats are also diverse and 

cover the use of the entire spectrum of security capabilities: national armies 

and police and intelligence forces; foreign policy institutions; economic and 

social development organizations; regional and global organizations designed 

to promote cooperation against security threats and to promote socio-economic 

development, specially the UN and its specialized agencies as well as the 

Bretton Woods institutions. 

 

Though for a moment, I’d like to come back to the region receiving the most 

attention: Asia. Asia is the engine that drives the global economy – it is fast 

becoming the Center of gravity as the lexicon of pivots and rebalancing in the 

international security domain is teaching us. 

 

Nine of the world’s ten largest ports are in the Asia Pacific. The sea lanes here 

are the busiest in the world, through which pass over half of the entire world's 

container cargo every day and over 70% of ship-borne energy flows through as 

well. 

 

By any meaningful measure, the Asia Pacific is also the most militarized area in 

the world with seven of the world’s ten largest standing militaries, the world’s 

largest and most sophisticated navies, and five of the world’s declared nuclear 

nations. 

 

All these aspects, when you take them together, result in a unique strategic 

complexity and pose some tough questions for our security challenges. 



 

 

 

And this complexity is magnified by a wider, and more diverse security 

paradigm that if not managed properly, can significantly stress the security 

environment. As I have said before, the holistic nature of security today, means 

we are simultaneously seeking peace, influence and utilising conventional 

defence methods as well as redefining an evolving global security game. Infact 

the ‘rebalancing’ we are witnessing today, can almost wholly be attributed to 

the changing nature of the security game which is at once raising the ante and 

establishing writs.  

 

This interwoven web with competing agendas points to a greater need for 

coordination at all levels. Cooperation has never been as vital as it is today. 

Infact as I will touch on through this address – the “Three C’s”: Cooperation, 

Coordination and Collaboration will bridge the trust deficits and work to 

enhance our engagement with one another. Let me turn for a moment to the 

example of Syria which is, at present, the source of much headline making. 

Syria is teaching us, as past lessons have taught us, – that our need for 

multilateral cooperation is abundantly clear. We need to see less ad-hoc 

actions in the international arena and more bilateral and multilateral ties that 

can help resolve conflicts. This is the rationale for the politics of 

engagement. The conflict appears to have erupted as a consequence mainly of 

clashing local agendas which were progressively embraced by outside State 

and non-State actors. A critical Middle East country has been destabilised and 

may be divided without any clear strategic vision of what the eruption was or is 

designed to achieve. Weapons have proliferated and the path to peace and 

reconciliation is not immediately clear. Greater, closer and more open 

coordination between the regional power players could have either prevented 



 

 

the conflict or at least directed it towards a solution that contributes to stability 

rather than the opposite. 

 

We have an image of increased conflict and tension between the so-called 

West and the rest of the world. The extreme and polarising forces get a lot of 

attention.  

But there are also other forces that build bridges. We must support the bridge 

builders. Those using terror must be met with robust firmness. We have a right 

and a duty to protect ourselves. But it matters how we do it. Military means are 

necessary, but it is only through demonstrating that there is a better option, 

through political and economic means, that we will for example, be able to 

reduce conflict and ensure peace and stability.  We need to remind ourselves 

of the power of “soft power”. We need to reach out across increasing religious 

and cultural divides. We cannot allow the conflict between “them” and “us” to 

escalate. We must seek a dialogue on what it takes to succeed as “we.” We 

must also carefully assess the after effects of any entry strategy – have we also 

debated an ‘exit strategy’? We often think long and hard about the case for 

action, inaction, or too much action – but rarely have we thought about what 

happens when the dust settles. Will we have a failed state? Who is responsible 

for nation building? The jury is still out on many countries where military 

intervention has taken place in the recent past. Have we understood the root 

causes of an action and why they have come about? A peaceful and secure 

world needs equal weight to be given to these considerations. 

 

We need the international security world to cooperate above all else – this will 

start with having open lines of communication to neighbouring countries and 

those beyond but also be characterised with the use of multilateral approaches 

to challenges. The involvement of the UN and close relations with many of the 



 

 

world’s powerful countries are vital for peace efforts. No countries peace efforts 

can be achieved without collaboration and cooperation – a collective effort 

bringing all stakeholders to the table. The end result is ‘Sustainable Peace’ and 

creating an enabling environment for peace, progress and prosperity.  

 

I believe it is important to highlight up front just a few examples of what I mean 

by events that will stress our security environment in the future: 

 The rise of BRIC countries as global economic powers and their 

emergence as regional military powers will continue. The global 

economy is becoming more cohesive which creates opportunities for 

trade and travel but also needs a robust defence mechanism from 

external threats. 

 Historic and emerging border and territorial disputes will no doubt 

continue and will stress the security environment.  

 Access and freedom of action in the shared domains of sea, space and 

cyberspace will be increasingly challenged – Cyber in particular needs 

to be looked at and regulated. 

 This does not detract from the many other challenges we face in the 

security domain including nuclear, water, health energy and food. 

 

There is much discussion on the US rebalancing strategy. It appears that the 

rebalancing we are witnessing, just like our changing security paradigm, 

represents new opportunities and challenges. The rebalance brings me to 

another point I would like to make around the creation of linkages and 

interdependencies. To have peace you must have dependencies and linkages. 

If we build roads and routes for trade we are creating a body of infrastructure 

and the catalysts necessary to ensure peace is essential as it comes with many 



 

 

dependable variables. New fiscal and security realities present an opportunity 

to gain mutual trust and interdependence – the biggest drivers of peace are 

themselves found in dialogue and exchange, for economic gains as well as 

protection.  

 

Cyber security is another hotly debated issue and an area where international 

coordination and interaction, almost on a "real time" basis is crucial. The cyber 

domain has become an integrated and inseparable part of everyday life. But at 

the same time, it represents a possible "Achilles heel", as cyber threats 

challenge both governments and businesses. Coordination will be the key to 

confronting international security threats in a timely and effective manner. New 

ways must be found to manage and regulate the challenges that cyber security 

is posing and we must look for ways to deepen our practical cooperation – just 

like we have seen in other areas across the globe like our cooperation on 

counter terrorism or anti-piracy issues. Future strategic planning with regards 

cyber will need to be carried out across nations and acknowledge the 

importance of shared domains whether this be the air domain, the sea domain 

and now, the ever-growing cyber domain. And whilst we must continue a 

commitment to certain fundamentals that allows us all to have freedom of 

access, we must acknowledge that cyber security has become a growing 

challenge to our economic relationships. All nations face risks when it comes to 

protecting personal data and communications, critical infrastructure and 

intellectual property and trade secrets - that are so vital to innovation and 

economic growth and thus, a more secure world. 

 

On nuclear technology the world must not view nuclear energy as a taboo. 

More R&D and cooperation like that, recently pledged at the G8 will ensure we 

are striving to find new solutions for the energy security game. Nuclear has a 



 

 

role to play in the global energy mix going forward and should not be isolated. It 

is hard to overstate the importance of energy. Energy literally drives the global 

economy, which is why we must not let fears of nuclear threats stop our 

innovation and pursuit of nuclear as a form of energy. The choices we make 

when it comes to energy will have a profound impact on a wide range of security 

concerns, from nuclear proliferation to climate change. However, we must 

continue to confront nations who threaten to use nuclear weapons in harmful 

ways. Countries with nuclear capabilities must use it as a means to ensure 

peace and not as a threat.  

 

In the South China Sea we see a place where more dialogue, discussion and 

bilateral agreements towards joint-exploration and revenue sharing will be the 

first steps in helping to lower the temperatures in this region. Peacefully settling 

territorial claims serves in all our interests and we must engage and not 

confront; and seek peaceful means to resolve the issues. Such harmonious 

dialogue and exchange has already resulted in the Code of Conduct for the 

South China Sea. Security and the path to resolution, we must remember, is an 

evolving process and whilst we seek to uphold rights and responsibilities and 

the obligations of charters it is just as important to accept new obligations and 

rules in new domains. 

 

Effective cooperation can have tangible results as we have already seen in the 

way that we have united globally to combat piracy. One of the finest examples 

of trust-building relationships and collaboration includes the effort to combat 

piracy and other threats to the flow of goods and services. Combating piracy 

has required a multidimensional approach with nationals working across 

borders. We have shown that our ability to work together to combat anti-piracy 

operations and keep the sea lanes of communication open and maintain 



 

 

freedom of navigation is paramount to a safer and more secure world – and that 

collaborative approaches can be successful.  

 

Another example, and one for which I can speak first-hand of where mutual 

trust and cooperation has proven effective is showcased in China’s relationship 

with Pakistan. Here, both countries have exhibited considerable cooperation 

and invested much time in dialogue and information sharing to ensure border 

agreements have been settled peacefully and swiftly and that avenues for 

economic cooperation have been sought to bolster their relationship. Today, 

Pakistan has a multifaceted engagement with several Chinese entities to 

promote industry, energy, development and security - supporting the growth of 

both nations. This cooperation and friendship forms the basis of a modern day 

bilateral relationship that percolates right down to the deeper sentiments felt in 

both countries. Pakistanis everywhere are proud of their relationship with China 

– the “win-win” is a genuine friendship of mutual trust and integrity that has both 

strategic and economic aims; and works towards securing a more peaceful and 

prosperous relationship in the Asia region. Pakistan, has demonstrated that it 

can be China’s friend and partner whilst also maintaining good relations with 

those in Europe, the USA and the Middle East. Sustainable peace today 

requires close relations with many nations to expand the avenues of 

cooperation. I expect that China and Pakistan’s relationship will continue to 

grow stronger and be a model for the two nations to lead by example. 

 

I want to for a moment pay some attention to an area largely overlooked or 

forgotten today: and that is the need for greater and stronger leadership. A 

more secure world will need leaders who act and think out of the box, it will 

require leaders who are masterful at the art of negotiation and it will require 

leaders who challenge the status quo. For those involved in the peace and 



 

 

security domains leadership and its decision making is about worrying about 

the next generation and the impact decisions will have on them and not the next 

election. We need leaders who are thinking of the best long-term solutions for 

tomorrow. In post reconciliation scenarios; it is leadership which is the key 

ingredient. We have often been in situations where the need to secure 

protection or peace is so great we overlook the aspect of reconciliation. This is 

a mistake. The skills for reconciliation differ to those needed for peace and 

ceasefires, reconciliation requires a process of soul searching and constructive 

solutions. Sustainable peace will require reconciliation. A more prosperous and 

secure world will need the wounds to be healed before nations can really build 

meaningful bridges. Reconciliation is a very important part of the peace 

process and cannot be treated as an after-thought. 

 

Ladies and Gentleman, let us for a moment contemplate what we can do to 

promote the cause of peace around the world.  We must support and 

encourage local, regional and global dialogue to understand where we stand on 

issues and help us work towards mutually acceptable solutions for the 

promotion of peace and reconciliation. The UN and other multilaterals must 

continue to play a role as described in their Charter and be reformed even 

further.   

 

Besides diplomacy, the globalized media and the internet now offer ready 

instruments for coordination and information sharing that can help counter 

threats to international peace and security. Infact today we almost live in age of 

digital diplomacy – the internet is an effective means to combat threats and we 

must ensure we continue to find new and innovative solutions to security 

challenges. 

 



 

 

And we must continue to expand on the positive example that a conference like 

this one today at Tsinghua University demonstrates. A variety of regional and 

global forums like this, are testimony to the role that China plays in pulling 

together countries to address security concerns and common interests in the 

quest for peace and harmony. 

 

Weaving this all together I would like to leave you all with a few thoughts. Peace 

must be achieved through strength and not weakness. We must recognise and 

challenge any preconceptions we have that the strengthening of our security 

apparatus in nations is a sign of aggression. On the contrary, a more peaceful 

world will come from nations who are stronger and mindful of protection.  

