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ABSTRACTS

(1) Minben and Civil Rights: Higtorical Foundation of Discourse on Rights in China
XiaYong - 4 -

The author identifies and eaborates the conmponents of rights and their evolution in China’ s traditional
ooncept of minben (“ people asthe bass’) intermsof Corfucianiam and nodern rights theory. Drawing from
and re-interpreting the Pre-Qin tradition, he attenpts a trandormetion : from one that consdered people as
badc for their rulers to one that seekswhat isfundamental to people themsdves ; from one that was centered on
others to one that centers on if ; from one that took the people as a means to one that takes them as an end.
The notionsof minben and mirfa (people’ s, or civil rights) in modern China are clarified, and politica
romanticism and cultural skepticiam andyzed. By condructing a noumeron of minben with the concept of
rights, support isdffered to value theories and the political practice of civil rights in contenporary China. The
author offers a new theory of minben which is coherent with the notion of humanity.

(2) Some New Insights into Legal Transplantation : From* Higory” to* Present”  Liu Xing - 24 -

The higoricig approach in work on legd tranglantation is fundamentaly inadequate. It is essentia to
underdand that legal tranglantation is a form of lav-making in a broad snse. Only with such an
underganding can we properly tranglant lavs with a clear view albout the process. This being the case , work
o building an immediate ©cia consensus” on the bass of the inevitable relationship between lav and
politics is an inportant new olution to these issues.

(3) Chinese Decision-Making in Three Military Actions across the Taiwan Sraits NiuJun - 37 -

The three military actions across the Tawan Sraits by the ALA in the 1950s and the 1960s were, by
nature , Ypecia means enployed in ecid dagesd the Chinese government’ s unwavering pursuit of national
reunification. Fom awider pergective, al three were reactionsof the LA to America’ s China policy a each
dages: dl of them occurred when the Sro-US relations deteriorated or saggered. Degite varying purposes
and outcomes, decidorrmaking in each cae shared me comrmon ground: diverdty and limitedness of
objectives, and randomness in policy adjugment , among others. These led to quite complex decison-making
processes.

(4) A Pen Discussion on the® Rise of Powersand China’ s Choices’ Yan Xuetong et al. - 51 -
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Debate on China’ s* peaceful rise” will sgnificantly shepe its future foreign policy. To pronote this, a
symposum was held jointly by Social Sciences in China and International Social Science Journal in May 2004.
Present at the synposum were leading researchers of the field from univerdties and research inditutes
including Beijing Univerdty , Tdnghua Univerdty , China Foreign Affairs Univerdty , Univerdty of Internetional
Reations, Eag China Univerdty of Science and Techmology , Chinese Acadeny of Military Stiences, Chinese
Acadeny of Sciad Sience, China Inditute of Contermporary International Relations, and China Youth and
Children Research Center. The following papers are based on the sympos um presentations.

(5) Kantian Enlightenment and Critical Philosophy Ye Xiushan - 64 -

Discusding the relaionship between Kant’ s notion of Enlightenment and his criticd philosophy and
andyssd the meaningsof* maturity” of reason , we argue that , reaon means, on the one hand , knowing the
world through one’ s own reaoon without help from* others,” and on the other , a diginction of“ power” at
different levels and enphads on the limitlessness of reaon a the public level. Being © ,“ meture” and
“ enlightening” reason becomes a* redity” rather than being oldy* abdract.” The notion of limit” makes
rational philosophy & cognitive” sydem rather than an abdract form. This may help us to better undergand
the philosophical sgnificance of Kant’ sideadf the’ limitsof empirica knowledge” in his criticd philosophy.

(6) Kantian Philosophy asan Open Sysem : Re-interpretation of“ Thing-in- Itsdf”
Qian Guanghua - 74 -

The" thingirritself” isan underlying concept in Kantian philooophy. It is nore an ontological concept of
practical rean than an epigenlogica concept of theoretical reaon. The inherent tenson between the two is
found throughout the entire system of Kantian philosophy. Kant combined knowability and agnogiciam, and
rean and non-reaodn (super-reason) in his philoophy. It is this tenson that mekes his sysem work , with
the' thingirritsdf” as its axis. The* thing-initsdf” was desgned to provide a critique of transcendental
reaiam, a return to the real experience world, and a path to the ided from the experience world. All these
have to be achieved in practice. By joining knrowliedge and humanigic values, with the former trandorming to
and generating the latter , Kant st the direction for Wegern rational thought , serving as a dgnpog for human

practice and a humanidic life world.

(7) Autonomy and Sdf-Awareness of Chinese Philosophy : Rewriting the Higory o Chinese
Phil osophy Zhang Rulun - 84 -

Rewriting the higory of Chinese philosophy mug gart from the broad meaning of philosophy as well as
China’ s philosophicad ecifics. Arenas unique to Chinese philosophy mug be actively identified , and their
relevance to their time explained. A badc characteri gic —practicdity —needs to be ecidly enphaszed , asit
has nmore explanatory power and helps interpret the tradition nore redigically than the philooophy of mind.
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