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processesin the international system and relational complexity in international society. Informed
by social constructivism, this paper aimsto make up for this missng link and develop a theoreti-
cal model of processual constructivism by incorporating two key Chineseideas: process and rela
tions. “Process," defined as relations in motion, can stand on its own, hasits own dynamics,
and plays a crucial roleininternational relations. The core of process, by definition, consstsin
relations. If “rationality” has been a key concept for Western society , with its bassinindividual-
ity , then its counterpart in Chinese society should be “relationality.” Conceptualizing relationali-
ty and treating it as the core assumption, processual constructivism holds that relational networ-
king ininternational society helps nation states establish their identities and producesinternation-
al power. Processual constructivism is an evolutionary theory at the system level ; it focuses on
interactive practices among states, and emphasizes the independent ontology of social processes
which play an important role in constructing international norms and state identities.

(5) Pre-Qin Thinking on the Pdlitics of Inter-State Relationsand Its Implications
Yan Xuetong - 87 -

In terms of level of analyss, pre-Qin thinking on the politics of inter-state relations involves
three categories: system, state andindividual. Intermsof philosophical preference, thisthinking
can be categorized as either materialism or idealism. Pre-Qin works explore the causes of war
from the perspective of human nature, ideology, or institutions and norms, and then propose
ways of ensuring peace and maintai ning order among states by uniting them , establishing institu-
tions and normsor introducing new concepts. Many of them expound the necessty of making mo-
rality thefoundation of leadership among states, but some al 0 highlight the role of material pow-
er and institution building. Regardless of their divergence, all believe that political power consti-
tutes the bas s of comprehensive state power and attach much importance to political |eadership , a
point on which they differ sgnificantly from modern conceptions. These ideas may stimulate the
development of contemporary international relations theory, implying as they do that the influ-
ence of a theory is based on the scope of its application; that moral leadership is necessary in
meeting non-traditional threats; that international authority has morality as its foundation; and
that the construction of international conceptsisatop-down processinitiated by great powers and
then accepted by weaker countries.

(6) Urban Consumer Demand in China: An Empirical Analysis Using the Dynamic Semiparametric
Panel Data Model Lou Feng and Li Xuesong - 109 -

Based on Chinese provincial datafrom 1991 to 2005 and a dynamic semiparametric panel data
model informed by Horowitz and Henderson s semiparametric panel data estimation and Hubler's
nonparametric GMM estimation, this paper describes the changing effect on consumption of in-
come disparities among Chinese urban dwellers. The results show that there is a substantial
“ratchet effect" in the consumption of urban residents, that income disparity has a clear negative
influence on consumption, and that in broad terms the tragjectory of thisinfluence shows a double
peak curve.

(7) Social Control of Residential Lease Contracts Xu Defeng - 125 -

Many countries impose a certain social control on resdential lease contracts. There are two
major modelsfor such control : the stricter one of rent control and the more liberal one of restric-
206 -



