
            
 

 

Griffith-Tsinghua Conference 

Chinese Scholars Debate International Relations 
 

Sponsored by the MacArthur Foundation 

Dec. 11-12, 2016, Wenjin Hotel, Beijing 

 

December 11 (SUN) 

8:00-8:30 Registration (Xiantianshou, 4F) 

8.40-9:00 Welcome Remarks 

Chair Feng, Huiyun (Chief-investigator, Griffith University) 

 Yan, Xuetong (Dean, Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua University) 

 He, Kai (Chief-investigator, Griffith University) 

9:00-10:00 Panel 1: Why Do Chinese IR Scholars Matter? 

Chair Sun, Xuefeng (Tsinghua University) 

Panelists Feng, Huiyun and He, Kai (Griffith University): “Why Chinese IR Scholars Matter” 

 
Xu, Jin (CASS): “Idea Matters: Debates in IR Academia and Foreign Policy Adjustments 

in China” 

Discussant Li, Mingjiang (RSIS, NTU) 

 Q&A 

10:00-10:30 Tea Break 

10:30-12:00 Panel 2: Chinese Debate the Nature of the International System 

Chair Feng, Huiyun (Chief-investigator, Griffith University) 

Panelists Qi, Haixia (Tsinghua): “From Comprehensive National Power to Soft Power: China’s 

Perception of Power” 

 Pu, Xiaoyu (Navada, Reno): “Chinese Scholars Debate “International Positioning.” 

 Li, Mingjiang (RSIS, NTU): “Chinese Debate Soft Power” 

Discussant Stephen Walker (Arizona State University) 

 Q&A 

12:00-1:00 Break 

1:00-2:30 Panel 3: Chinese Debate Key Concepts in IR 

Chair Chen, Qi (Tsinghua) 

Panelists Song, Guoyou (Fudan): “Debate: China's Economic Diplomacy” 

 
Liu, Feng (Nankai) and Liu, Ruonan (UIBE): “To Ally or Not to Ally? Debating China’s Non-

Alliance Strategy in 21st Century” 

 Yin, Jiwu (BFSU): “Debating China’s Use of Force: A Chinese Perspective” 

Discussant Amitav Acharya (American University/Tsinghua) 

 Q&A 

2:30-3:00 Tea Break 

3:00-5:30 Roundtable 

 “Bridging the Gap between Academia and Policy Community: how can we do it?” 



            
 

 

Chair He, Kai (Griffith) 

Panelists Yan, Xuetong (Tsinghua); Amitav Acharya (American University); Martin Jacques 

(Cambridge/Tsinghua), Haig Patapan (Griffith), Stephen Walker (ASU) 

  

December 12 (MON) 

9:00-10:00 Panel 4: Chinese Debate Foreign Relations (I) (Xiantianshou, 4F) 

Chair Chen, Hanxi (Guangdong University of Foreign Studies) 

Panelists Sun, Xuefeng (Tinghua): “Chinese Debate East Asian Policy” 

 
Wang, Dong and Sun, Bingyan (PKU): “Chinese Debate Foreign Policy toward the United 

States” 

 Qi, Hao (CASS): “China Debates the ‘New Type of Great Power Relations’” 

Discussant Martin Jacques (Cambridge/Tsinghua) 

 Q&A 

10:00-10:30 Tea Break 

10:30-12:00 Panel 5: Chinese Debate Foreign Relations (II) 

Chair Martin Jacques (Cambridge/Tsinghua) 

Panelists Zuo, Xiying (Renmin): “From Shelving Differences to Hedging: Understanding China’s 

Debate on Maritime Dispute” 

 
Wang, Cuiwen (Nankai): Chinese Debate Foreign Relations with Latin America (or 

developing countries) 

 Zhu, Jiejin (Fudan): Chinese Debate “ Global Governance” 

Discussant Sun, Xuefeng (Tsinghua University) 

 Q&A 

12:00-1:00 Break 

1:00-2:30 Panel 6: Chinese Debate “Hot Topics” 

Chair Xu, Jin (CASS) 

Panelists Mao, Weizhun (Nanjing): “From Preventing to Projecting: China's Debates on 

International Responsibility” 

 Lin, Minwang (Fudan): “Chinese Debate foreign relations with India” 

 Chen, Qi and Liu, Lanyu (Tsinghua): “Chinese Debate ‘National Interest’” 

Discussant Liu, Feng (Nankai) 

 Q&A 

2:30-3:00 Tea Break 

3:30-4:30 Closing Remarks and Discussions: Yan, Xuetong (Tsinghua); He, Kai (Griffith) 
 

  



            
 

 

Participants (in alphabetical order) 

ACHARYA, Amitav 

 

Boeing Company Chair in International Relations at the Schwarzman 

Scholars Program, Tsinghua University 

 

Dr. Acharya is also Distinguished Professor of International Relations and the 

UNESCO Chair in Transnational Challenges and Governance at the School of 

International Service, American University, Washington, DC. He was President 

of the International Studies Association (ISA) during 2014-15. 