 

The “Three C’s” (Cooperation, Coordination and Collaboration) will form the 

backbone of security management. These three tenants’ themselves represent 

how security is now a holistic concept – we must chip away at each facet that is 

a threat to this, so we can reduce tensions and increase peace. Peace requires 

wisdom, led by wise leaders who can form relationships of trust and plan for 

tomorrow. Sustainable peace is after all about securing not only our protection 

but also our economic growth; and lasting relationships that characterise how 

our new interdependent world is one that must be encouraged and not curbed. 

 

We must avoid the risks of preparing for yesterday's conflicts and hence 

continue to transform global alliances and adapt to emerging challenges. We 

will probably not know the exact and specific threats and challenges we will 

face tomorrow, however, in my view, the creation of deep linkages and 

interdependencies will be the single most important element to secure our good 

future. 



 

 

 

Finally we must pursue security engagement at different levels, from the 

strategic to the local. In so doing, we are giving practical expression to our 

commitment to help shape the world’s future for the better. We're doing so in 

partnership with our neighbours as well as those with whom we don’t share 

borders. Helping to create the right structures for the future, or helping them 

emerge from existing ones, is not a process any of us can afford to watch from 

the sidelines. 

 

It is in all of our best security interests that we do this in a way that reflects our 

values and virtues as individual countries and as people of a globalised world. 
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1. I WISH TO THANK TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY AND THE CHINESE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR INVITING ME TO ADDRESS AT THE 2013 WORLD PEACE 

FORUM.  I AM DELIGHTED TO VISIT THE LOVELY AND HISTORIC CITY OF BEIJING 

AGAIN, AND TO REKINDLE OLD FRIENDSHIPS, AS WELL AS TO FORGE NEW ONES.   

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

2. MUCH HAS BEEN SAID AND WRITTEN ON THE ASIAN CENTURY, A CENTURY IN 

WHICH OUR HOST COUNTRY IS POISED TO PLAY AN INCREASINGLY LARGER ROLE 

AND TO OCCUPY A CENTRAL POSITION IN ITS FUTURE.  I AM CONFIDENT THAT 

CHINA, ALONG WITH ITS NEIGHBORS, WILL LEAD THE CHARGE TO BUILD AND 

SUPPORT A PEACEFUL, PROSPEROUS AND INCLUSIVE WORLD.  HOWEVER, WE 

MUST NOT LET OUR OPTIMISM GET AHEAD OF OURSELVES.  

 

3. THE ASIAN CENTURY IS ONE THAT IS FULL OF PROMISE, BUT IT IS ALSO ONE THAT IS 

FRAUGHT WITH CHALLENGES. IT IS NOT A FOREGONE CONCLUSION, AND WE NEED 

TO WORK DILIGENTLY TO LIVE UP TO THE HIGH EXPECTATIONS.  IN THIS 



 

 

CONFERENCE, WE TAKE AN IMPORTANT STEP TOWARDS THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 

STABLE AND PEACEFUL ASIA BY EXPLORING NEW MODALITIES FOR INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY AND TO REAFFIRM THE TRIED AND TESTED WAYS. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

4. UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH CENTERS AROUND THE WORLD UNDERTAKE STUDIES 

TO FIND NEW CURE FOR DISEASES, MAP THE HUMAN GENOME AND TO SHED LIGHT 

INTO THE UNKNOWN WORLD OF THE HARD AND HUMAN SCIENCES.  

INNOVATIONS IN THESE FIELDS TRANSLATE INTO CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGIES 

AND CONTRIBUTE KNOWLEDGE TOWARD THE BETTERMENT OF HUMAN LIVES.   

 

5. WE HAVE, UNFORTUNATELY, BEEN LESS SUCCESSFUL IN FINDING NEW WAYS TO 

MANAGE OUR INSECURITIES.  MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, THE ANSWER TO OUR 

INSECURITIES IS “SI VIS PACEM, PARA BELUM” – IF YOU WANT PEACE, PREPARE FOR 

WAR.   

 

6. INDEED, ACCORDING TO STATISTICS COMPILED BY THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 

OF STRATEGIC STUDIES, ASIA IN 2011 COLLECTIVELY OUTSPENDS EUROPE IN ARMS 

PURCHASES.  THIS IS AN ALARMING PHENOMENON THAT DOES NOT BODE WELL 

FOR THE REGION. 

 

7. THERE MUST BE A BETTER ALTERNATIVE TO ATTAIN PEACE OTHER THAN ARMING 

OURSELVES TO THE TEETH.  A WORLD THAT IS FUELED BY IDEAS SUCH AS “AN EYE 

FOR AN EYE” WILL INEVITABLY LEAD US DOWN THE PERILOUS PATH OF CONFLICT 

AND DISCORD.   

 



 

 

8. I THUS COMMEND THE ORGANIZERS OF THE WORLD PEACE FORUM FOR 

CHALLENGING US TO THINK OF NEW MODALITIES TO BUILD A BETTER AND MORE 

PEACEFUL TOMORROW.  PLEASE ALLOW ME TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF MY 

THOUGHTS ON THIS IMPORTANT ENDEAVOR. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

9. AN EXCELLENT POINT OF DEPARTURE TOWARD A MORE STABLE ASIA – AND WORLD 

– IS TO REJECT THE USE OF FORCE AS A MEANS TO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT.  WE 

MUST RESIST THE TEMPTATION TO ALLOW “MIGHT IS RIGHT” TO INFLICT OUR 

THOUGHTS AND TO GUIDE OUR ACTIONS.  

 

10. WE IN ASEAN RECOGNIZE THE FUTILITY OF ARMED CONFLICTS AND HAVE PLEDGED 

TO FOREGO THE USE OF FORCE IN THE RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTS THROUGH THE 

TREATY OF AMITY AND COOPERATION (TAC).   TODAY, THIS PLEDGE IS UPHELD 

NOT ONLY BY ALL THE ASEAN STATES, BUT ALSO BY ALL OF OUR DIALOGUE 

PARTNERS. 

 

11. JUST TO BE CLEAR, I AM NOT SUGGESTING PACIFISM OR TOTAL DISARMAMENT.  

TO DO SO WOULD BE NAÏVE.  I RECOGNIZE THAT IN AN ANARCHIC WORLD, STATES 

HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY AND LEGAL RIGHT TO MAINTAIN ARMED FORCES FOR 

SELF-DEFENCE.   

 

12. AT THE SAME TIME, I HOPE STATES WILL BROADEN THEIR NOTION OF WHAT THE 

“SELF” IN “SELF DEFENCE” ENCOMPASSES. THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE “SELF” 

SHOULD NOT BE MYOPICALLY LIMITED TO THE PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL 

SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY.  HOW COULD A STATE BE SAFE WHEN 

ITS NEIGHBORS OR OTHERS IN THE COMMUNITY LIVE PERILOUSLY?  

 



 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

13. I AM NOT ADVOCATING THE ACTIVE INTERFERENCE IN THE NATIONAL AFFAIRS OF 

SOVEREIGN STATES.  NEVERTHELESS, IT WOULD BE UNCONSCIONABLE FOR US TO 

BE ENSCONCED IN THE COMFORT AND SECURITY OF OUR HOMES WHEN ATROCITIES 

AND WIDESPREAD INFRINGEMENT ON THE LIVES AND LIVELIHOOD OF OTHERS GO 

UNNOTICED.   

 

14. WE MUST NOT ALLOW A REPEAT OF RWANDA AND BOSNIA WHERE HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF INNOCENT LIVES WERE NEEDLESSLY LOST, AND MANY MORE 

GRAVELY DISRUPTED.  IF WE CONTINUE TO TURN A BLIND EYE TOWARD THESE 

CHALLENGES TO PEACE AND SECURITY, THROUGH OUR INACTION, WE ARE GUILTY 

BY ASSOCIATION.  

 

15. OUR CHALLENGE IS TO HARNESS THE STRENGTH OF MILITARY POWER TO ENHANCE 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY BY PROTECTING AND EMPOWERING THE WEAK WHO 

ARE UNABLE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES.  

 

16. IN THIS REGARD, THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC) WILL HAVE TO 

PLAY A LARGER ROLE TO MANAGE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY.  THE UNSC – AND 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY – COULD NO LONGER HIDE BEHIND THE 

PARALYZING POLITICS OF THE COLD WAR TO JUSTIFY THEIR INACTION.   

 

17. IF WE WERE TO SUCCEED IN FACILITATING THE TRANSITION FROM THE PAROCHIAL 

AND DIVISIVE EMPHASIS ON NATIONAL INTEREST TO THE PURSUIT OF A COMMON 

GOOD, THIS CHANGE NEEDS TO TAKE ROOT WITHIN THE UNSC, WITH THE 

PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TAKING THE LEAD TO FORGE A 

COLLABORATIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH TOWARDS INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY.  



 

 

 

18. IF WE WERE UNBENDING AND STEADFAST IN UPHOLDING THE IDEALS OF 

COLLECTIVE SECURITY AS ENSHRINED IN THE UN CHARTER, I BELIEVE, FEW 

TRANSGRESSORS OF PEACE WOULD BE FOOLHARDY AS SUCH TO TEST OUR 

RESOLVE.   

 

19. COLLECTIVELY, WE CAN GIVE VOICE TO THOSE WHO ARE TOO WEAK TO SPEAK AND 

TO PROVIDE SHELTER AND PROTECTION TO THOSE WHO NEED IT MOST.  

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

20. I WOULD BE REMISS NOT TO GIVE EQUAL ATTENTION TO WHAT SOME WOULD CALL 

THE “SOFT UNDERBELLY” OF SECURITY.  I, OF COURSE, REFER TO THE MYRIAD 

ISSUES OF NON-TRADITIONAL SECURITY CHALLENGES.  AS I AM SURE YOU ARE 

FAMILIAR WITH THE GRAVE DANGERS AND THREATS POSED BY PANDEMIC DISEASES, 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, PIRACY, NATURAL DISASTERS AND A HOST OF OTHER 

CHALLENGES, I NEED NOT REPEAT THEM TODAY.   

 

21. SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT WE CAN ILL-AFFORD TO IGNORE OR TO DOWN PLAY THE 

GRAVE DANGERS POSED BY NON-TRADITIONAL SECURITY THREATS.  RATHER THAN 

GO INTO THE SPECIFICS OF THESE THREATS, I WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 

INVITE YOU TO PONDER ON HOW WE COULD BEST RESPOND TO THESE 

CHALLENGES.   

 

22. FOR STARTERS, WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE SECURITY IS NO LONGER THE 

SOLE PURVIEW OF STATES.  NOTWITHSTANDING ITS VAST RESOURCES, STATES 

CAN NO LONGER, BY THEMSELVES, CARRY THE BURDEN AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR 



 

 

SECURITY.  IT REQUIRES SMART PARTNERSHIP WITH A RANGE OF NON-STATE 

PARTIES.   

 

23. FOR MANY DECADES, FRIENDS SUCH AS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

RED CROSS (ICRC) AND MEDICINES SANS BORDERS HAVE SUPPLEMENTED AND 

SOMETIMES STOOD AT THE FOREFRONT OF PROVIDING ASSISTANCE AND CARE TO 

THOSE ON THE EDGE OF DEPRIVATION AND DESPAIR.  

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

24. PEACE DOES NOT BEGIN WHEN FIGHTING STOPS. WHILE POST-CONFLICT SURVIVORS 

MAY BE SAFE FROM MORTAR ATTACKS AND GUNFIRE, THEY FACE THE GRIM 

PROSPECT OF REBUILDING THEIR LIVES AND LIVELIHOOD.  FACING A BLEAK 

FUTURE, THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN IN TIMOR LESTE AND IRAQ, REQUIRE 

SUSTAINED AND LONG-TERM ASSISTANCE AS THE GUNS FALL SILENT.  

