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The Basic Characteristics of Sino-Jgpanese

Relations in 2007
Jin Xide

Since October of 2006, Sino-Jgpanese
relations have emerged fram the lowest point of
“politically cold” into a third phase since the
reestablidment of their diplomatic relations,
which

is basically characterized by *“ co-
existence of cooperation and competition”.
The progect of Sino-Jgpanese relations in the
near future depends largely on howv the wo

strategic  trends would develop,

whether or not the wo countrieswould march

namely

towards “mutual strategic benefits’ and Japan
would adopt a strategy of “ staking on o
sides’ towards China On the whole, Sino-
Jgpanese relations would continue o “wam
up” in the context of the current international
enviorment in 2007. (P1)

The Ewlution of Political Thought in Jgpan and

Its mpact on Sino-Jgpanexe Relations
L iu Jiangyong

The profound change of political thought in
Jgpan is the key factor that affects the Sino-
Jgpanese political relations at the beginning of
the 21st century Since the end of the Cold
War, the politically righivard tendency in
Jgpan, ooupled with the strong
nationalisn, has set back Jgpan'spolicy toward
China During Koizumi's reign, the decision-
making mechanisn in Jagpan had been
excessively tempered by the Prme M inister
him <lf,

ri;e of

thus intensifying the coontradiction
betveen China and Jgpan, aswell as alaming
the Jgpanese sciety in general and insightful
figures in particular Abe Shinzo entered the

political arena in such a oontext, not only

affected by the trend of political thought, but
alo witnessing the damage done t Jgpan's
internal politics and foreign policies by this very
trend After his election o become the Prime
M inister, Abe has o think of getting rid of the
aftermath of Koizumi's foreign policy and
improve Jgpan's relationswith China Once the
righivard tendency is smewhat
checked, the Sino-Japanese political relations
are likely o mprove In tum, the mproved
Sino-Jgpanese political relations would further

politically

check Japan's politically rightvard tendency.
However, if such a tendency rears its ugly head
once again, the Sino-Jganes political

relationswould inevitably suffer setbacks (P6)