CHEN, Hanxi 

 

Professor, Guangdong Institute for International Strategies, Guangdong 

University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS) 

 

Dr. Chen also serves as the director of the Centre for European Studies and 

Deputy Secretary General. He graduated from Tsinghua University in 2004 

with a Ph.D. in International Relations. Since then he has been teaching in the 

Department of International Politics at GDUFS. 

CHEN, Qi 

 

Deputy Dean, School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University 

Dr. Chen is also professor of Department of International Relations at 

Tsinghua University, and Resident Scholar at Carnegie-Tsinghua Center for 

Global Policy. He received his Ph.D. of International Relations from Tsinghua in 

2002, and was Visiting Scholar at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 

2001 and University of Illinois in 2005. 

FENG, Huiyun 

 

Senior Lecturer in the School of Government and International Relations at 

Griffith University 

Dr. Feng is also a former Jennings Randolph Peace Scholar at United States 

Institute of Peace. Her publications have appeared in the European Journal of 

International Relations, Security Studies, The Pacific Review, International 

Politics, Chinese Journal of International Politics, and Asian Perspective. She is 

the author of Chinese Strategic Culture and Foreign Policy Decision-Making: 

Confucianism, Leadership and War (Routledge, 2007) and the co-author of 

Prospect Theory and Foreign Policy Analysis in the Asia Pacific: Rational 

Leaders and Risky Behavior (Routledge, 2013). 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

HE, Kai 

 

Associate Professor of International Relations in Griffith Asia Institute and 

Centre for Governance and Public Policy at Griffith University 

Dr. He was also a postdoctoral fellow in the Princeton-Harvard China and the 

World Program (2009-2010). He is the author of Institutional Balancing in the 

Asia Pacific: Economic Interdependence and China's Rise (Routledge, 2009), the 

co-author of Prospect Theory and Foreign Policy Analysis in the Asia Pacific: 

Rational Leaders and Risky Behavior (Routledge, 2013), and the author of 

China’s Crisis Behavior: Political Survival and Foreign Policy (Cambridge, 

2016). 

JACQUES, Martin 

 

Senior Fellow at the Department of Politics and International Studies, 

Cambridge University, Visiting Professor at Tsinghua University 

Dr. Jacques is the author of the global best-seller When China Rules the World: 

the End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order. He is also a 

Visiting Professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Singapore, and 

a non-resident Fellow at the Transatlantic Academy, Washington DC. 

LI, Mingjiang 

 

Associate Professor, S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), 

Nanyang Technological University 

Dr. Li is the coordinator of the China Program at RSIS. His main research 

interests include China-ASEAN relations, Sino-US relations, and Asia-Pacific 

Security. He is the author (including editor and co-editor) of 12 books. His 

recent books include New Dynamics in US-China Relations: Contending for the 

Asia Pacific (lead editor, Routledge, 2014), etc. 

LIN, Minwang 

 

Associate Professor at Institute of International studies, Fudan University 

Dr. Lin graduated with a Ph.D. from China Foreign Affairs University in 2008. 

He worked as second secretary in China’s Embassy in India (New Delhi) from 

2013-2014. Currently, he is planning a book project on Sino-India relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

LIU, Feng 

 

Associate Professor and Vice Chair at the Department of International 

Relations, Nankai University 

Dr. Liu’s research focuses on international relations theory, international 

relations in East Asia and China’s foreign policy. He is the author of The Logic 

of Balancing: Systemic Pressure, Hegemonic Legitimacy, and Great Power 

Behaviour. 

LIU, Ruonan 

 

Assistant Professor at the Department of International Politics, University 

of International Business and Economics (UIBE) 

Dr. Liu has been a visiting scholar at the University of Groningen (2014) and 

the University of California, San Diego (2014-2015). Her research mainly deals 

with international relations of Southeast Asia, with a special focus on the 

security strategies of the Southeast Asian States and China-ASEAN relations. 

MAO, Weizhun 

 

Associate Professor in International Politics at the School of Government 

and Researcher at Centre for Asia-Pacific Development Studies, Nanjing 

University 

Dr. Mao holds the Doctor’s degree in Social Science (Dr. rer. soc) awarded by 

Universität Konstanz in 2015 and a PhD degree in International Relations from 

Renmin University of China in 2012. His research interests include 

International Institutions, International Responsibility, etc. 

PATAPAN, Haig 

 

Director of the Centre for Governance and Public Policy and Professor in the 

School of Government and International Relations, Griffith University 

Dr. Patapan is also a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. He 

has received a number of awards, including the Mosher Award by the American 

Society for Public Administration, the Mayer Prize by the Australian Political 

Studies Association, an Australian Prime Ministers Centre Fellowship, and 

most recently a Senior Fulbright Scholarship at the Center for Public 

Leadership, Harvard Kennedy School of Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

PU, Xiaoyu 

 

Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Nevada, Reno 

Dr. Pu was a postdoctoral research fellow in the Princeton-Harvard China and 

the World Program. He was also a Stanton Fellow at Fundação Getulio Vargas 

(FGV) in Brazil. He studied at Nankai University in China before pursuing 

advanced degrees in the US.  He received his Ph.D. from Ohio State University 

in 2012 

QI, Haixia 

 

Associate Professor, Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua 

University 

Dr. Qi was a postdoctoral fellow at Tsinghua University (2007-2009). Her 

research mainly focuses on China’s foreign policy, China’s ancient thought, 

Conflict resolution, and methodology. 