 

25. TAKING A PAGE FROM THE PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP MODEL, WE COULD DO 

MORE TO DRAW IN AND ESTABLISH PARTNERSHIPS WITH CIVIL SOCIETY, 

NON-GOVERNMENT AND PHILANTHROPY ORGANIZATIONS.   

 

26. STALWARTS SUCH AS THE BILL AND MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION HAVE ACTIVELY 

BEEN ENGAGED IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HIV/AIDS AND MALARIA, AND BRINGING IN 

THESE HERETOFORE RELATIVELY UNTAPPED RESOURCES AND EXPERTISE WILL GO A 

LONG WAY TO ARREST AND OVERCOME THREATS EMANATING FROM POOR ACCESS 

TO HEALTH CARE, HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION, AMONG OTHERS. 

 



 

 

27. SECURITY MEANS MORE THAN SAFETY FROM PHYSICAL HARM.  IT ALSO MEANS 

THE RIGHT TO BASIC NECESSITIES AND LIFE CHANCES.  THE MULTIPLICITY OF 

THREATS REQUIRES US TO BROADEN AND WORK WITH NEW PARTNERS TO PROVIDE 

AND MAINTAIN SECURITY.  

 

28. INCREASINGLY, THE GUARDIANS OF PEACE AND SECURITY WILL NOT BE WEARING 

FATIGUES AND WIELDING WEAPONS. INSTEAD, THESE NEW HEROES WILL BE 

DONNING WHITE COATS AND CARRYING STETHOSCOPES OR TEACHING CALCULUS 

WITH THE AID OF AN IPAD.  THE WARS WE FIGHT IN THE CORNFIELDS, HOSPITALS 

AND SCHOOLS ARE NO LESS URGENT THAN THOSE WE WAGE IN THE BATTLEFIELD, 

AND THE VICTORIES WE GAIN ARE MORE ENDURING AND SATISFYING. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

29. IT MIGHT HAVE BECOME A TRUISM TO SAY THAT WE HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY 

INTERDEPENDENT – BUT IT IS WORTH EMPHASIZING NONETHELESS.  AND ONE OF 

THE MOST POWERFUL STATEMENTS ABOUT OUR GROWING INTERDEPENDENCE 

COMES NOT FROM A WORLD BANK OR ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK REPORT.   

 

30. IT COMES FROM A SIMPLE BILLBOARD IN JAPAN’S NARITA AIRPORT.  AGAINST THE 

BACKDROP OF CHINA’S ICONIC AND MUCH LOVED PANDA BEAR, IT PROCLAIMS 

THAT 238 OF THE 500 COMPANIES IN THE FORTUNE GLOBAL 500 HAD SET UP 

OPERATIONS IN CHENGDU.   

 

 

 



 

 

31. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN UNIMAGINABLE FOR A CITY IN CHINA’S SICHUAN PROVINCE 

TO HOST OPERATIONS FOR OVER HALF OF THE WORLD’S 500 LARGEST 

CORPORATIONS 30 OR 40 YEARS AGO.   

 

32. TODAY, THE CHENGDU STORY IS NOT UNCOMMON. ITS SUCCESS IN ATTRACTING 

THE MAJORITY OF THE FORTUNE 500 CORPORATIONS HIGHLIGHTS TWO 

IMPORTANT POINTS.  FIRSTLY, IT REAFFIRMS CHINA’S MAGNETISM IN PULLING IN 

INVESTMENTS AND NEW BUSINESSES.  SECONDLY, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT 

DEMONSTRATES THAT THE WORLD IS MORE INTER-CONNECTED. 

 

33. ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE COMPELS US TO RETHINK AND RECONCEPTUALIZE 

SECURITY AS “COMMON.”  PAST POLICIES OF “BEGGAR THY NEIGHBOR” IS 

COUNTERPRODUCTIVE AND SHOULD NOT HAVE A PLACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY.   

 

34. SIMILARLY, IN THE SECURITY REALM, WE NEED A CHANGE OF MINDSETS.  

SECURITY CANNOT BE ACHIEVED AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS. ZERO-SUM 

IMPERATIVES IS SHORTSIGHTED AND ITS GAINS UNSUSTAINABLE.   

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

35. CHENGDU’S SUCCESS IS ALSO INSTRUCTIVE IN TELLING US HOW GEO-ECONOMICS 

HAS STEAMED FULL SPEED AHEAD AND LEAVING GEOPOLITICS IN ITS WAKE.  IN 

OTHER WORDS, AS THE FOREIGN POLICY AND SECURITY COMMUNITIES OF THIS 

REGION CONTINUES TO MULL OVER ESOTERIC QUESTIONS SUCH AS THE PROSPECTS 

OF A MAJOR POWER CONFLICT, PRACTICAL PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE DIFFICULT 

CHOICES OF WHERE TO INVEST MILLIONS, IF NOT BILLIONS OF DOLLARS HAVE MADE 

THEIR OPINIONS WELL-KNOWN TO ALL.   



 

 

36. THEY SEE THE IMPROVED AND POSITIVE SENTIMENTS IN ASIA AS AN 

UNPRECEDENTED GENERATIONAL OPPORTUNITY.  THEY SEE IT AS A CHANCE FOR 

THE GERMINATION OF NEW IDEAS, THE OPENING OF NEW MARKETS AND THE 

CREATION OF WEALTH.  THEIR STORY OF WHAT’S TO COME IS LARGELY AN 

OPTIMISTIC ONE.   

 

37. I AM CONFIDENT WE CAN LEARN SOMETHING FROM THE PERCEPTIONS AND 

ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE IN THE BUSINESS WORLD.  INSTEAD OF EMPHASIZING 

ON RIFTS, FAULT LINES, THREATS AND THE QUARRELS OF THE PAST, LET US FOCUS 

ON PARTNERSHIPS AND THE PROSPECTS OF A PROSPEROUS COMMON FUTURE.   

 

38. INSTEAD OF FUELING ON NARROW NATIONALISMS, LET US CULTIVATE IN OUR 

CHILDREN A SENSE OF BELONGING TO A WIDER REGION, WHERE BORDERS ARE 

GOING TO MATTER LESS AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING IS GOING TO BE CRUCIAL, 

MORE THAN EVER BEFORE.   

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INNOVATION AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY – Beijing 27.06.2013 

Address by Dominique de Villepin ( former Prime Minister of France) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I feel deeply honored and  privileged to be here among you today and to introduce 
today’s round of discussions of the World Peace Forum hosted by the University of 
Tsinghua and the Chine Communist Party’s Institute for Foreign Affairs . It’s a 
beautiful thing to see such a major international forum develop and grow, year after 
year. To see so many government officials, internationally renowned thinkers and 
analysts as well as young people of this excellent university, who will be one day in 
charge of thinking and shaping the world future. 

 

 

It’s hard indeed to keep pace with the world! Transformations have never been 
as quick as in the past years. 

 The centers of power of the world are shifting, with new areas of prosperity 
and also new areas of conflicts, in Asia and in the Pacific. 

 The crisis are appearing all over the world. They are spreading around 
themselves. Look at Syria, interacting today with the crisis in Iran, in 
Lebanon. 

 The changes  are accelerating. 
o In 1989, the Fall of the Berlin wall creates a new world from one day 

to the other 
o In 2001, the Fall of the Twin Towers reveals that behind the unipolar 

world, there’s a surge of conflicts and oppositions and that America is 
challenged all around the globe. 

o In 2003, the Fall of Baghdad after a few days of war, shows that the 
whole Middle East born out of World War I is beginning a totally 
uncontrollable transformation, of which the Arab Spring was one of 
the consequences. 

o 2011, country by country, all the Arab nations are crumbling apart 
under the weight of their political regimes. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_France


 

 

 

 

Why is this? It’s because we are in a world driven by technological innovation.  

 It’s a time where major technological breakthroughs promise to solve 
problems mankind has faced for centuries : overcoming hunger through 
agro-techs, overcoming disease through medical progress, overcoming poverty 
through greater productivity. 

 But at the same time, it’s a time when technological progress is creating even 
greater challenges for the future. It’s true with climate change, when it has 
become almost impossible to limit the rise of temperatures to less than 2 
degrees Celsius at the end of the century. It’s true with nuclear energy, when 
we look at Fukushima. 

 

Last year, then Vice-President XI Jinping gave an inspiring speech to the World Peace 
Forum. In the different aspects of the international security concept he wished for, he 
gave a particular emphasis to the need for innovation. An innovation he defined not as 
a technical progress, but as a new mindset, as an ability to think the new world we are 
living in. And I think this is indeed the crucial aspect of innovation today : promoting 
new ideas for a new world. 

We have technological innovation without having cultural innovation at the same time. 
Let’s look at the consequences of this in the field of international security and 
cooperation. 

 

 

 

1. The fact is that technological innovation is a remedy and a poison at the 
same time, when it comes to security. 

 We must acknowledge it, new technologies bring solutions for more security. 
o It means more protection for human lives. Less casualties on the field, 

and that’s a crucial question when you have the responsibility to use 
force. That’s the strong case for the use of certain forms of weapons 
and drones, with fewer deaths and injuries among civil populations and 
less death among soldiers. 

o It means more guarantees against attacks. The capacities of border 
control, the development of satellite intelligence and observation allow 



 

 

a greater anticipation of threats and risks. It allows better protection 
against pirates for example, which makes it possible to increase the 
world trade relations. 

o It means more precision to target a precise objective. In theory, this can 
allow to wipe out a threat without creating massive conflicts. We’ve 
had examples in the last years, particularly in Africa, where limited 
strikes against terrorist attacks made it possible to avoid large scale 
conflicts. And that’s a central issue to find a way to limit war, to avoid 
confrontations degenerating in time and space. 

 Why do I say it’s also a possible poison? Because of five major risks of these 
technologies. 

o Technological wars create instability. Because each technology 
creates the conditions for its counter-technology.  

 Instability because of new threats. That’s true when it comes to 
cybersecurity for example. The guarantee of communications 
has become crucial today while it has been only secondary for 
many years. And a fourteen year old hacker can inflict more 
damage than a whole unit of trained people.  

 Instability because of the dissymmetry of responses. The 
opportunistic advantages at a particular moment in time 
because of a precise invention become massive. This was the 
case in 1945, when the United States  were the only power 
capable of an A Bomb. But when you have massive dissuasion, 
you become more vulnerable to guerilla, to small-scale wars. 
That’s one of the central laws of the new warfare. 

o Technological wars develop inequalities. The increasing costs of 
security technologies widen the gap between poor and rich, between 
small and great powers. It’s a concentration of strength in very few 
hands. I can’t imagine this to be a guarantee for a fair world order. A 
world in which one single country has almost half of all military 
expenses and equipment is by nature a dangerous world, even if it’s a 
responsible country.  

o There’s a consequence even worse. A risk of inhumanity. 
Something is deeply changed in human interaction when you can 
impose strength without human contact, through automatic interfaces. 
What’s the psychological consequence of a war fought from six 
thousand miles, in a chair in an operation room, when there’s no 



 

 

physical risk at all? The drone debate today in the USA is very 
interesting in this respect.  

o These technologies also create the risk of a permanence of war. The 
escalation and technologies of dissuasion create a situation of cold war 
between all, in which every country keeps building up its arsenal. 
That’s what the Cold War taught us. When the degree of innovation in 
technical terms is shared by at least two powers, it doesn’t lead to war 
but it doesn’t lead to peace either. It leads to the constitution of 
antagonistic blocks. I think if we believe only in technology, we’re 
headed towards a multipolar cold war. 

o Internationalization is the fifth risk.. Stakes become so high, 
economically and politically, that every conflict tends to adopt a 
world-wide scale. That’s what we see with the proliferation crisis in 
Iran. The immediate causes are regional, they are about hegemony in 
the Middle East, facing Saudi Arabia. But the threats are worldwide, 
because Iranian rockets could threaten Europe for example. Security 
stakes become planetary, that’s what is shown with the Anti-Missile 
System NATO wanted to develop in Eastern Europe, for instance. 

