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Abstracts

The Shift of World Center and the Change of the International System
Yan Xuetong
Abstract: The power transition caused by China’s rise will not only
change the international configuration, but could also result in the world cen-
ter shifting from Europe to Asia. However, neither a change in the interna-
tional configuration nor the shift of the world center implies a change of the
type of the international system. The international system is composed of
three elements: international actors, international configuration and interna-
tional norms. It will be neither possible to distinguish international system
from its components nor clarify relations between components and system if
changes in one element are treated as change of types of international system.
The criteria for change of system should be changes in at least two of the
three components. China will be faced with increasing system pressure due to
its rise is the main cause of the change in international configuration. Thus
China has to adopt foreign strategy according to its international status as the
world’s second largest power, develop principle guiding competition for stra-
tegic partners and adjust policy for establishing new international norms.
Key Words: Power Transition; International System; Types of Sys-
tems; World Center; China’s Rise
About the Author: Professor Yan Xuetong is the Dean of the Institute of

Modern International Relations at Tsinghua University

The Political Foundation of the East Asia Monetary Order: From

Single Dominance to Joint Leadership Li Wei

Abstract: From the beginning of the Chiang Mai Initiative (CMI) to the
establishment of the East Asia Foreign Exchange Reserve Pool, the past ten
plus years since the Asian Financial Crisis have brought a certain level of suc-
cess in East Asian currency cooperation. However, as the region moves to-
wards the next step in its economic integration and faces practical demands
stemming from the U. S. dollar crisis, the overall progress of monetary order

construction in East Asia remains less than what might be considered satis-

— 154 —