QI, Hao 

 

Research Fellow at the Institute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of 

Social Sciences (CASS) 

Dr. Qi also served as the deputy director of Asia-Pacific security center at the 

Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua University. He obtained his PhD 

in 2011 from the Department of International Relations, Tsinghua University. 

His study interests focus on American politics, American policy towards 

Southeast Asia and China's territorial disputes with its neighbors. 

SONG, Guoyou 

 

Professor and Deputy Director of the Center for American Studies, Fudan 

University 

Dr. Song also serves as executive director of Asia-Pacific Cooperation and 

Governance Research Center, a Shanghai University think tank, and director of 

Economic Diplomacy Studies Center of Fudan University. He received his Ph.D. 

in international relations in 2006 from Fudan. He is also advisory member of 

several ministries of Chinese government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

SUN, Xuefeng 

 

Executive Deputy Dean, Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua 

University 

Dr. Sun is also Chair of Department of International Relations, Executive Editor 

of the Chinese Journal of International Politics. He received his Ph.D. of 

International Relations from Tsinghua University in 2006, and was selected as 

2014-2015 Fulbright Scholar affiliated to Center for International Studies, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 

WALKER, Stephen 

 

Professor Emeritus in the School of Politics & Global Studies and Affiliated 

Faculty in the Center for the Future of War at Arizona State University 

Dr. Walker’s primary research interests are in the areas of foreign policy 

analysis, security studies, conflict resolution, and international relations 

theory. He has published over seventy papers, and authored or edited six 

books. He received the Distinguished Scholar Award from the Foreign Policy 

Section of the International Studies Association in 2003. 

WANG, Cuiwen Associate Professor in the Department of International Relations, Nankai 

University 

Dr. Wang also serves as the Vice General Secretary of China Association of 

Latin American Studies, as well as being Adjunct research fellow in the Center 

of Latin American Studies at Nankai University. She received her Ph.D. in 2002 

from Nankai University. 

WANG, Dong 

 

Associate Professor in the School of International Studies and Executive 

Deputy Director of the Institute for China-U.S. People to People Exchange 

at Peking University 

Dr. Wang also serves as Secretary General of the Academic Committee of the 

Pangoal Institution and Member of the Steering Committee of the “East Asia 

Security Forum”, Chinese Overseas Educated Scholars Association. Wang 

Dong received his bachelor in law from Peking University and M.A. and Ph.D. 

in political science from University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

XU, Jin 

 

Senior Research Fellow and Head of Department of International Political 

Theory, Institute of World Economics and Politics (IWEP), Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences (CASS) 

Dr. Xu obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Literature from Harbin Institute of 

Technology in 1994, Master (2000) and Ph.D. (2008) in International Relations 

from College of International Relations and Tsinghua University respectively. 

His main academic interests include international relations theory and 

international security. 

YAN, Xuetong 

 

Dean, Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua University 

Dr. Yan also serves as Secretary General of the World Peace Forum and the 

Editor-in-Chief of the Chinese Journal of International Politics. He is Vice 

Chairman of both China Association of International Relations Studies and 

China Association of American Studies, and a member of Consultation 

Committee of Ministry of Commerce of PRC. Prof. Yan received his Ph.D. of 

political science from University of California, Berkeley in 1992. 

YIN, Jiwu 

 

Professor of IR, School of International Relations and Diplomacy, Beijing 

Foreign Studies University 

Dr. Yin served as visiting scholar at Munich University, Columbia University and 

Oxford University. His research interests focus on IR theory, political 

psychology, international security and Chinese foreign policy. He is conducting 

a research project of Chinese strategic thinking, and will publish the next book 

Unilateral Consensus and China’s Strategic Choice (forthcoming, 2017). 

ZHU, Jiejin 

 

Associate Professor at the School of International Relations and Public 

Affairs and Senior Researcher at the Center for BRICS Studies, Fudan 

University 

Dr. Zhu’s research interest includes international organization and Global 

Governance, especially the BRICS, G20, Multilateral Development Banks and 

International Political Economy (IPE). Currently, he is doing 3 research projects 

sponsored by China National Social Science Foundation, China International 

Development Research Network and Chinese Ministry of Commerce 

(MOFCOM). 

 

 

 

 



            
 

 

ZUO, Xiying 

 

Associate Professor in School of International Studies, Renmin University 

of China (RUC) 

Dr. Zuo is also a fellow at National Academy of Development and Strategy of 

RUC. He his Ph.D. in International Politics from Fudan University in Shanghai. 

From August 2011 to August 2012, he was a visiting scholar in the Paul H. 

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), the Johns Hopkins 

University. 

 