 

2. Security is always before all a human question. Technological innovation 
is for the best only if there is political innovation at the same time.  

 In fact it’s the question of justice. 
o It’s about development. You never have war when two people share 

common interests, vivid trade, a fair relationship. Insecurity in one way 
or the other is always the result of poverty and underdevelopment of 
the growth capacities of a country. That’s why globalization is as well 
a hope as a threat for security. 

 It’s a hope because it’s creating a common interest for a large 
worldwide middle class in the merging countries. 300-400 
million people in the last decade in China. Almost as many in 
India in a somewhat longer time. Absolute poverty has been 
reduced massively on the world scale in the twelve past years. 

 But at the same time it’s a threat, because globalization creates 
inequalities within and between countries. Globalization creates 
instabilities because of the rising costs of commodities or 
energy for example, that countries more and more seem to be 
willing to  fight for. 



 

 

o It’s about cooperation, this means intelligence, the ability to 
understand each other, to put oneself in the other’s shoes. 

 Today we have the example of Asia, where there are many 
historical and legal debates over island sovereignty for example. 
That’s the result of a complicated century. It’s the proof there’s 
a long way to go, but it’s also the proof that it has become 
possible to discuss the situation again. The Asian countries 
need to find the best possible timetable and framework to cool 
down the debates and find the right arguments that could 
convince both parties.  

o It’s about law, that’s to say the ability to overcome the particular point 
of view or interest to define a global point of view that can protect 
everyone at the same time. 

 Yes, innovation is indeed a central need of our transforming world : we need 
new ideas for a new world. This means new regulations instead of more force. 

o The temptation to solve the problems by force leads to always more 
use of force, because it creates weakness. Look at Libya, look at the 
Syrian crisis. It’s a folly to think we can solve the crisis by giving 
better weapons to one or the other side. In the best case, it can only be 
an argument to put pressure upon negotiations. But the key is not a 
truck full of weapons, the key will be in the end a national, regional, 
international conference to build a framework for the future of Syria. If 
we fail again, risks are incredibly high. Within Syria, in a divided 
country, it could lead to mass murders, particularly against minorities. 
Syria is very much becoming like Yugoslavia in the 1990es. 

o The use of force is reactive and not proactive, while the rule of law 
prevents conflicts from happening. Sure it’s easier to see when a battle 
has been won, than to see that a battle has been avoided. But a battle 
that has been won is not yet a reconciliation that has been won. We 
have many examples of military solutions to conflicts that have not 
brought peace, because there was no civil solution. The case of Irak 
today, when confessional violences rage again as fiercely as in the 
worst times eight years ago, seems quite a sad and striking example to 
me. 

o We need global protections for global stakes. Globalization is the 
discovery of a worldwide Commonwealth. 



 

 

 It’s true for the seas for example, where 90% of all traded 
goods are transported, where 95% of all communications are 
transmitted.  

 It’s true for fresh air, a common good that knows no border. 
Climate change 

 It’s true for confidence in the global financial system because  
3. The key issue is stability. For political innovation to last, we need an 

institutional renewal. We need innovation to keep our multipolar world 
together. 

 We need new concepts for bilateral relations, particularly between great 
powers. Tomorrow the relationship between the USA and China will be 
crucial for world stability. Classical diplomacy will lead to confrontation. But 
an innovative diplomacy can create links and foster cooperation instead. 

o A public diplomacy to develop lasting understanding between the 
people, through the development of a diverse information in particular. 

o An open diplomacy building on the relationships between two societies, 
with the strong ties in university and research, with the strong ties of 
the Overseas Chinese communities, 

o A permanent diplomacy. There should be as many meetings and 
forums as possible, because that’s the place where new ideas and 
compromises can be patiently worked out. Irregular meetings of chiefs 
of State can not be enough. 
 

 We need new regional frameworks for security, for prosperity and for peace. 
o Regional architectures are always a form of reconciliation, because 

history has created long-run confrontations that are not easily undone. 
It was true between France and Germany, and the reconciliation made 
the European Union possible. It is true between China and Japan, and I 
believe the success story of the coming years will be the great 
reconciliation in Asia. 

o Regional architectures must prove their efficiency by concrete 
realizations; In Europe for example, today we will progress in Europe 
only if we are able to develop new common policies – for energy, for 
universities and research. 

 We need new international institutions for a new world governance. 
o The United Nations are a wonderful concept. They have borne the 

spirit of a common destiny of mankind for sixty years, out of the ashes 
of a war that threatened humanity and mankind at once. But today, the 



 

 

framework of the UN is not adapted anymore to the new multipolar 
world.  

 It’s true on the financial side. 
 It’s true on the political side.  

o We need a permanent international force able to enforce the 
international decisions. It should be put under the authority of the 
Security Council and have  three main missions 

 The struggle against terrorism through security cooperation 
 The prevention of crisis through rapid reaction forces in case of 

immediate threats. 
 The interposition in case of degenerating conflicts with major 

risks of crimes of war or against humanity. 
o We need a renewed security council that would be  

 more representative of the new world, with more emergent 
countries as permanent members, like Brasil or India,  

 that would be more cooperative through the presence of the 
regional organizations that should be in charge of the 
coordination of some parts of the security intervention through 
specific security tools like the Europe of Defence for example 

 and that would be more reactive through a modification of the 
UN Charter concerning the interventions under article 5. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I think you understood my point. I’m advocating for an innovative diplomacy in a 
time when very few believe diplomacy can be a solution.  

 Many think there are shortcuts to security. There are no short cuts. Security is 
always the long road. 

 Diplomacy is all about initiative. 
 Diplomacy is all about identities, distinct but interdependent identities. 

Diplomacy is an old word but a new idea in this rapidly transforming world. 

We are gathered here with major thinkers, analysts, experts,  actors of international 
security. Every one of you is eager to exchange ideas, to develop new concepts. 

I could think of no better place to make innovation not only a debate, but also an 
immediate practice. So let’s innovate together!  
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1. Introduction 

Thank you for inviting me to speak once again this year at Tsinghua 
University's World Peace Forum. Over the past year or so, leaders have been 
chosen, elected or re-elected in most of the countries and territories in or 
closely connected to north-east Asia including Japan, China, South Korea, 
North Korea, Taiwan, Russia and the United States. There are many complex 
and difficult problems remaining in northeast Asia, but I think that, under these 
new leaders, we need to chart a strong, firm course towards peace, security, 
prosperity and trade throughout the entire region. I believe that forum serves 
as part of the joint efforts to those ends. 

Recently, I retired as a politician after a career of 28 years, and this spring I 
established the East Asian Community Institute which will serve as a focus of 
my future activities. Four years ago, when I was Prime Minister of Japan, I 
proposed a vision for the East Asia Community, and was honored to receive 
warm support from various leaders in the region including Chinese premier 
Wen Jiabao. Unfortunately, my term as Prime Minister was too short for me to 
be able to make concrete progress towards realizing this vision. It is 
disappointing that the Japanese government remains unenthusiastic about the 
Community, due mainly to their concerns over how it would be viewed by the 
United States. However, I am steadfastly in my conviction that Japan cannot 
thrive during the 21st century without working together and prospering together 
with other Asian countries. Now I am an ordinary member of the public, I am 
more determined than ever to devote the rest of my life to the realization of the 
East Asian Community. 

2. Three Issues 

The first pressing issue for the stability of this region is how to ensure that 
North Korea, which continues to act against the international norms even 
under the new leadership of First Secretary Kim Jong-un, is brought back into 
the fold of multi-party dialogue within East Asia and engaged as an ordinary 
member of the international community. 



 

 

Although the six-party talks for the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula 
have been stalled since December 2008, there was recent welcome news 
when Choe Ryong-hae, Director of the Korean People's Army General Political 
Bureau, visited Beijing at the end of last month as a special envoy of Kim 
Jong-un and announced, during a meeting with Chinese president Xi Jingping, 
that North Korea would return to the six-party talks. In addition to promptly 
restarting the six-party talks, the talks should be followed, or accompanied, by 
the replacement of the temporary ceasefire agreement signed 60 years ago 
between North and South Korea with a permanent peace agreement to resolve 
the state of war still existing between the two nations under international law. 
In addition, steps must be taken towards the normalization of diplomatic 
relations between the United States and North Korea and also between Japan 
and North Korea. If peace can be achieved, resulting in demilitarization and 
building of trust between North Korea and both South Korea and the United 
States, then the rationale for North Korea to develop nuclear weapons and 
missiles will also disappear. 

South Korean President Park Geun-hye addressed the United States 
Congress on May 8. In addition to reaffirming her commitment to the process 
of trust-building on the Korean peninsula, President Park also said that "We 
cannot afford to put off a multilateral dialogue process in Northeast Asia. 
Together, the United States and other Northeast Asian partners could start 
with softer issues. These include environmental issues and disaster relief. 
They include nuclear safety and counter-terrorism. Trust will be built through 
this process. And that trust will propel us to expand the horizons of our 
cooperation.” She added that “Of course, North Korea could also be invited to 
join". I wholeheartedly support this proposal. 

Recently, one of the Prime Minister of Japan's special advisers was sent on a 
visit to Pyongyang, where he met with North Korea leaders. Although I 
welcome the decision to reengage the long-stalled process of dialogue with 
North Korea, Japan problematically went ahead with this visit without any 
advance consultation with the United States, China or any other related 
countries, thereby producing unnecessary discord. Although Japan has to deal 
with unique problem of the abduction issue, such sudden unilateral action 
lacks discretion at a time when it is of the utmost importance for the nations 
participating in the 6-party talks, namely United States, China, South Korea, 
Russia and Japan, to stand together. 

The second major issue this region is facing is the dispute between Japan and 
China over the Senkaku Islands. In comparison to last fall, both Japan and 
China have made greater efforts this spring to tone down their words and 



 

 

actions, and  fortunately as a result no major incidents have occurred. 
However, the risk of an escalation into military conflict as a result of a fortuitous 
incident has not been completely eliminated. 

In connection with this issue, I have taken particular note of the agreement 
between China and Indonesia to set up a forum for talks to establish a legally 
binding code of maritime conduct as a means of resolving sovereignty disputes 
in the South China Sea through dialogue. This agreement was reached in talks 
between Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Marty Natalegawa when Foreign Minister Wang visited Southeast Asia in early 
May. As you know, ASEAN has, since 1976, adopted the Treaty of Amity and 
Co-Operation in Southeast Asia, which prohibits military action and calls for a 
resolution of conflict through dialogue. Many non-ASEAN Countries including 
Japan and China are also signatories to the treaty, but regrettably the treaty 
has only moral force and is not a legally binding agreement. Therefore, the 
recent agreement between China and Indonesia is important. I hope that such 
agreements can be applied not only in the South China Sea but also in the 
East China Sea, developing into a conflict prevention system for the entire 
East Asia region. 

Another related development is the announcements in August and September 
last year by Mr. Ma Ying-jeou of Taiwan of the "East Asia Peace Initiative" and 
the guidelines for its implementation. The initiative is based on the concept that 
although territory and sovereignty are indivisible, resources can be shared. It 
calls for multilateral dialogue between Japan, Taiwan and China on issues 
including restraint to prevent the escalation of conflict, ongoing dialogue while 
shelving disputes, the resolution of disputes through peaceful means, the 
establishment of a code of conduct in the East China Sea, and the construction 
of mechanisms for joint resource development. The initiative is a proposal 
eminently worthy of consideration. 

The third issue we are facing is the attitude of the Abe Administration towards 
Asia, which represents one of the major reasons for the lack of momentum 
towards conflict resolution despite the positive agreements and proposals I 
have referred to. Since the start of the Abe Administration, large numbers of 
ruling party politicians have worshipped at Yasukuni Shrine and the Prime 
Minister himself has refused to acknowledge Japan's past invasion of the 
Asian continent while hinting at the possibility of reviewing the Murayama 
Statement. He has also expressed his intention to revise the Kono Statement 
on comfort women. As a result, not only China and South Korea but also the 
United States are strongly concerned over historical revisionism and whether 
Japan intends to start another war in Asia. It is unbearable for many people 



 

 

who suffered during the war, particularly those in Asia, to hear senior members 
of the Liberal Democratic Party and Japan Restoration Party make continued 
statements justifying the war or saying that comfort women were "necessary". 

Furthermore, during the Taro Aso Administration, Japan proposed 
"value-orientated diplomacy", which emphasized coordination between 
countries with shared values of freedom, democracy and capitalism to build an 
"arc freedom and prosperity" that would surround China. During my 
administration, we stepped back from this approach, but there are signs that 
the Abe government wants to revive it. I cannot say that there is no issue with 
China, a country which is increasing its military spending and appears to be 
trying to expand its maritime interests, but I do not think it is at all advisable to 
try and isolate China. It should go without saying and the true essence 
diplomacy is the extent to which countries with different value systems can 
work together, and I am concerned that pursuing the "arc of freedom and 
posterity" may conversely end up isolating Japan. 

A pressing issue is to encourage the Abe government to amend its attitude 
towards Asia and position Japan as a country that can learn from history and 
co-operate with other Asian countries. 

3. The Road to the East Asian Community 

In his East China Sea Peace Initiative, Mr. Ma Ying-jeou of Taiwan makes the 
important proposal that Taiwan, China and Japan should put their territorial 
disputes to one side and instead focus on issues such as the joint  
management of fisheries, minerals and environmental protection, joint 
oceanographic research and joint security measures to combat ocean piracy 
and protect against terrorism. For some time I have advocated the 
establishment of mechanisms for the joint international development of 
undersea resources, using as a model the European Coal and Steel 
Community that led to the EU. I believe that positioning the East Japan East 
China Sea as a "sea of fraternity", can be a first step towards the achievement 
of an East Asia Community, and that this approach can help us identify the 
rules we should abide by to resolve conflicts in the Japan Sea, East China Sea 
and South China Sea. 

The ASEAN Community will begin in 2015. This is an ambitious challenge that 
marks a turning point in the history of East Asia. We must respond by promptly 
developing our own frameworks for multilateral dialogue in Northeast Asia. 
Only then will the establishment of a East Asian Community, based on two 
core areas of Southeast Asia and Northeast Asia, become a real possibility. 
However, we should not just sit and wait until the framework for the Community 



 

 

is established, we should rather take action in a number of concrete areas, 
building up a cumulative volume of results, no matter how small. 

One such example is my "Campus Asia" proposal, which has already begun 
through model cases in Japan, China and South Korea. I hope in future to 
increase the number of universities and countries participating in the program. 
Having young students studying at other universities unhindered by national 
borders can promote resolutions to problems of history. The time is also now 
right for the attempts in Japan, China and South Korea to produce joint history 
textbooks to achieve meaningful results through dialogue. There is also an 
ambitious project to combine the fortunes of East Asia as a whole in the field of 
environmental protection and energy usage. The Gobi desert in Mongolia is 
said to have huge potential as a source of wind and solar power. The project is 
an attempt to resolve the whole region's energy problems by having not only 
Mongolia, but also Japan, China and South Korea become involved in the 
development of these natural energy resources, while also building a power 
transmission network to supply all of East Asia.  If there are appropriate 
changes to the political environment in North Korea, then North Korea could be 
also provided with energy, helping to support that country's economic 
development. 

Another energy issue is nuclear power. If we consider the severity of Japan's 
recent nuclear accident, it will be impossible to build new nuclear power 
stations in Japan. However, the reality is that emerging economies such as 
China, India and Vietnam will be forced to rely on nuclear power for the 
foreseeable future. In order to preserve Japan's advanced nuclear technology 
while also improving nuclear power safety across the region, there is a 
pressing need to establish a joint body for managing nuclear power in East 
Asia. 

There are countless other areas for potential co-operation including economics, 
where Japan, China and South Korea have started towards negotiating a free 
trade agreement, in addition to finance, culture, medicine, care giving and 
disaster prevention. However, I would like to conclude by emphasizing the 
need for different religions to co-operate in providing education in this region, 
where Buddhism flourished. Many religions exist worldwide, but they all share 
as their true goal education that fosters benevolence and fraternity. I believe 
we can achieve peace around the world if governments work to encourage 
various religions to co-operate towards a single goal rather than to compete 
with each other. 

I hope you will all join with me believing our prayers can be answered and that 
we can move forward towards the creation of the East Asia Community. 
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Courtesies 

 

On behalf of the people of Sierra Leone, and in my own name, I 

congratulate the citizens of the Peoples Republic of China for 

their inauguration of a new leadership. Please accept Mr. Vice 

President our wishes for the continued well being and 

prosperity of the friendly leadership and entire citizenry of the 

Peoples Republic of China. 

 

Distinguished ladies and Gentlemen, I am honored to be 

present at this year’s World Peace Forum to share our 



 

 

perspective on New Trends in International Security and to 

propose actions on innovation, cooperation and development 

as effective pathways for meeting the security challenges of our 

changing world. We appreciate Tsinghua University for inviting 

the leadership of a small developing nation in West Africa to 

contribute to this landmark discussion; in a changing world of 

converging spaces and technologies, insecurity anywhere could 

introduce breaks in the chains and networks of worldwide 

security that could negatively impact the infrastructures of 

development, peace and progress everywhere. The impacts of 

insecurity can no longer be confined; the benefits of security 

can no longer be monopolized. We are in the same boat. 

Plugging emerging holes in the boat, wherever they are and 

however small they are, is a wise course of action. The 

successful voyage to the destinations of our converging 

aspirations requires the integration of this wisdom into 

discussions, mechanisms and actions for international security. 

This must be the new trend, and we congratulate Tsinghua 

University for their pioneering awareness of this imperative. 

 



 

 

We are here because we believe China is the biggest driver of 

our changing world. From issues relating to trade, investments, 

security and possibilities of prosperity for most of the world’s 

people, China moves many of the actions and responses of 

most of the nations of the world. This changing world is, in the 

main, also China’s world, and we are heartened by the fact that 

China has committed its role within it to a Peaceful Rise.  

 

This peaceful rise has brought about significant collaborations 

between China, Africa and other regions of the world in 

delivering innovation and development. The continuation of 

these collaborative efforts will enhance international security in 

our changing world.  

 

There are varied positive and negative emerging trends in 

international security, most of which are very well known and 

discussed all the time. And it is also very well known that most 

of these trends are carried on by the same vectors, the most 

prominent of which are globalization, migration, explosion of 

demands for food and energy, the rise of new powers and the 

exponential acceleration of technological change.   



 

 

 

The negative trends impact upon our world as terrorism, 

environmental degradation, drug and human trafficking, money 

laundering, proliferation of arms, cyber crime, and other 

security threats that are very well known. But every nation and 

region has issues of security for which it is most worried about. 

In Sierra Leone and West Africa for instance, we worry greatly 

about small arms proliferation, about the attempts by drug 

traffickers to make our region their staging points, about illegal 

fishing in our waters, about growing terrorist threats by 

extremists in the Sahel, and about challenges to human security 

posed by poverty and ill-health.  

 

These are instances of insecurity for which our countries are 

the points of direct impact. But it is important to note that 

episodes of insecurity that directly impact a particular region 

may send waves of insecurity that reach other regions and 

challenge their security architecture. Before now, these waves 

of insecurity may only get as far as different districts of the 

same countries, or a bordering nation. For instance, the war 

that engulfed my country in the 1990s began as a direct 



 

 

incursion by rebels in neighboring Liberia, then it moved on to 

border districts of my country before it took over the whole of 

Sierra Leone. It took about four to five years for the war to 

engulf the whole of the country. But in our changing world, the 

waves of insecurity move much faster, reaching neighboring 

countries, a whole region, a continent and the entire globe in 

record time. In the new emerging world, because of greater 

internet capacities, the convergence of data, voice and video 

technologies, and speedier migratory flows everywhere, 

insecurity could be unleashed by many more people from many 

more places to impact many more areas.  

 

The sources of insecurity are not necessarily where they 

register their greatest impacts. A Tsunami could be triggered by 

earthquakes deep below the ocean; but its point of greatest 

impact for human populations may be thousands of miles away. 

In the emerging security discourses, however, when a place 

that receives the greatest impact of insecurity is in the 

developing country, that nation is seen as the source of the 

insecurity; and even when the insecurity directly hits developed 

nations, analysts also trace sources to developing nations. 



 

 

Many developing nations are perceived as breeding grounds for 

terrorists and threatening migrants. But it is important to note 

that actions of particular groups in the developed world are 

also threats to global security. A notable example was the case 

of speculative bankers and commodity buyers during the 

international financial food and fuel crisis. Did the actions of 

these groups not breed anxieties, human insecurity and riots in 

many parts of the globe? Are these groups not vectors of 

disorder? Must they not be reined in? Must we not create 

effective international mechanisms to ensure more prudent 

regulation and governance of these groups?  

  

 

Security challenges in our changing world are converging, but 

mechanisms in place to deal with them are often fashioned in 

terms of the old divide of us, the weak and developing versus 

them, strong and developed. Often, these mechanisms are 

ones of convenience. They are respected when it suits powerful 

states and interests and discarded when it does not. They are 

imposed on other states in ways that make them look more like 

instruments of foreign domination than as mechanisms for 



 

 

promoting global security, accountability and international 

development. Thus we see many practices that defeat declared 

intents for fairer trade enshrined in the founding objectives of 

the World Trade Organizations, the IMF and other institutions. 

These practices include amongst others, agricultural subsidies 

in many developed countries that are constraining the 

competitiveness and livelihoods of millions of farmers in 

developing countries; high tariffs in developed nations for 

goods produced through comparative advantages in developing 

nations; and unfair taxation mechanisms and non transparent 

banking processes leading to loss of billions of revenue that 

should have accrued to developing nations.  

 

These contradictions between stated objectives and practices 

also afflict many international security mechanisms, from 

agreements about arms proliferation to migratory flows and 

the integrity of cyberspace operations. 

 

In many cases, the compliance regimes of emerging security 

mechanisms are greatly geared to addressing security concerns 

prioritized by bigger developed states. This is not to suggest 



 

 

that issues that firstly impact developed nations should not be 

everybody’s focus, for definitely these episodes, from cyber 

crime to tax fraud, piracy and undocumented migrations may 

send waves of insecurity everywhere. Rather those issues 

whose first impacts are felt in developing nations also require 

more than token attention.  

 

Integrating developing countries’ primary security concerns 

into discourses and actions for international security promotes 

local ownership of global security and prevents the unleashing 

of recurring waves of insecurity all over the globe. Without 

democratic, effective and flexible mechanisms for discussing 

and acting upon these concerns at the global level, hardly any 

society may be immune from the ripples moving outwards from 

the centers of direct impact. At the local level it may involve 

strengthening of capacities for pro-action and response. Many 

African countries, including Sierra Leone, are revamping 

security systems at their airports; we are establishing 

institutions to combat drug trafficking, corruption, human 

trafficking, money-laundering, piracy, and cyber-crimes.  

 



 

 

We have shown determination at the African Union, ECOWAS 

and Mano River levels to enhance human security through 

democratic governance, good economic policies and social 

programs. We have designed and adopted protocols relating to 

security, we have sent peace-keeping forces to troubled spots, 

and organized mediation of political disputes in several 

countries. However, many of the compliance regimes governing 

international security agreed upon in the exclusive 

international forums outside Africa place burdens upon nations 

like ours that our resources and current technological and 

other infrastructures would find very challenging to carry. In 

other instances, the accelerations of technological change 

render systems upon which millions have been spent to 

enhance security obsolete within a few years. With limited local 

ownership, systems that become obsolete too soon, 

constrained resources and capacities in the face of other 

immediate security challenges, the result is the presence of 

many weak links in the chains of international security.  

 

In our emerging world, new trends usually pose new challenges. 

Let us for example look at the issue of migration. International 



 

 

migration is usually from poorer countries to wealthier nations. 

And we have often seen these migratory flows linked to 

security issues by the leaders and citizens of wealthier nations. 

But these migratory flows are evolving, and a new trend is 

emerging: this involves the growing migratory flows from 

investor and donor countries towards the destinations of 

investments and aid. These new migrants, sometimes far less 

competent than locals are disrupting potential employment 

and growth opportunities for locals. This poses security 

challenges for recipient nations, communities and citizens. And 

we have recently seen actions, by countries within Africa, to 

deport migrants seen as posing this challenge. We believe that 

though many a time migrations create anxieties amongst 

people, it has been, on balance, a great contributor to human 

progress. We therefore need to transcend the traumas of mass 

deportations, be it from European or African countries through 

win-win coordinating and innovative mechanisms. As a starting 

point, we propose a high level panel on migration to lead us 

through the design and implementation of innovative 

mechanisms to address this challenge.  

 



 

 

We may also want to note a new trend in drug trafficking that 

warrants our innovative attention. In the 1990s and greater 

part of the last decade, drug traffickers targeted the shores of 

West Africa as staging point for moving cocaine from South 

America to Europe. The drugs were wholly manufactured in 

South America. Now, the ingredients to make synthetic drugs 

are separately smuggled into West Africa to evade detection, 

then the separately smuggled elements are utilized to 

manufacture synthetic drugs for illicit marketing in Asia where 

these drugs fetch far higher prices than the cocaine sold in 

Europe. Improved coordination between governments in West 

Africa and Asia to tackle this trend will greatly enhance our 

collective security. 

 

Mr. Chairman, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, our 

globalized world has seen the securitization of many aspects of 

human life, a paradigm shift that has given us discourses and 

actions relating to human security. There are many positive 

developments in relation to this new discourse. Security should 

not only be about the state, or monopolized by armed forces. 

The absence of well being in communities, the degradation of 



 

 

community sustaining environments, and widespread illiteracy 

in this era of great knowledge are at the same time vectors and 

instances of insecurity. And they warrant our greatest attention 

and collaborative actions. We have often heard that there is 

enough food in the world to ensure that nobody goes to bed 

hungry, that there are enough knowledge resources in the 

world to ensure that nobody stays illiterate, that there are 

emergent technologies and modes of behaving that will ensure 

a cleaner and safer environment, and that making the world 

safer and securer for women enhances the security and dignity 

of the human person, our communities and nations.  

 

We have seen collaborative mechanisms to utilize these 

resources to ensure health and education for all; we have 

organized processes to address issues relating to global 

warming, climate change, gender equity and judicial 

accountability. But whilst successes are scored in one aspect, 

failures in other areas complicate the impact of our successes. 

Whilst there are collaborations, from the inter-governmental 

agreements on the MDGs and the support to eradicate poverty 

at the country level by both state and non state actors, other 



 

 

actions including failure of states to sign up to effective 

mechanisms on climate change, and irresponsible behavior by 

corporate giants at the global financial level and at local 

extractive environments have constrained these efforts. It 

seems as if attachments to old non-participatory frameworks, 

mechanisms of convenience and notions of dominance are 

constraining global efforts at dealing with many vectors and 

states of human insecurity.  

 

We need to deal with this attitude of dominance and 

exploitation wrought onto our emerging world from an era that 

has run its course. The world has changed, China has risen, 

Africa is rising, critical masses of populations everywhere are 

now very aware of their rights and the possibilities of a better 

life; and they are activating these possibilities with a zeal never 

before experienced in the history of the world. And more 

importantly, many people are also acquiring the skills to seek 

redress for injustice, marginalization and indignity. We must 

build sustainable security models that address the root causes 

of the political challenges the world faces. We must therefore 

open up such forums of global decision-making as the UN 



 

 

Security Council, the IMF, and the World Bank; we must admit 

rising regions into the hallowed councils of global security 

decision making. Our continental organization, the African 

Union, recognizes this new imperative and calls for two 

countries in Africa to be permanent members of the United 

Nations Security Council.  

 

Africa applauds new approaches focusing on human security. 

We are, however, mindful of a particular negative and 

totalitarian trend in the processes of securitization that would 

even consider increases in a country’s GDP as having negative 

security implications for other nations. But we need not 

perceive increases in prosperity as a zero sum game; that some 

nations could only rise at the expense of other countries. As 

suggested by the theme of last year’s World Peace Forum we 

must promote mechanisms for the win-win prosperity and 

security of the peoples of the world. We have sacred 

responsibilities to address the zero-sum securitization of the 

rise of nations and the aspirations of societies and individuals. 

We must resist the attempts to securitize the peaceful rise of 

nations; we must transcend knee jerk reactions to securitize 



 

 

the promotion of human rights; and we must also take actions 

to reduce the collateral cultural and individual insecurities 

coming from the accelerations of technological change. 

 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, Africa is growing, six of the 

ten fastest growing economies in the world are in the continent, 

our populations are increasing at faster rates than many other 

regions, our cities are growing and over two thirds of the 

continent’s population are below 35. These growths offer great 

opportunities for Africa’s future. And I believe that Africa is 

seizing these opportunities. Our efforts, our youths and our 

endowments will be mainstays of security, prosperity and 

dignity. But as our people say, fire could sometime come from 

the river; opportunities are also fraught with risks. Sprawling 

urban centers and large cohorts of young men, especially when 

unemployed and out of school pose enormous governance and 

security challenges. But Africa is determined to seize the 

destiny of prosperity marked out by our growth through 

collaborations for a peaceful world.  

 



 

 

It is in the enlightened self-interest of our continent to stand up 

for peace. Africa grows when peace reigns. This has been the 

story of many Africa nations, including my own country, Sierra 

Leone. Sierra Leone still has enormous challenges, but we have 

been able to grow our economy and be amongst the fastest 

growing economies in the world because we have ensured 

peace and security for over a decade now. This is our aspiration 

for the world; and we believe that collaboratively with the new 

China and other countries dedicated to the peaceful rise of 

nations, this aspiration is within our rights and our reach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPEECH* 

on Behalf of Secretary General of the SCO, D. Mezentsev 

at the Second World Peace Forum  

on "Social Development and International Security" 

 

(June 28, 2013, Beijing) 

  

Mr. Chairman, Chen Jian,  

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

First of all, allow me, on behalf of the Secretary of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization, Mezentsev Dmitry Fedorovich express sincere 

apologies for no being able to participate in this august forum and thank 

the organizers of the forum, Tsinghua University and Chinese People's 

Institute of Foreign Affairs for the invitation and provision of excellent 

arrangements.  

This session of the forum is dedicated to subject "Social Development 

and International Security." At first, I would like to dwell on the first part 

of this topic, the on the social development and on what is being done 

                                                           
*
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within the framework of  Shanghai Cooperation Organization in this 

direction. By the definition "social development" means a change 

associated with the strengthening of the public welfare, health, level of 

culture and education in a given society.  

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization has established itself as a 

credible and influential participant in the emerging regional and global 

system of international relations. Organization consists of six member 

states, five observer states and three dialogue partners. Fundamental 

purpose of the SCO is maintenance of peace, security and stability, 

creating favorable conditions for strengthening the friendship and mutual 

understanding between the peoples of our countries, development of 

cooperation in political, trade, economic, and humanitarian fields.  

One of the conditions for the achievement of program goals and 

objectives of the SCO, including the provision of social development, is 

further expansion and deepening of economic cooperation, the relevance 

of which is steadily increasing in view of the current global economic 

situation. That is why the SCO has given priority to strengthening trade, 

economic and investment cooperation.  

SCO member states laid a solid legal basis to achieve real results in the 

above areas, signed a number of major documents on cooperation in the 

sphere of economy and investment. So, within the organization 



 

 

"Guidelines for SCO Strategy and Development in the medium term", 

"Program of Multilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation" and relevant 

Action Plan for its Implementation, "the List of Actions for Further 

Development of Project Activities within the SCO for 2012-2016 " have 

been approved.  

Successfully are functioning mechanisms of meetings of ministers 

responsible for foreign economic and trade activities, transportation, 

agriculture, finance, National Bank, etc. It should be noted that an 

important role in economic and investment areas is played by 

non-governmental structures of our Organization, i.e. SCO  Business 

Council and Interbank Consortium SCO, the purpose of which is to create 

favorable conditions for the establishment of business contacts in various 

fields of economic cooperation and the involvement of financial 

institutions to implement projects included in the program of multilateral 

trade and economic cooperation.  

Another important factor in social development is transport 

communications. For SCO, covering such a large area, priority remains 

the development of transport and communications, which is a basic 

condition for the successful regional collaboration.   

As an example of the practical measures taken by the SCO in the field of 

transport, one can take ongoing work on the development of an 



 

 

intergovernmental SCO Member States Agreement on Creation of 

Favorable Conditions for International Road Transport and its Annexes. 

This work is being done in collaboration with the UN Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. Signing this agreement will 

provide a legal basis of equal conditions for truckers, uniform framework 

for international transportation between member states of the 

Organization, as well as will offer good prospects for expanding trade and 

economic relations between the countries of the region.  

The aforementioned agreement will be a natural complement to the  

intergovernmental Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in 

Customs Matters signed in November 2007, in accordance with which the 

customs authorities take measures to simplify customs clearance, 

mutually simplify the procedure and conditions of the transit movement 

of goods and vehicles across SCO member states.  

Another notable example in the field of communication and transport can 

be ongoing work on the modernization of the transport infrastructure of 

SCO member states. Construction, reconstruction, and rehabilitation of 

sections of the international transport corridor "E-40" and the two 

sections of roads that pass through Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 

and China are continuing.  Preparation works for construction of 



 

 

international logistics centers along the route of the "E-40" in a number of 

SCO member states have started.  

The SCO member states are actively cooperating in the field of 

agriculture, which is one of the key sectors of the economies of SCO 

member states, on development of which depends not only on the level of 

food security of the countries, but also the socio - political stability of 

states. Signed on June 2010 the Agreement between the SCO Member 

States’ Governments on Cooperation in the Field of Agriculture is the 

basic foundation for cooperation in this field. Currently, Action Plan for 

2013-2014 on the implementation of this agreement is being realized, 

which envisages holding of scientific and practical arrangements for the 

exchange of experiences in the field of agricultural, trainings for technical 

and managerial personnel, organization of agricultural exhibitions  and 

fairs.  

As noted above, by definition one of the most important issues of social 

development is health. SCO states have established cooperation in the 

health sector, regulating basis of which is the Agreement between the 

Governments of the SCO Member States on Cooperation in the Field of 

Health signed in June 2011. Actions have been taken for establishment of 

cooperation on countering threats and emerging infectious diseases and 

mitigation of impact of their dissemination, enhancement of information 



 

 

exchange and intensification of joint researches in the area of infectious 

diseases, including joint programs, as well as strengthening cooperation 

of medical services in the aftermath of emergency situations.  

 Dear participants,  

Now, perhaps, I can in brief address the second part of our subject, i.e. 

"International Security", on which yesterday and today have been said a 

lot.  

Challenges and threats of the modern world continue to increase of even 

escalate, demanding from international community more decisive 

collective actions. And to achieve this on a global level is becoming ever 

more difficult. Effective approach of cooperation, at the moment, is seen 

at the regional level, i.e. ensuring regional security. Consequently, I 

would like to draw your attention to the issue of cooperation of SCO 

member states to ensure security.  

As noted yesterday in the speech of His Excellency, Vice President Li 

Yuanchao, since its establishment “the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization, has played an important role in combating terrorism, 

separatism and extremism, and in maintain peace and stability of the 

region and the world at large.”  

At the Beijing Summit last year, the issue of regional security was 

marked by the heads of the SCO member states and the organization's 



 

 

approach to this issue is reflected in the final document of the summit this 

way: "The Member States are of view that regional problems should be 

resolved through consultations between the states of region and 

international organizations. Specific forms and mechanisms of 

cooperation for ensuring security and stability in the region are 

determined by   states of the region."  

The SCO has already formed a solid legal framework to combat terrorism, 

separatism and extremism, drug trafficking, organized and cyber crime. 

Established and activated Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) in 

Tashkent. A system of regular meetings of the heads of relevant law 

enforcement agencies, expert meetings, joint operations, exchange of 

information, training is on place and functioning. The Regulations on 

Political and Diplomatic Measures to Respond to Situations that Threaten 

Peace and Security in the Region is adopted within the Organization.  

The situation in Afghanistan and the wave of instability in North Africa 

and the Middle East, put in front of the organization priority task of 

strengthening mechanisms for security cooperation. SCO member states 

are aimed at providing more mutual support in regard to safeguarding of 

sovereignty and territorial integrity, security, and stability.  

 Ladies and Gentlemen,  



 

 

SCO is an organization that covers almost all areas of cooperation for the 

implementation of the principles of "Shanghai Spirit", i.e. mutual trust, 

mutual benefit, equality, mutual consultations, respect for cultural 

diversity, aspiration for common development. Within the organization, 

works continue on strengthening and improving the effectiveness of 

structures responsible for security and stable socio-economic 

development of the SCO countries.  

Finally, let me wish all of you, your country and people peace, stability, 

and prosperity!  

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Выступление в Пекине 

2013 World Peace Forum 

28 июня 2013 г. 

 

International Coordination and International Security 

Address by Mr. Igor Ivanov (former Secretary of the 

Security Council of the Russian Federation) 

1. Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends and colleagues! 

It is my honor and pleasure to be one of the guests of the 

Second World Peace Forum hosted by the distinguished 

Tsinghua University. I had the privilege to participate in the 

First Forum here a year ago. And today I am pleased to 

observe a new tradition being set by the Tsinghua University: 

regular discussions of the most important regional and global 

security matters among prominent scholars, politicians and 

journalists coming to Beijing from all corners of the world.  

2. In my opinion, such discussions are of paramount 

importance to all of us in the East and in the West. Without 

talking to each other in a frank and honest way it is 

impossible to find answers to multiple security challenges 

that all of us confront. There can be no trust without 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Security_Council_of_the_Russian_Federation


 

 

communication, and the World Peace Forum gives all of us an 

excellent opportunity to get engaged in this communication. I 

would like to extend my profound gratitude to the leadership 

of the Tsinghua University, to all of our Chinese hosts and 

partners who invested a lot of time and energy to make this 

event possible. I am sure that each of the participants to the 

Forum will find our discussions intellectually rewarding and 

stimulating. 

3. The topic of my presentation today is “International 

Coordination and International Security”. In other words, 

what kind of coordination between various actors of global 

politics we need to provide for a stable and secure 

international system. This is a very broad subject, which is 

impossibly to cover in a couple of minutes. However, I will try 

to submit for your consideration my own understanding of 

what “international security” and “international cooperation” 

mean in the XXI century. Let me begin with “international 

security”. 

4. During the Cold war, when I started my career as 

diplomat, the notion of ‘international security’ looked clear 

and unambiguous.  The global politics was shaped by the 

confrontation of the two superpowers, and all serious 



 

 

security threats would inevitably involve these superpowers. 

In essence, any local conflict always had a global dimension. 

That was the main risk of a bi-polar world: every political 

crisis, even in the farthest corners of the globe, always posed 

a potential risk of a world war. But such a situation was also 

the prime pillar of international stability: no-one wanted to 

risk an uncontrolled escalation by provoking one local conflict 

after another. In most cases the principle of mutual 

deterrence worked not only on the global level but also on 

the regional one because the stakes were simply too high. 

There were exceptions, - like wars in Vietnam or Afghanistan, 

- but, as a rule, local crises were contained by the fear of a 

collective global nuclear suicide.  

5. But the times of the bipolar world are over. The 

mankind is moving towards globalization; international 

relations become more complex and volatile; the old 

hierarchy of the superpowers no longer exists. Some would 

say that we will see a new bi-polar system with China taking 

the place of the former Soviet Union. But in my opinion, the 

rise of China will not restore the bi-polar world of the XX 

century – the contemporary US – Chinese relations are very 

different from the Soviet – American confrontation of the 



 

 

Cold war period and there are too many international actors 

that neither United States, nor China can control.   

6. On the other hand, security threats are becoming 

ever more diverse. Quite often these threats are generated 

not by problems or contradictions between states, but rather 

by problems and conflicts within states. One of the most 

recent examples – the ongoing civil war in Syria: certain 

external forces are trying to take advantage of this national 

tragedy, but the roots of this tragedy are still to be found 

inside, not outside of the country. On many occasions security 

threats remain anonymous – nobody claims responsibility for 

a terrorist act of a cyber attack on a country or a private 

company. 

7. Most experts on international security believe that 

these negative trends will continue: we are likely to face a 

growing variety of threats and challenges coming from 

multiple sources, sometimes – quite unexpectedly, defying 

conventional wisdom and our perceptions of rationality. It 

means, that the logic of deterrence that served us relatively 

well in the second half of the XX century, will not necessarily 

work in years to come. You can deter a hostile, but a rational 



 

 

minded superpower, but you cannot deter a terrorist, who is 

ready to sacrifice his own life to make his case.   

8. Can we protect ourselves from these new types of 

security threats acting separately from each other? After the 

end of the Cold war the United States selected the path of 

unilateralism. The results were detrimental for the 

international security, for the US positions in the world and, 

in the end of the day, - for the American security. Even today 

all of us – including the Obama Administration – continue to 

pay the toll for the consequences and side effects of the 

arrogant and short sighted US unilateralism of the previous 

period.  

9. It turns out that there is no alternative to 

“international coordination”, if we are really determined to 

make our lives more secure and safe in the long run. However, 

a lot depends on how we define “international coordination”, 

what mechanisms and procedures we have in mind. Is it 

enough to coordinate your missile defense plans with a 

number of select allies? Is it sufficient to coordinate tactical 

matters of logistics in Afghanistan with your partners without 

discussing strategic questions about the future of this country 

after the withdrawal of the international coalition troops? 



 

 

How inclusive or exclusive the international coordination 

should be? How formal or informal we need to be in order to 

make our coordination efficient? 

10. My experience as a statesman and a diplomat 

suggests that we need a whole structure of international 

coordination that would give us adequate instruments to 

cope with security challenges of different types. The 

challenges are complex and multifaceted and our responses 

to the challenges have to be complex and multifaceted as well. 

The very top of the structure belongs to the United Nations, 

which remains the most inclusive, the most legitimate and the 

most experienced international organization dealing with 

problems of international security. It is easy to criticize UN – 

for complicated decision making procedures, for excessive 

and expensive bureaucracies, for inability to resolve many 

burning international problems. UN is not perfect, we all 

know that. But it only means that we should all work harder 

to make the United Nations more efficient, more flexible, and 

more adequate to meet the security challenges of the XXI 

century. 

11. Where should we start this work? There are many 

ideas about how to reform the UN Charter, how to bring new 



 

 

members to the Security Council and so on. I tend to believe 

that this is not enough to approach the problem. To make the 

United Nations more efficient and more productive we need, 

above all, change our attitudes to this institution. 

Unfortunately, the UN is often used for promoting short 

sighted interests of particular states or group of states. Or as 

a storage place, where you can deposit most complicated and 

hard to manage problems. Or as a PR outlet to make a nice 

speech and to score points within your domestic constituency. 

In my view, we can change UN only if its members – and, 

above all, great powers - will put their particularistic interests 

aside and commit themselves to working together in order to 

resolve pending security problems.      

12. Naturally, UN cannot do it alone. An interconnected 

network of regional security institutions should shoulder the 

United Nations in building a new security regime. However, 

these regional institutions should seek to assist UN, not to 

replace it. When they start acting without a UN Security 

Council mandate (like it was the case with the NATO military 

action in former Yugoslavia) or interpret the UN mandate in a 

arbitrary self-serving way (the case of the operation in Libya), 

they undermine their own legitimacy and can, in the end of 



 

 

the day, generate new problems rather than produce lasting 

solutions to international crises.  

13. The same approach, in my view, should be applied 

to ad hoc coalitions, which get together in order to address a 

specific security problem or a particular crisis situation. Their 

evident advantage is that an ad hoc coalition can be 

assembled very fast and each participating party can freely 

decide on the scale and on the format of its involvement in 

such a coalition. Established security alliances, as a rule, 

require quite complicated and time consuming procedures 

before their respective member states can decide on any 

consorted action. But ad hoc coalitions, like regional security 

institutions cannot and should not try to replace the United 

Nations in terms of the decision making. Without a clear and 

unambiguous UN Security Council mandate, ad hoc coalitions’ 

actions, no matter how benign and benevolent they might 

look, turn out to be detrimental to long term interests of 

international security. 

14. Finally, we should not underestimate the role of 

bilateral agreements between major powers in promoting 

regional and global security. If bilateral relations (e.g. US – 

Russian relations or Chinese – Japanese relations) experience 



 

 

problems, the whole system of international security feels the 

negative impact; tensions and risks tend to affect other 

international actors. However, if these bilateral relations are 

constructive, stable and predictable, their positive impact on 

the overall system of international security is also quite 

significant. In the modern interdependent world security is 

indivisible: nobody could benefit strategically from a new 

confrontation between great powers. 

15. To sum up, the emerging system of international 

security can be compared to a pyramid with the United 

Nations and its Security Council at the very top of it. The 

second layer of the pyramid embraces major regional security 

organizations and integrationist institutions. At the third layer 

we have ad hoc coalitions and flexible international regimes 

to handle specific dimensions of international security .Finally, 

the bottom of the pyramid consists of multiple interlocking 

bilateral agreements, treaties and other arrangements 

between states. All layers are interconnected, and each of 

them is plays its own specific role without trying to replace or 

to undermine all others.  

16. This structure may look complicated and hard to 

manage. In my opinion, it can be successful only if there are 



 

 

fair, clear and universally accepted rules of the game to serve 

it. In other words, the role of international law is critical. Like 

in case with the United Nations, there are many critics of the 

contemporary system of international public law. And the 

criticism is in many cases absolutely justified. However, the 

imperfections of international law should not be an excuse to 

ignore it or to interpret it in a self serving and biased way. I 

am convinced that only working together we can modernize 

international law and develop it further, so that would fully 

reflect the new realities and new challenges of the XXI 

century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remarks by H.E. Desiré D. Bouterse, President of the Republic of Suriname
at the World Peace Forum -- 27 June 2013, Beijing, China

Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure to be here, and a great honor indeed to address this global forum and share with you the views of Suriname, a South American country, on the most 
important issue of international peace and security in our rapidly changing world. 
I applaud our host, Tsinghua University in the great nation of the People’s Republic of China, with the organization of this Second World Peace Forum, where China clearly 
demonstrates its commitment and determination to promote a constructive dialogue and enhance collaboration on all levels, based on mutual trust and respect, social inclusion 
and a collective responsibility for global challenges. 

Mr. Chairman,
Twenty years after the end of the Cold War, the peace and security that was to ensue, has not materialized for hundreds of millions of people in many countries and regions in 
the world. 
Granted, when we look at the past seventy years, we can acknowledge that mankind has made certain progress as far as world wars are concerned. We have 
often used multi-lateral instruments, and regional- and other peace oriented institutions to prevent global wars. 
The incidence of dialogue and diplomacy, instead of the immediate need to use force, has increased and should no longer be conceived as a sign of weakness, 
but as a sign of wisdom.
The globalization of the world economy and the unprecedented use of information and communication technology, have also contributed to the kind of 
interdependence that has decreased the use of force as a means of solving international conflicts. 
However, we also have to acknowledge that new threats to international peace and security have presented themselves. Alongside traditional violent conflicts, 
new elements of growing international insecurities have emerged and threaten the living conditions of many. 
We must acknowledge the fact that the number of emerging economies, able to create a better life for their respective citizens, is increasing. However, the 
expansion of economies in Asia, Eastern Europe, South America and the Pacific carries along, the faster growing needs of its populations, and higher ambitions 
and spending of their middle class.
Although this is a very positive development, it has brought with it a scarcity of essential commodities.
Growing populations, and in particular larger middle classes, imply a greater need for fossil fuel. The need for food both in quality and variety grows at a 
tremendous pace. The need for potable water bears heavily on the availability of water resources. The increasing need for minerals used in modern 
technological gadgets, has indeed become a source of conflict and strife.
This is only exacerbated by the environmental impact of economic activity – for example the massive pollution of rivers and groundwater.
Considering also peoples in the so-called developed world, and noting in particular an insufficient availability of elementary goods and services for ever-growing 
sections of those societies, we are confronted with a complete new challenge. 
We may, then, say that fulfilling the growing demands for goods and services of the middle class, combined with the manifested needs of the poorest sectors in 
society, constitute a potential threat to international peace and security.
We find that international security is further affected by new phenomena in our international relations.

Terrorism is one of the most controversial issues of modern time, which is affecting everyday life in a very substantial manner. The trends of cultural and ethnic 
conflicts, resulting from religious believe, have become a growing threat to international peace and security and as financial crisis and scarcity severely  
affected developed countries, there is a tendency towards ethnic animosity and conflict, that presents a serious danger to the necessary peaceful co-existence 
of cultural and ethnic groups.
 Inadequate functioning of various international institutions, often resulting in the endorsement of violent intervention and interference in the domestic affairs of 
states, is counterproductive and has become a threat to the maintenance of international peace and security. 

These are some of the factors that have manifested themselves as new challenges. 

Mr. Chairman,
We have developed some new ideas on a way forward.
First of all, we believe that it is important that ever more people on our planet become aware of the fact that, as a matter of birthright, we should all share what 
this planet has to offer. This basic concept will help us understand and respect the environment in which we survive as human beings.
The concept of sharing entails the constant need for dialogue and understanding between and within nations. It is a tremendous challenge, which will require 
more developed countries to realize that cooperation is needed in creating necessary framework for equality of power and decision-making. The same applies 
to the transfer of science and technology to lesser developed nations, bringing about financial security to all. 
Increasing awareness, starting with our youth through the educational system, and broadening our campaign to all sectors in society, would surely become a 
very useful instrument in promoting the concept of sharing.

Mr. Chairman,
This concept brings me to the very essence of the point I want to make today. We believe that it is vital that we respect three basic principles in our efforts to 
achieve security and sustainable development.
Firstly, it can only be achieved if we accept the principle of equality of all human beings on this planet. Hence, an integrated approach is needed towards 
achieving a more balanced, and symmetric relationship of power and wealth between world communities. 
Secondly, we must accept the principle of interdependence of societies at the regional and international level. 
Thirdly, we must also accept the principle of inclusion, meaning that all nations, large and small alike, are able to develop, whilst promoting peace through 
dialogue and cooperation, avoiding division of any kind or origin, preventing conflict and civil wars, enabling all the opportunity to contribute to a peaceful world.

Mr. Chairman,
The challenge we are facing when considering the issue of peace and security could be found in answering the question: how do we reach equality of 
opportunity without creating rivalry among sections of our society?
Let me now take advantage of this opportunity to bring to your attention the experience of my country. 
Suriname, as you should know, is a direct result of colonial politics that started back in the 17th century. After violently removing the indigenous people from the 
coastal areas to the interior rainforest, because they refused to be enslaved, Africans were brought against their will to work as slaves on the colonial 
plantations.
A substantive number of these victimized human beings fled to the interior of Suriname where they survived in five tribes. 
The abolition of slavery in 1863, one hundred and fifty years ago, and the unwillingness of the plantation owners to employ the former slaves as workers with a 
salary, made way for the introduction of indentured laborers. These workers originated from the South of India and from the Indonesian Island of Java, became 
a source of cheap labor for the colonizer. 

Mr. Chairman,
The descendants of these ethnic groups now form the majority of the socio political reality of Suriname. In 1845, a number of Dutch farmers became part of the 
Surinamese population. Starting from 1853, Chinese citizens, originally from Macao, Protégées of the Island of Madeira, became also part of the Surinamese 
society. Lebanese started immigrating as traders at the turn of the last century. More recently, the gold fever brought numerous Brazilians to our shores, while 
Guyanese and Haitians have become a valuable addition, mainly to our agricultural labor force. 

Mr. Chairman,
I mention this not so much as an interesting demographic and socio-cultural fact. I mention this variety of ethnic entities in Suriname, originating from the 
America’s, Africa, Asia, Middle East, Europe and from the Caribbean, as a phenomenon that emphasizes the fact that multi - ethnic cultures, can co- exist in 
peace, even in a very small society.
I do not mean to suggest that we have never known conflicts of an ethnic nature. Suriname has known some incidents of violence in the far past; all originated 
from outside our borders. 
What we are trying to say is that in Suriname we have learned to cherish dialogue, mutual respect and tolerance as a basis for our very survival. 
Suriname has learned its lessons, and the present political leadership is thoroughly convinced that the dynamics of the Surinamese society will never again be 



determined by outside influences, but solely by its own interests. 
Suriname will do so in friendship and cooperation with other nations and international organizations, on the basis of recognition of our sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and on the basis of mutual respect and mutual benefit.
Mr. Chairman,
Let me summarize the lessons Suriname has learned dealing with ethnic controversies.
Firstly, we have managed to ensure that all ethnic groups and individuals have the opportunity to express political decision-making, both at the local and 
national level.
Secondly, we practice what we preach. We have enshrined in our Constitution that all Surinamese have equal rights, and that discrimination of any kind is 
prohibited.
When one drives through our capital Paramaribo, or elsewhere in the country, this constitutional concept becomes manifest in the peaceful co-existence of 
Hindu Temples, Muslim Mosques, Roman Catholic Churches, and churches of other Christian denominations and places of worship with African roots.
Paramaribo has become famous for the location of a Jewish Synagogue next to a Muslim Mosque, peacefully existing next to one another.

Thirdly, Suriname, although a secular state, has an Inter Religious Council as a forum where Muslims, Christians en Hindus join hands to discuss relevant 
matters of a social, economic and political nature and bring forward their thoughts to the attention of the government and the nation.

Fourthly, the Surinamese Government promotes programs of unity and integration, because we do believe in a bouquet of flowers, enhancing the beauty of 
our variety.
Last but not least, we want to emphasize that at a political level we do promote the emergence of multi-ethnic parties, in order to join hands in developing the 
country for all and to avoid animosity and distrust amongst our ethnic communities.

Mr. Chairman,
In closing, I want to repeat the basic principles I have mentioned above, with the emphasis on accepting the intrinsic value, that all human beings are equal, 
notwithstanding their race, ethnic orientation, religion, gender, social class, education, language or group size.
We do believe that the acceptance of interdependence at all levels of society and at the level of regional and international relations, is vital for achieving the 
objective of diminishing sources of conflict and of promoting dialogue and cooperation.
The changing constellation within the G-20, the increasing impact of BRICS countries and other alliances, such as the ACP, AU, UNASUR, CELAC, ALBA, 
ASEAN etc, all contribute to redefine the nature, positions and functioning of vested institutions like the United Nations, the World Bank, the IMF, WTO and 
NATO. All these institutions should be focused on creating and supporting a new peace and security paradigm. 
Finally, we firmly believe that accepting and applying the principles of equality and interdependence in international relations, will contribute to the global search 
to realize security for every world citizen and development of all nations. 
 
I thank you.



 

 

第二届世界和平论坛成果 

1、 国内外媒体对论坛的报导量激增。根据不完全统计，今年

有 54 家外国媒体发表了 67 篇报导，报导的媒体单位增加了

1.5 倍，而发表的文章增长了 3.2 倍。如果加上港台地区的媒

体，则总计有 61 家境外媒体发表了 75 篇文章；分别增长了 2

倍和 3.6 倍。语种由去年的中英两种文字增加至今年的 8 种文

字，中、英、日、韩、俄、阿拉伯、荷兰和西班牙文。较为

突出是，微博曝光量从去年的 513 次增加到 2,857,404 次，增

长了 5,570 倍。更为重要的是，到目前为止，我们没有发现对

论坛进行负面报导的现象。英国路透社、泰国《AEC 新闻》、

印度《教徒报》等称论坛为“清华世界和平论坛”或“清华论坛”。 

2、 参会嘉宾对论坛的重视程度增强。去年会议只收到 3 份外

宾发言稿，今年收到政要和前政要发言稿 6 份，小组发言稿

16 份。阿齐兹提出希望成立顾问委员会，这些人每年都可参

会而且不收费。卡内基和平研究所主席马修斯来信祝贺论坛

成功，并说“论坛已经获得了独特地位”。孟加拉国前外长乔杜

里已经来信祝贺大会成功，并说“世界和平论坛”可能会成为

另一个香格里拉对话会，甚至成为一个安全达沃斯。”阿联酋

大使来信祝贺。傅莹同志告之，基辛格表示希望明年邀请他

参加论坛。 

3、 论坛体现出高级别人士交流的实际作用。有媒体认为，论



 

 

坛成为中国政府宣示对外政策的平台。很多主持讨论的大使

们利用主持者权利首先阐述其本国政策。很多小组讨论异常

激烈。发言者与听众的互动增强，很多小组讨论不能按时结

束，延时现象很多。听众参与程度增强，听众爆满，很多人

站着听会。27 日上下午的六组讨论三组爆满，28 日上午的七

组讨论中有三组爆满，28 下午最后一节的五个小组讨论中仍

有两组爆满。 

4、 论坛体现了全球性，保持发达国家与发展中国家安全利益

的平衡受到关注。美国前驻华大使芮效俭说：“发展中国家的

与会嘉宾多，美国参与代表数量太少。”美国前总统安全事务

助理布热津斯基说：“开幕式来的外国总统是小国总统，这不

适合国际安全论坛。”澳大利亚前外长埃文思说：“国际安全是

发达国家的事，应增加发达国家智库人员。”秘鲁驻华大使古

铁雷斯和智利驻华大使施密特说：“设立非洲和中东分论坛很

好，希望明年设立一个拉美地区的小组讨论，因为拉美的安

全利益与非洲和中东不同”。 
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